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THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
WA'SHINGTON. D.C. 20301

17 NOV 1972

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

SUBJECT: Information Obtained from the Debriefing of the Recently
Returned Three U.S. Prisoners of War

We have just completed our debriefings of the three U,S. prisoners of
war who were repatriated by the North Vietnamese this past September,
Intelligence analysts have prepared a report summarizing the conditions
under which our men are being held in North Vietnam. | believe the
information in this report will be of interest to you.

The three returnees arrived in the United States on 28 September.

Major Edward K. Elias was piloting an RF=4C reconnaissance jet when

shot down on 20 April 1972, He evaded three days prior to his capture.
Lt(JG) Norris A. Charles was shot down over North Vietnam on 30 December
1971. Lt Markam L. Gartley was the pilot of a Navy F-4 fighter when
downed on 17 August 1968. At their request, debriefings of the three
men began almost immediately. They were eager to provide the names of
those men they left behind in North Vietnam.

The returnees provided the names of approximately 350 prisoners of war
being held in North Vietnam, most of whom had previously been known,

When the three returnees were taken from their camps in September 1972,
the estimated PW camp population in North Vietnam was as follows: CU LOC
(Hanoi), 25 PW's; HA LO (Hanoi), 125 PW's and another 220 PW's at undeter-
mined locations (Attachments A, B, and C).

Most of the information on treatment of prisoners was obtained from

Lt Gartley, who had been a PW for forty=-nine months, Much of his in-
formation was related to him second or third hand from fellow prisoners.
He reported that in the years prior to 1969, physical mistreatment of
the prisoners was widespread. Handcuffs and leg irons were commonly
used, and the prisoners were subject to beatings with bamboo poles,
rubber whips, or fists, Other torture methods included long periods of
solitary confinement,
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In 1969 a shift in the treatment policy became evident, and lower ranking
North Vietnamese lost the authority to inflict physical punishment or
torture on the prisoners. The authority to subject the prisoners to
physical punishment was restricted to the camp commander.

Since the spring of 1971, the quantity and quality of the daily diet
improved and the prisoners for the first time began receiving certain
foods (milk, fish, fruit, and occasionally meat) regularly. While noting
several exceptions, Lt Gartley described the general health of the
prisoners as satisfactory. Exercise periods became more frequent and
some recreational activities such as volleyball and basketball were per-
mitted. More reading material is now available and is less anti=war in
nature than prior to 1971,

The returnees reported that treatment for injuries is often withheld to
force compliance or signed statements. The following two cases illustrate
this. During 1965 and 1966 Major Fred V. Cherry, USAF, under pressure to
support the American Black Power Movement, was denied treatment for his
dislocated shoulder and was unmercifully beaten for his refusal to coop-
erate. In April 1972, Lt Thomas D. Latrendresse, USAF, was injured during
ejection. The Vietnamese withheld post operative treatment and allowed

his condition to deteriorate in order to coerce his cell group into signing
a propaganda statement,

The prisoners have organized themselves into a unit called the ''Fourth
Allied POW Wing." The structure is based on military rank and Wing

- policies are widely known among the prisoners. The North Vietnamese
tacitly acknowledge the existence of differences in rank among the
prisoners. The seniority within the Wing Is based on shootdown date
of rank, with modification for long term prisoners. Those pilots downed
before December 1971 are referred to as ''old timers.'" Those shot down
subsequent to that time are referred to as ''new guys.'' At one time during
1970-71, most prisoners were consolidated in one camp. During this period
of time the prisoners drafted a complete set of camp policies. These
policies are disseminated to all recently captured pilots when contact is
made with them. In some cases, this has been difficult, since the North
Vietnamese restrict the amount of contact between the new and old prisoners.

The three returnees have completed their formal debriefings and are present=
ly on leave. Lt(JG) Charles is on a 45-day leave in the San Diego area.
Lt Gartley is hunting and fishing in Maine. Major Elias is on leave in
Valdosta, Georgia and will enter Armed Forces Staff College in January 1973.
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SUMMARY OF THE PW CAMP SITUATION
AUGUST 1969 - SEPTEMBER 1972

1. From August 1969 to the summer of 1970, the PW camp
situation remained stable. Although a small number of prisoners
were moved among the camps, there were no major shifts of popula-
tions, nor were any camps opened or closed. The camps open at
this time were: Citadel, Cu Loc, Ha Lo, and Son Tay.

25, " From the summer of 1970 to late November 1970, there
was a major consolidation of the prisoners at a new PW camp:
Dan Hoi, located 9 miles west of Hanoi. The Citadel and Son Tay

camps were closed and their populations were transferred to Dan Hoi.
About 120 of the 190 prisoners at Cu Loc were also moved to Dan Hoi.
By November 1970, about 220 prisoners were held at Dan Hol. With
this concentration at Dan Hoi, only 2 other camps remained opened,
Cu Loc (About 70 prisoners) and Ha Lo (about 50 prisoners).

3. Two days after the 21 November 1970 SAR at Son Tay,
all prisoners at Dan Hoi were moved to Ha Lo for security reasons.
The population of Ha Lo increased to about 270,

The 70 prisoners at Cu Loc were not moved immediately to Ha Lo.
These men remained at Cu Loc to be photographed during the 1970
Christmas season. After the Christmas photography was completed,
Cu Loc was closed and the prisoners were moved to Ha Lo, The
population of Ha Lo in January 1971 was about 340,

L, In 1971 2 small groups of men were moved temporarily
from Ha Lo to '"Camp Charlie Victor' and were subsequently returned

to Ha Lo. 'Camp Charlie Victor' was a punishment camp belleved to be
located near Hanoi. This camp has not been located on aerial photo-
graphy. Lt Gartley was never at this camp and has only limited in-
formation about It.

Sie In September 1971 the North Vietnamese reopened the
Cu Loc camp. About 85 prisoners were transferred from Ha Lo to

Cu Loc. The majority of the acknowledged prisoners remained in

Ha Lo.
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6. From December 1971 to April 1972 the population of
Cu Loc gradually increased because of an influx of recently
captured pilots. About 110 prisoners were held in Cu Loc in
March 1972, In April, 70 prisoners were transferred from Cu Loc
to Ha Lo. After this transfer, Cu Loc became primarily a camp
for recently captured pilots,

7. With the influx of the 70 prisoners from Cu loc,
the population of Ha Lo in April 1972 was 330. In May 220 were
moved out of Ha Lo to an unknown location.

Reproduced at the Richard Nixon Presidential Library
DECLASSIFIED : i
This document has been reviewed pursuant to Executive Order 13526 and has been determined to be declassified.



fuilings ‘\\L\‘/—"&\ %
o KQHof Hop > ' Y
hmh Y 0 :
21 208 G
lac
ung Thuong ™"
AT _>GCoc igm -
7 N

Z 9 9'1_2:5;' T

YohA Kha
S 5

‘vv Bang >3

o ~. Tosg
. ) Boc Yong o

ATian Mo
A

1
on Dosg, ; Dong f

Noa © T & F\Hvon N

Sl Yl

=

/ T4 JChiayey ey A ¢
\ HOA LAC v e N o2
| - b - 09 - 5
N 1S Sfor toi- R ( Nood
7 Hdo (g = o S I =
" y o L / s o
- f & s,_,’ ¢ \ Dcl_c N
Ao TR PN Mg
F-\,:. . Xthoonq'hdiJ‘JO,LD-% ll°"°o @~
hg Yox! =B\ J')' “UThong T
Gas - 2 0 o
. o P : £ : Sl
?Sﬁk“c R LSy ;AV/M Py . e h < o?\:‘“_
= ' . i il ( -0 Son 2 " _0"9 Sl
P N AN A o B N
s > Jhaung S ) 3
P e . - / ~—=s A X.‘Di_nh . -
L \ S 4
O A Y NI N G
S R B WS i ;
DN TP - O keP N 7}.\'“5. - :
XL P NC - - \ovg Bp - s &
N~ el L 9 ST c%m
D6ng Goi ERIRIZ e PR TN SN 7
» J_. Ny = = s gi Pgam! \Y Lo/ Qie!
e /,Q A 2L Ty t. 9 _nAl =
" l’\l' = A~ (IJ S 5 o * N
e , o Fhug /6 T A Cl Dong Lo {f . .\} 09
3 A DRI P Nk} QS
8 T 2 GV A N 4
car S L0 NS i
\ ) Uy yahp/- e G =
: : _f\(il:YEfl) 3 . ~ 4 Tring Thon Thedo &l
B : =985 .5 - - - - HoMhos
A R N DG SUONG >0 K1e € vow ool
5 T\ T 7 NQ wigiet "1 | ol V.77 Kre
7 2T Na

~ A2 TPP-Thermal Power Plant T3
- 51 MND- Ministry of National Defense
TG TN o TTRNGTD, /[ pReksien- 7 v,
e 52 X nd KR K g/
< b NN R ANEY - =
NP7 i : d@ \) hard
oo LS : X N brodint boEes IEZQ.

3 assers
0 N - WK T o
- O ‘!"ﬂ:“’é"
=l ffe
an: s =
Tndhe Y=, s
A PhulDien uynh Bo
£ Nin
bygod I
g e .2 Do
\ 3~ DaiAng A <
e\ S A
h 2 s
Bin D{O 2 \Nhi Chov
. Do Sy NG
s ong
ve K - =
\ < N
idings.” - en - 2
= = ;
4, = C. > 3 o~ a1 ldcb
L PR A Womarous o
~ 5 » Tilages

/

A




‘HA LO PW CAMF (RANUI) .

SO

o, | OBASE 8.4h

Y R

3IRWALK’
330

Thunderbird

A-w-v“
[
0

OaASS
'R LU

-.
]
sveeey TNpAT .
”»r

ORASS 37H

IDEWALR  §I0

. @Cell

Numbers

. w wall
X fence N
LEGEND
=tx WALL WITH BARBED WIRE SUPPORTS
® POWER LINE POLE v
SCALE
1:530 APPROXIMATELY
FEET
® 30 o 4
[ 1 % Y T %
g 10 20 2 Mo

I0EWALL YOM

METERS

- . ¢-n.
(. sTRee
sk

Reproduced at the Richard Nixon Presidential Library

DECLASSIFIED
This document has been reviewed pursuant to Executive Order 13526 and has been determined to be declassified.



	img001
	img002
	img003
	img004
	img005
	img006
	img007
	img008
	img009
	img010
	img011
	img012
	img013
	img014
	img015
	img016
	img017
	img018
	img019
	img020
	img021
	img022
	img023
	img024
	img025
	img026
	img027
	img028
	img029
	img030
	img031
	img032
	img033
	img034
	img035
	img036
	img037
	img038
	img039
	img040
	img041
	img042
	img043
	img044
	img045
	img046
	img047
	img048
	img049
	img050
	img051
	img052
	img053
	img054
	img055
	img056
	img057
	img058
	img059
	img060
	img061
	img062
	img063
	img064
	img065
	img066
	img067
	img068
	img069
	img070
	img071
	img072
	img073
	img074
	img075
	img076
	img077
	img078
	img079
	img080
	img081
	img082
	img083
	img084
	img085
	img086
	img087
	img088
	img089
	img090
	img091
	img092
	img093
	img094
	img095
	img096
	img097
	img098
	img099
	img100
	img101
	img102
	img103
	img104
	img105
	img106
	img107
	img108
	img109
	img110
	img111
	img112
	img113
	img114
	img115
	img116
	img117
	img118
	img119
	img120
	img121
	img122
	img123
	img124
	img125
	img126
	img127
	img128
	img129
	img130
	img131
	img132
	img133
	img134
	img135
	img136
	img137
	img138
	img139



