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RECARDING THE PRISNNERS OR WAR IN INDOCHINA, IR TME SETTLEMENT OF

THE PROBLEX WE THIXX WE SNYLD RESPECT THE RIGNT OF THE INDOCHKINESE
“ARTIES. BUT ¥E ARE FIRMLY CORVINCED THAT TNE SETTLERENT OF THE VIETEAM
;33§&E§wé;%%og§tATE FAVORAVLE CONDITIONS FOR THME SETTLEMENT OF ALL

I D%°T SEE AKY DIFFICULITIES, T DON'T KNOW ABOUT TNE DETAILS BUT I
THT-¥ THAT IM CAMBODIA OR IN LAOS THE KUMBER OF ANERICAS PRISORERS

IS “TRY SMALL. THERE ARE BASICALLY NORE AT ALL, TMERE IS WO REASOS
WHEK “E SETTLE WITH YOU WUCH GREATER QUESTIONS, WHY VE CAE°T SETTLE
MUCHM SNALLER GQUESTIORS, A VERY SMALL NUMBER OF PRISOBERS, VHAT 18 THE

PURPTCE OF THAT?
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102 A¥3ASSADOR BUNKER 2 . C
—w
FROM:  HENRY A. KISSINGER *  2m

REF: (A) SAIGON 0116
(3) WHITE HOUSE 2086

l OUR MESSAGE TO YOU ON PLAN FOR NEXT MEETING UNFORTUNATELY MIS-
LED YOU BY USE OF THE TERM QUOTE STATEMENT OF PRINCIPLES UNQUOTE
WHIGH UYDERSTANDABLY SUGGESTED TO YOU A RETURN TO SOMETHING LIKE
LAST FALL'S PLAW OF TWO FORMAL STAGES. THUS BECAUSE OF OUR CABLE
YOU MAY HAVE UNNECESSARILY CONFUSED THIEU. YOU SHOULD CLARIFY OUR
INTENTIONS AS FOLLOWS.

B IN SHORT, IN OUR NEW APPROACH AN OVERALL AGREEMENT , WHICH WE
MISLEADINGLY CALLED STATEMENT OF PRINCIPLES, WOULD BE SIGNED AND
CEASEFIRE, WITHDRAWALS, AND PRISONER RELEASE WOULD ALL BEGIN. ON
THE POLITICAL SIDE THERE WOULD IN EFFECT 8E PRINCIPLES AGREED TO BUT
'THE DETAILS WOULD STILL HAVE TO BE WORKED OUT IN THE THREE=-MONTH
PERIOD WHICH IS NOW STIPULATED. AS WE OUTLINED IN OUR MESSAGE, THE
FLECTION WOULD STILL BE SIX MONTHS AFTER ALL POLITICAL DETAILS ARE
WORKED OUT, OR NINE MONTHS AFTER THE OVERALL AGREEMENT IS SIGNED.
THIEU WOULD STEP DOWN TWO MONTHS BEFORE THIS ELECTION OR SEVEN
MONTHS AFTER THE OVERALL AGREEMENT IS SIGNED.

5, OUR IDEA NOW IS TO PRESENT THIS NEW APPROACH IN COURSE OF
DISCUSSIONS BUT WE WOULD PROBABLY WANT TO CALL IT A NEW PROPOSAL

TO BOLSTER OUR NEGOTIATING RZCORD.

6. PLEASE CLARIFY THIS FOR THIEU AND REPORT HIS REACTIONS.

WARM REGARDS . -I-QP—%EGRH'SENS”WE ﬂﬁwsmﬁ m‘““\_‘
. ?
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THE U.S. MILITARY AID TO THE SAIGON ADMINISTRATION
WILL END WHEN THE CEASE-FIRE COMES INTO FORCE IN SOUTH VIET NAM.

3. THE RELEASE OF ALL MILITARY MEN AND CIVILIANS OF THE
PARTIES CAPTURED DURING THE WAR (INCLUDING AMERICAN PILOTS
CAPTURED IN NORTH VIET NAM) WILL BE CARRIED OUT SIMULTANEOUSLY
WITH AND COMPLETED ON THE SAME DAY AS THE AFORESAID TROOP
WITHDRAWAL. THE PARTIES WILL EXCHANGE THE LISTS OF THE MILITARY
MEN AND CIVILIAMS CAPTURED DURING THE WAR ON THE DAY OF THE
SIGNING OF THE OVERALL AGREEMENT,
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Zo USIHNG AF lms FOREIGN 4INISTER LAZ'S LOWZAIATION 41Th SLNATOR
FERCY CrARA 35 REF C) 1 ASKED THIEU WHeTHEk 1 wAS TO INTL<PR:AT THE
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m I RAESOURCES VOULD WIW. IN ANY INTERNATIONALLY
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~ AAITING THE QUTCOUK. OF THE TALKS THIS WEEK,

2 tm!ﬂ
M1..0N O n;&.- . xa ‘T BI& PONIRS AGED ora )
CEDUCTION tﬂ au uouw BE LESSEMED, - THIEU ﬂ”ll
NAD FOINTED OuY 1& {979 AND 1S7} TRAT THIS YEAR THE e mmwn_
ALL : rsrossxm.m 0% THE G<OUND', BUT THAT IT WOULD NEED AIR: S
UNTIL THE AiR FORCE ¥WAB v.ttthz:m VIET- AN HAS 1I¥ FACT ACCEM :
40RE RAZiD WITHDAAYAL OF U.S. FORCES TMA® ANY OTMER COUNIRY, & i - 2
8, 1 SAID _THAT 1T SEEMED TO 7E THE PROBL:LM THAT MAD TO BX. racuﬂug.
THE FACT THAT U«5. AID IS5 ESSENTIAL FOR GVN SURVIVAL. . TNE qum;an:
1S WHETHER AR ASXRENENT WMICA IS LESS THAN PERFEOT AMD CONTAINS ~ /°
SOME UDESIRASLE FEATURES BUT WHICH VILL ASSURE A CONTIRUATION' ar ‘
e So SuiOnT, AS PRESIDENT %iA0N HAS PROAISED, 1S NOT PREFERABLE =~ . - .-
TO +0LLOWiING A COURSE WHICH ALMOST INEVITABLY WOULD LEAD 10 A cut crr
OF 7LNDSe¢ TRIEG AGRALD THAT TMIS-WAS THE PROBLIN Ml) rmr A uvv
MUST BE. FOURD TO ASSUKE CONTIRUING U.8s SURPORT.: L3
S, ALLONIRG FDR’ TME FACT THAT THIEU'S CONCERMS ta: smxnt“ rm us‘:;e’:
GOTT:N AIASELF INTQ A BITUATION, BECAUSE oF THE RIGIDITY OF 1Hi- POSTURS
i€ HAS ASSUBED AD THE- 'cIDESPRiAD SUPPORT: FOR- 1T KL NAS WRIPPED P, .
HAI ¥ilL AAKE 1T EATVEASLY DIFFICULT FOH H1M TO SURVIVE SHOULD HE rm
ACQUIESCE. THIS IS A ViEs WHICH HAS BEEMN EAPRESSED TO US BY & o
NUABE« OF INOUGAT#UL AND INTELLIGENT VIELINAMESE AND IT MAY AXPLAH!‘
THIEU® S THINKI 9@ ABOUT ~ESIGNINS C(PARA 6, REF C). ‘Mi MADE WO azsmcmz
TO Tuls TOOAY, NOWEVER, NOR TO ANY NEw wxrunvt AN 1S Apnaum-.r-

£

' {d, ON THE OTHER HAM; THERE ARE A FIV mxvxw».s oF xurwm!
AS XKARIEM, HGOC, ARD XY uue HAVE EAPRESSED TRE VIEW TRAT TH DRAFI-- e
Aaaz..a:m ﬂzr-ucts Aél? amxnzs OF rﬁs smunon A suou..o st accxrm

AN :.gzm 1AL \'ssrmat w crmm wn, rnt aosr Rtsrtcrm om.v ms—
PAPER 1N VIET- W1, EAPLAINED AND EWDORSED .THE ANIRICAM YIEVFOLINT o -,-;H :
PREPASATIONS BY ‘THE GV® FOR A CIASEFIRE ARE ALSO PRECEEDING APAGI; 0y
THESE JAY BE STAAWS THAT SORE REFLECTIVE SECOMD THOUGNTS ARK ;
. BEGINNIA6 TO TAKE HOLD. 'IT ¥AS SOALVNAT REARTINING 10 SIK nmu' o
- ABRELIEANT THAT VAYSE. ws;f,u romb rn nnu UaSe mruu. R ey
£ u., VARY nlms.;r:-- £
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FROM: BUNKER . SAIGON 2288 IMMEDIATE

TO: THE WHITE HOUSE EXCLUSIVELY EYES ONLY FOR HENRY A. KISSINGER
SUBJECT: POSSIBLE NEW PROPOSAL BY THIEU. -

le YOU SHOULD KNOW THAT WE HAVE HAD INFORMATION TODAY FROM THREE~S

DIFFERENT SOURCES THAT THIEU IS THINKINSG IN TERMS OF PUBLICLY MAK&@G
A NEW PROPOSAL GREATLY AT VARIANCE WITH THE DRAFT AGREEMENT ON ™

WHICH YOU ARE WORKING., OUR INFORMATION INDICATES THAT THIEYU IS ©°
THINKING OF MAKING AN ANNOUNCEMENT OF THE TERMS OF HIS PROPOSAL
THE NEXT e

WITHIN

. IN SPELLING OUT PROPOSAL MORE SPECIFICALLY TO HUYEN, THIEU
SAID THAT HE WAS READY TO MAKE A PUBLIC STATEMENT THAT HE WAS PRE-
PARED TO DO ALL THAT HE COULD TO GET BACK THE US POWS, INCLUDING THE .
RELEAS OF "10,@08 COMMUNIST POWS™ NOW HELD BY THE GVN. HE WOULD  —
ANNOUNCE THAT/HKVFXIGH BYPQXN{A ONE MONTH "LIMITED CEASEFIRE" DURING
WHICH THE coﬁgun;sr AND AMERICAN POYS WOULD BE RELEASED AND THE
~ATMOSPHERE™ COUUD BE PREPARED FOR WORKING OUT THE PROBLEM

OF GETTING THE NVA TROOPS OUT OF SOUTH VIET-NAM AND DISCUSSING THE
AUZSTION OF ORGANIZING ELECTIONS WITH THE NLF. THIEU HYPOTHETICALLY
MENTIONED A TEN DAY PERIOD BEFOIE CHRISTMAS AND TWENTY DAYS AFTER

FOR THE CEASEFIRE PERIOD, e

A. THIEU TOLD HUYEN THAT THESE PROPOSALS WOULD BE MADE "WITHIN

THE NEXT FEW DAYS® SO THAT THE U.S. CONGRESS AND THE AMERICAN

PEOPLE COULD NOT ACCUSE THIEU OF OBSTRUCTING PEACE, OF BEING UNWILLING
TO NEGOTIATE WITH NORTH VIET-NAM, OR BEING A HINDRANCE

TO PRESIDENT NIXON IN HIS NEGOTIATIONS, THISU EXPRESSED THE OPINION
THAT THE PRESIDENT WAS PREPARED TO OPEN A "CAMPAIGN™ AGAINST HIM IN
WHICH THE PRESIDENT WOULD SAY THAT IT WAS BECAUSE OF THIEU THAT WE

HAD NOT GOTTEN BACK THE POWS QUICKLY AND THAT THIEU WAS OPPOSED

TO A CEASEFIRE. BY PUBLICLY ANNOUNCING HIS PROPOSALS NOW, THIEU

FELT THAT HE WOULD BE ASLE TO DEFLATE THIS "CAMPAIGN™ BY SAYING THAT

IT WAS HIS OWN PROPOSAL THAT THERE SHOULD BE AN IMMEDIATE CEASEFIRE

WITH A RETURN OF_US_POWS DURING THAT PERIOD.

s
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S IN A CALL WHICH I MADE ON FUKEIGN MINISIER I'KAN VAN LAM TOUAY,

IN COMPANY WITH SENATOR PERCY, LAM ALLUDED VAGUELY TO THE POSSI-
BILITY OF A PROPOSAL BY WHICH THE BOMBING AND MINING OF NORTH VIET=-
NAM wOuLD BE STOPPED, ALL U.S. TROOPS WOULD BE WITHDRAWN AND THE

GVN WOULD WORK OUT WITH THE NLF PROPOSALS FOR A SETTLEMENT FOLLOWED
BY ELECTIONS. THE GVN WOULD RELEASE PRISONERS IN RETURN FOR THE
RELEASE OF U.S. PRISONERS, WITH U.S. DISTNGAGEMENT FROM THE VAR

HE GVN WOULD QUALIFY FOR ASSISTANCE UNDER THE NIXON DOCTRINE, :

7. THIEU HAS NOT BEEN IN HIS OFFICE FOR THE LAST THREE DAYS AND

IT SEEMS APPARENT THAT HE HAS BEEN ATTEMPTING TO DEVISE SOME SCHEME
AS A BACKXFIRE TO OUR DRAFT AGREEMENT AND HAS NOW SURFACED THIS
PROPOSAL WITH SOME OF HIS ASSOCIATES. SINCE FOREIGN MINISTER LAM
AND TRAN VAN DON ARE BOTH AWARE OF HIS PLAMN, I ASSUME THAT OTHERS
ALSO HAVE BEEN TAKEN INTO HIS CONFIDENCE, PROBABLY VICE PRESIDENT
HUONG AND PRIME MINISTER KHIEM AND POSSISLY OTHERS. GIVEN

NORTH VIET-NAM'S COMPLETE IMDIFFERENCE TO THE FATE OF THEIR OWN
PRISONERS AND THEIR REFUSAL UNTIL NOW TO ACCEPT ANY PRISONER RELEASES,
IT SEEMS DIFFICULT TO THINK THAT THIZU COULD BELIEVE HANOI WOULD
AGREE TO SUCH A PROPOSAL. NEVERTHELESS THESE REPORTS THAT HAVE
COME TO US SEEM TO INDICATE THAT "HE MAY CONTEMPLATE MOVING ALONG
THESE LINES SOON.. IN ANY CASE, I THOUGHT YOU SHOULD HAVE THIS

- INFORMATION PROMPTLY.
8. VWARM REGARDS.,
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le Tégﬂ éENT ME THIS AFTERNOON A MENORANDUM-EHI@T&ED}$UEM@RY

nF THE QVM'S VIEWPOINTS AS EXPRESSED BY PRESIDENT NGUY?N vatl

THIFN I3 THE MEETING BETWEEN THE NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL AND

ATrTRAL A'EXANDER HAIG ON NOVEM3ER 11, 1972. ON PERUSAL IT SEEMS

T3 CONTATH NOTHING GEMNERAL HAIG HAS NOT ALREADY REPORTED, 3BUT APPARENTLY

TO: THE WYITE HOUSE, EXCLUSIVELY EYES ONLY FOR HENRY A, KISSINGZ?Z?r_k

THé GUK “ISYES TO SUBMIT IT FOR THE RECORD AND HAS ASKED ME TO FORYARD
IT PRODPTILY. e '

BEGIN TEXT.

DECLASSIFIED
EQ: 12356,.Sect. 3.4 _
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ot TUE WITHDRAWAL OF NCRTH VIETNAMESE
TRANDE ARD THE FOwWS AND POLITICAL PRISONERS

15y TPE UM THIMYS THAT THE COMMUMISIS CLAIM OF RELA-
TINUSUIP ARIWEEY THE MON-WITHDRAWAL OF NVM TROOPS

A"D TYT FNLITICAL PRISOMERS IN SOUTH VIFT-NAM IS
COUSLETELY UNDEFENDABLE, IF THE COBRUNISTS RELEASE
ALL TYE AMZRICA!Y POW'S AlD THE VIETMAMESE PQW'S
nETATNED THROURUANT INDOCHINA, THE GVN WILL RELEASE
ALYl THE CHONFUNIST POW'S DETAIYED IN SOUTH VIET-NaM.

Ii: FACT, THYE GVM KAS MADE THAT OFFER MANY TIMES IN

TEE "PEST,

" TFT U2RTKH VIETKAMEST TROCPS HAVE NO JUSTIFICATION
TC STAY !"DER THE PRETEXT OF GUARANTEEING THE RELEASE

OF PR COEERS,
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WE BELIEVE THAT IF WZ PRESENT THIS PROPOSAL
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AMBASSADOR BUNKER - SAIGON 2189

5?'““ ~5 =
SANIT sff?i}_:](sunxsa>

TKE WHITE HOUSE, EXCLUSIVELY EYES ONLY FOR HENRY A. KISSINGER

WHS 2218

SUBJECT: POLITICAL PRISONERS
1. IN ORDER TO GET AN IDEA OF THE TYPES OF PRISONERS PRESENTLY DETAINED

IN GUN CORRECTION CENTERS, I HAVE HAD OUR PUBLIC SAFETY PEOPLE PREPARE
THE FOLLOWIN? RUN-DOWN:

UNDER INVESTIGATION 2,020
INVESTIGATION COMPLETED
(AWAITING ADJUDICATION) 1,459
AN TRI PRISONERS
CATEGORY A 4,325
CATEGORY B 4,615
CATEGORY C 4,125
- SENTENCED BY MILITARY COURT
LESS THAN 1| YEAR 298
1 TO 2 YEARS 1,307
2 TO 5 YEARS 2,430
OVER 5 YEARS 295
MILITARY OFFENDERS
UNSENTENCED PRISONERS
UNDER INVESTIGATION 622
INVESTIGATION COMPLETED
(AWAITING ADJUDICATION) 110
SENTENCED PRISONERS
LESS THAN | YEAR 147
1 TO 2 YEARS 787
2 TO 5 YEARS 1,136
OVER 5 YEARS 1,236
CRIMINAL OFFENDERS
UNSENTENCED PRISONERS
UNDER INVESTIGATION 4,678
INVESTIGATION COMPLETED
(AWAITING ADJUDICATION) 3,346
SENTENCED PRISONERS
LESS THAN 1| YEAR 1,753
1 TO 2 YEARS 835
2 TO 5 YEARS 581
OVER 5 YEARS 486
PRISONERS OF WAR
CONFINED FOR CIVIL CRIMES 58
" WAITING TRANSFER TO PwW CAMP 94

COMMUNIST OFFENDERS

UNSENTENCED PRISONERS

TOTAL

cD

/‘ 5 L&)
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13,865

4,330

132 °

3,226

8,024

3,655
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Reproduced at the Richard Nixon Presidential Library

DECLASSIFIED

This document has been reviewed pursuant to Executive Order 13526 and has been determined to be declassified.



~, IT SCOULD BE NOTED THAT SOME OF THE CRIMINAL OFFENDERS ARE BEING
DETAINED FOR CRIMES WHICH ARE CONNECTED WITH VC ACTIVITY. A VC
ASSASSIN OR TERRORIST WOULD BE DETAINED IN THIS CATEGORY. WE HAVE
NN SREA¥DOWN OF HOW MANY CRIMINALS ARE BEING DETAINED FOR VC
CORNECTED CRIMES,

I, MY INCLINATION WITH REGARD TO THE PROBLEM OF RELEASING POLITICAL
PRISOMERS IS TO BASE OURSELVES ON THE LENGTH OF THE SENTENCES THEY
UAVE RECEIVED AND THE KNOWN DEGREE OF THE INVOLVEMENT OF THESE INDI-
VIDUALS wITH THE VC MOVEMENT., UNDER THESE CRITERIA ONE COULD CON-
SIDER THE RELEASE OF TWE FOLLOWING CATEGORIES:

HrSENTENCED PRISOKERS

£PPROXIMATELY HALF MIGHT BE RELEAGED 1,709
&N TRI PRISONERS

CATEGORY C 4,125
(CATEGORY B) (4,615)
SENTENCED BY MILITARY COURT

LESS THAN | YE&R 298
{ TO 2 YEARS 1,387

CRIMINAL OFFENDERS
SENTENCED PRISONERS

LEeS THAR | YEEL 1,753

w0 19 21YEARS Bl 835
T2TaL 9,8:8

CxXxaL (IMCLUDING CATEGORY B) (14,433)

4, 'JNDER &N OVERALL SETTLEMENT IT IS HARD TO SEE WHAT JUSTIFICATION
THERE COULD BE FOR KEEPING CATEGORY A VCI INCARCERATED. I BELIEVE
PRESIDENT THIEU WILL BE RELATIVELY FLEXIBLE ON THIS SUBJECT PROVIDED
CATEGORY A DETAINEES WERE KEPT IN CONFINEMENT UNTIL A FINAL SETTLE-
MENT IS REACHED, HE RECOGNIZES THAT AN TRI PROCEDURES ARE OPEN TO
CRITICISM AND I AM INFORMED THAT COLONEL BINH OF THE NATIONAL POLICE
UAaS RECENMTLY BEEN ASKED TO REVIEW ALL AN TRI CASES TO SEE WHICH
MIGHT MOw BE CONSIDERED BY MILITARY COURTS. THIS INDICATES THAT THE
GYN IS MINDFUL OF THE POLITICAL PRISONER “CONCENTRATION CAMP™ ISSUE
aND IS LOOKING FOR A SOUNDER LEGAL BASIS FOR THE DETENTION OF VC CADRE.
5. IF YOU wWOULD LIKE ME TO DO SO I COULD BROACH THIS SUBJECT WITH
THIEY WHEN T SEE HIM ON MONDAY. MY GUESS IS THAT HE WILL BE
REASO{iABLE ABOUT LOW-LEVEL VCI WHO HAVE BEEN GIVEN SHORT SENTENCE.
6. “ARMN REGARDS.

~J0P-SERPET. cEreITIVE
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REFPRY  A) wES 2?!5; B) THS 22175 C) WHS 2213
Lo &1 ?F'TT”" WMITH THIZU THIS MORNING, T GAVE HIM A REPORT OV
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7. WITU DCRARD TO THE POLITICAL PRISOHMSRS (RZF C), T AN HAVING
FIGURTS CHTCKED TO SEE HOW MANY OF THE 33 CJC THOUSAND PRISONERS
NTEER THAY POW'S MAY BE CONSIDERED POLITICAL PRISONEJS. UNDER

THE PHAT.TX PROGRAM, THE TOTAL N''M3ER DETAINED, PENDING TRIAL,

avn mMnEl TMVESTIGATION WAS 9,747 °o# SEPTEMBER 33, I WILL MNEED

Tn GET <0°S ZSTIMATE OF HOW MANY AMONG THE OTHER PRISONERS CAM Z2E
CAH3INTATY POALITICAL. T WILL TRY TO SEND YOU AN ESTIMATE BY MOKDAY
AF WHAT T THINK TKIEU WILL BE ABLE TO DO WITH RESPECT TO THESE.

Do I,'."A.—"';PA DEGL\RDS. -
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DR. KISSINGER STROMGLY CRITICIZED THE RECENT PUBLIC STATE-

{ SIDE, ESPECIALLY THE PRG STATEMENT OF
or TTE.OTQERALSO éRITICIZED THEIR HANDLING OF POW RELEASES.
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¥ A VHITE HOUSE, EXCLUSIVELY EYES OMLYF
REF3¢ SATe0% 8153 S

SECTION 1 OF 4

HEREVITH THREE DOCUMENTS LISTED REFTEL.
OF THE REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM

COHMES&STHE REVISED US PEACE PROPOSAL AND PROCEDURES

FOR CONDUCT OF NEGOTIATIONS, AND THE
COUNTER=PROPOSALS BY THE REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM
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FROM: AMBASSADOR BUNKER SAIGON 8154  IMMEDIATE

103 THE WHITE HOUSE, EXCLUSIVELY EYES ONLY FOR HENRY A. KISSINGER
SECTION TWO OF FOUR

PEACE PROPQGSAL OF THE REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM

Se THE RELEASE OF ALL MILITARY MEN AND INNOCENT CIVILIANS
CAPTURED THROUGHOUT INDOCHINA WILL BE CARRIED OUT SIMULTANEOUSLY
VITH AND COMPLETED ON THE SAME DAY AS THE AFORESAID TROOP WITH-
DRAVAL., THE PARTIES WILL EXCHANGE COMPLETE LISTS OF THE MILITARY
MEN AND INNOCENT CIVILIANS CAPTURED THROUGHOUT INDOCHINA ON THE
DAY OF THE SIGNING OF THE OVERALL AGREEMENT., ;

END PAGE OKE E R
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TOt THE WHITE HOUSE, EXCLUSIVELY EYZS OdLY FOR HESRY A. AISSIJGLR
SECTION ONE OF THREE

REF' SAIGON ©148
ERZYITH MEMORANDUN ON THE GUN'S ASSESSMEINT OF OUR MENORARDEL /1 4 39
OF AJSUST 293 , °

ASSTISMENT OF THE "OV"RL"}EHT OF THE REPUSLIC OF
VIZT-NAYM ON THE UNITED STATES GOVERMIENT MEMO-
RA¥DUi DATED :.UGUST 29, 1572 i
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Se THE JSG_SUGGESTED THAT IF MEGOTIATIONS WITH THE COMMUNHISTS
DRAG Oil AliD THE US POW'S ARE STILL HELD, THE US WILL GO BACK TO
ITS MAY 3 PROPOSALS AND DROP THE POLITICAL QUESTIONS ALTOGETHER.

THE GVN IS AWARE THAT THE (S CAN HAVE SUCH A CHOICE,
DEVOTING ITSELF TO THE MEGOTTATIONS OF MILITARY QUESTIOHNS ORLY, AND
PROCLAIMING THAT POLITICAL PROBLEMS ARE UHDER THE JURISDICTION OF
THE GVN. FOR ITS PART, THE GVN CANNOT ELUDE ITS RESPONSIBILITY
IN THIS AREA BECAUSE BY THEIR VERY MATURE SOUTH VIET HAMESE POLITICAL
PROBLENS LIE WITHIN THE GVN'S SPHERE OF COMPETENCE, THEREFORE,
IF THE GVN HAS MADE A POLITICAL OFFER TOWUARDS A PEACE SETTLEMENT
IT WILL NOT BE ABLE TO WITHDRAW OR REDUCE THE OFFER IF THE NEGOTIATIONS
DRAG OM, OR EVEN IF THE OTHER SIDE REFUSES TQ-.ACCEPT THE OFFER..

WE THINK THAT WHEM WE WITHDRAW OR REDUCE OUR OFFER, WORLD -

PUBLIC OPIHTION AND US PUBLIC OPIHION WILL ACCPS
FAITHFUL TO WHAT WE. HA aF L

£
x-.

E.US. KGR HOT BEING

P2 T

; 3,
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