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S, Saigon: The Saigon Government today announced it will
free 149 convicted presoners and 411 others would be
granted some form of amnesty for TET. UPI-036
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WITH VIET 0174
SAIGONH (UPI)-- THE SAIGON GOVERNUENT TODAY & HNUNAS
: -ty ..; 1: N 3 GO CDAY AH'.\!CU?‘:LD
IT WILL FREE 149 CONVICTED PRISOWZKS IN HOMOR OF TET , THE LUNAR
MW YEAR OLIDAY UnICx BEGINS FEa. 17, St
TRE GOVERILINT VIETHAL PREZSS AGENCY S4ID 4 HER P T
_ Bieie il e tnan o3 1 NC a 11 OTHER PRISONC
WOULD BE GRaMTED OTHER FORUS OF &LIZSTY Fom TET IwcrualraoTngs
RLDUC;ION OF SiwlEilLS FOR 373 OF TrHEN, S e
OFFICIALS STPESSED TAsT Taf PRISONZRS 11 QU 8 YERFE
TRIED URDER CIVIL CODES AiD AXE #OT Pﬁigoﬂgﬁgtairé§§.ULRh i
_WOWEVER, ThE GOVERGLENT WAS EXPECIED AT SONE POIIT TO
ANKOUNCE ThE RELEASE OF SOiT PRISONIRS OF AR FCR TET
POR;n%H?;LiggsoggAiilsan:as AT TET IS A TRADITIONAL CUSTOMN
‘ .1l 400 DETAINZES WERE SET F N THE OCCASION LAST YE
(T 40 \ REE ON THE 0CCASION LAST YEAR.
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" DEPARTMENT OF STATE
AT S T FOR THE PRESS o

Secretary Rogers has asked Under Secretary Richardson to assume overall
coordination and responsibility for State Department actions concerning prisoners
of war in Southeast Asia. This designation of the Under Secretary reaffirms our
Government's commitment at the highest levels to continue to do everything
possible to assist and protect Americans held by North Viet-Nam and the Viet
Cong, to obtain their earliest possible release, and to encourage full compliance
with the Geneva Convention of 1949 relative to the treatment of Prisoners of War.
The Under Secretary will maintain close liaison on this subject with the White
House, the Defense Department and the military services, and with Amba-ssador
Lodge in Paris, who also is taking a close personal interest in our prisoners.

Assisting the Under Secretary or prisoners of war matters as Special
Assistant will be Frank A. Sieverts, who previously served as Special Assistant
to Ambassador Harriman working particularly on prisoner of war matters.

Ambassador Harriman, as you know, had overall responsibility for our prisoners

since May of 1966.
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; -15- THE WHITE HOUSE
/7(/J o WASHINGTON
' A
j _l"
‘Q (/ January 29, 1969

MEMO TO MR, BENJAMIN READ

FROM: Richard M, Moose

Reference;$e the Department's proposed
response to Prisoner of War telegrams,
memorandum to the President, January 27,
Ee attached text should be used in replying
to messages to the President from families
of US prisoners of war in Vietnam. This
substitute text was discussed and approved
by Mr. Kissinger and Secretary Rogers in a
conversation at the White House today.
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KISSINGER DRAFT RESPONSE

"I fully share your heartful concern for your
loved ones. They have demonstrated their dedication
and devotion to duty in the highest tradition of service
to this nation, I assure you that the subject of their
release and welfare will have an urgent priority in

our talks in Paris.
"With warmest personal regards.

Sincerely,

Richard Nixon"
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THE SECRETARY OF STATE
WASHINGTON

January 27, 1969
421

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

Subject: Response to Prisoner of War Telegrams

RECOMMENDAT ION

That you reply by personal telegram to messages
to you from families of US prisoners of war in Vietnam.

Approve Disapprove

DISCUSSION

Over 400 messages addressed to you, nearly all of
them telegrams, have been received from families of US
prisoners of war in Vietnam urging earliest possible action
in Paris for the release of prisoners.

In view of the deep personal interest of the
families of the men, I recommend you reply to these

telegrams and other messages by personal telegram. A
suggested text is enclosed for your approval.

William P. Rogers

Enclosure:

Suggested text.
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Suggested text:

Appreciate your messagel"?CIIy share

your concern about release and welfare of our
prisoners. This subject will have high priority

in our talks in Paris.

RICHARD \ NIXON
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