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BATE: 9 September 1970
TiBE: 1540 EDT

. SUBJECT: Jordanian Sit'\;ntion

REFEREKCE: mMB BEIRUT 7490 (U); EMB AMMAN 4498 (U); BMB LONDON 7156 (C);
3/0 4 7305-70 NI ; 3/0/MR34-70

1. (% Jordanian Chief of Staff Haditha sssumed full powers undexr
Kiug Hussein on 9 Septcmber. - He oxdered an inmediate cease~fire
betwecn the army and the fedayeen after fighting broke ocut in Awman
and other areas. The fedayeen have hijacked anothéy transport --

- this time a BOAC VC-10 .with as many as 114 persons aboard -- to
pawson's field, -

"2, (8 Extremely heavy firing broke out again in Amman at about
" 0900 EDT., There was considerable small arms and later movtar fire.
The army GHQ building was hit and one mortav round landced 100
meters east of the US Embassy. later, the British reported that , .
heavy firing was oeccurring in the direction of the US Embassy,
London has lost contact with its embassy ifn Awman and is most
disturbed over the situation there. The British evacuation
machinery has been alerted,

3. _ heavy fire was rencwed
in Irbid this wmorning. rignving appascucsy 18 also taking plece in
_ other areas of Jordan, . .

. T e ' ’
4. bs. The BOAC transport was hijacked on its leg from Bahrein to
‘Befrut, )t landed at Beirxrvt, refueled, took on one conmando and left at
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0835 EDL. It has joined the Swissair and TWA tranmsports at Dawson'e
" 3anding which the fedayeen ave mow.calling "revolution airfield" or

"liberation airfield",

-

.5 No movement of Iraqi forces has been noted and Joxrdanian units
have boen alerted to report imwmediately any Yragi military activity,
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