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_ 1. ('Fs■ )forli.cr repo~ting · statccl 1-'edayecn h«d contr()l of the IlltC!r-

. contfq.en~salJlotel,; hc.i\-Jevcr; US )~ubass11 knman report.G that .first contact 
with ·.,tifick«''hotel s-i11c~ 1:7.00 EDT on th_e 9th confirmed that the hotel remains 
S\l.-ntd~:a·,~i;,y ~.PrdarliF.l'\ ~e~uri.ty forces. Rud Croos rcpt'~set1tatives are' · 
·'fcar'fu:i:'•1:,hat an at:tsck b)'. fodt1ycc:n Oil lntct.·<".Olltine.ntnl . lloLel might be 
.,:.in11iitifo'.r1.?;,,i{ It ;~vi>cars that the foclay('.e1\ are in control of tl1c building. 
dircttly::''ac-.ro:fs the .street from the hotel. At OOOt ED'f on: the 10th, ·heavy 
firing bi'oke out -ln vicinity ·()f the l'ntcl.'continental llotol ~fter a night: 
of sporadic incidents in Allman, · 

2. M The Popular _Front !or Liberation of J.>alcsti.ne . s~id i.n a c-.ommunique · 
that ir. response to_ the Red Cross appeal, . the P.Fl..l' decide.d to cx.tf'.J)d the 
d~a<lline on hi'jackocl nircraf.t o.nothet: 72 hours as of . 2200 EDT, 9 September, 

.3. ~ The Amcricm'l Embm,:6y f n Amawn 6tatecl thst Gerald Zs,poli who ~a.: 
.pr.,;vious1y reported -.!Is , kidnaprcJ hos not beeu kiclnapped. Apparent] y 
<lefecti.vc, telepJwf1~6 kept the F..mba$tiy ~nd Zapoli. out of coutact. Sgt. 
Gr,_aha.ui ,m<l Jon Stewm:t ai-e still missing. 

4, --~■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■thzt the .. Syrian army has reinforc<!d '.<\< . , _ t)w .Saj:9.a•· ~i;ga.l)iY.ation Q)' .se .. "iding l.S0- 200 regular arlliy troops, dressed as 
~!;'.>1

-·• .·:·, t1>i«:Q;fy,ec!,n intq . Jordan ~1th identity cnrds. These men ht1ve he.en r.epor.teclly 

11};·, :?\ ; · ' j 1-:std,J;,,t1tc·~ .--~Ir'?u11J3 '. Saiqa f.r_oups in the Amman and Kerak areas. J'ordonian 
f:'.'. .... . ··mf:11it.a,t:~• i ~<tellJ.I,f!nce is awlii•e of· . 1;1~1s ma~uc_ver a~ has orders to stop 

,,,./,:: and ili:t.crx:'og;at:e any known or suspect:e<l Sa1.qa: members, 
~ ·:-~··., -· :t ' ·. • . . . / 

..; 

l . At.ch 1 , Map .Crill)· .. 

·, .... ,. 

,· 
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MIDDL~ EAST :SITRE}? NO. 
(2200 ED'.l', 9 Septembet· 1970) 

l. t"fQ . The f edayeen have~ informE-.d Rc<l Cross rep-resents.ti. ve Rochat:· 
_that in case of any £~reign n1ilitary action on Jordsni,m territory, 
they will in~-nediately blow up all three hijRcked ah."c.r~ft at Da'l>afon I s 
Field with all occupants. . Roch<1t appe.i.red pC!ssinilstic and anticipated· 

·. that negotiations col!ld carry on for a period of .".several weeks ... 

2. <'NI The . US Embassy in Amma.n reported con<litions 1,1cr.e rela_tively 
quiet a$ of 1430 EDT. 

Power had been restored at ~he 
lnter<:ont1nental Hotel t1nd the morsle of guests who ;were using the 

room and lobby was reported tot>~ reilsonably good. 

embasay officer relayed_ t:he report to Rochat ·who did not_ fee this 
would materially af feet the saf~ty of occvp{,nts ·tor the rcmsit\dcr of 
the night. Some 60 to 70 per cent of the private business/misslonary 
con1111unity and wi-ves• of third count1.·y nationals had been contacted by 
the eq\bassy end there w~-re no injuries reported ~mong locnl Ame1.·ican 
re~ idents. 3. 3(b )( 1 ) 

3 • 
. a hi&h level Fatah of.fici.s 
decided to hijack . one a1rcraH··each da.y subsequent, apparently, to the • 
hijacking of· th~ four on the·6t~~- The Palestine L~beration Organization; 
meanw!"lite,· complainE'-d to the . UAR to.day thnt the Ethiopian Airlines plane · 
on -which its de1e.gat1on -.,~s due to fly_ to Ze.01bill to attend a conference 
of non-aligned · nntions woul<1 not accept them. Airport officials then 
prevented them from leaving the transit lounge to book on .mother fl~ght. 
Cairo also closed its International Airport t emporarily to all traffic 
during the hijllcking of the BOAC t1·ai1sp01:-t to Jord~n.· Runways were 
block~ded to prevent __ that air.9rai'.t I s landing. ~he.re. 

. . 

-4. · ~ ~ritit1b, Swiss, anl West (?erman diplomats assured _Tel Aviv ~oday 
ths.t.their governments were insisting thnt all hostf1ges be released At 

, ·the 6ame tlnte. Isrl!el i p1.1blic opinion, meanwhile, appeared to be increas..
ingly angry -a-t Amman's impotence to secure the release of the hijacked 
passengc-.:s. 

$. ~~ The're have been no significtmt changes in the disposition. of 
Soviet ships in the Meditct·ranean • 

~jl· ~:-~ ·:..:3,•-~ c;s:: ----~ - . . ------~-------~----
I' I •"'.,_ r' . : ~- :~•~~,., 
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' 
(1800 EI>T, 9 SEP 70) 

l. Accordinz to A.1-Im-:i.BASf.Y Ammsn st ·2000 local Embassy Office (Aweifel) 
i:poke by telephone_ with lCRC representative Rochat. ~ho reported followiriz: 

. ' '" · . . 
· a. As of this hou:t:' · passengers on all th~·ee aircraft safo. 

. .. . ... 

· · b. ICRC medical team' permanently on site. • 

. c; \(.ochat described t-i tuation as "extremely se.ric,us", He hopes that 
a. clea."t" position ·will emerge from PfL'P side by tonuuot:cow morning althouzh . 

• . he considers de~ands to remain "extremely touih". 

. . d. Re deadline: Deadline now postpori.ea with no specj.fic e:<piratiOt). 
nesotiations ar~ now considered to be open as far as time is concerned and 

. Rochat anticipates very long negotiating process. 

e. ·Rochat expects to have "very earlyn appointment -with. rcspo11sible 
l>alesti.nians tommorrow mornil_'lg. . . 

f. Rochat ha& requested second plan(!· with unspecified supplies fro:a 
lCRC• he. intends to keep present ICRC plane at his disposal in Am:-nan, 

BMC passengers S\umber ,1l~5 · 1ncluding 2_~ ~neccoinpanic.d cM.lo:re11. 
. •. .. . . . 

2. Rochat stated his appi:eciation for continuing .contact' and noted that he 
uisy have reason to call on USG for urispccifie~ .support on short notice. 

. . 
3. Meeting between Rochat and r~p-rcscntatives of airlitics companieG and 
\1estern diplomatic uliGsions~ (Amman 4471) can('.elled for tonight. 

... 
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•~=:,,,._ !i t~-)H·bEFENSE ·'lNTELLI 
· CURRUIT OPERATIONS OHICl 

{Ol~~p.n 

DIA SPOT- UEPOfrl 

SUBJECT: Jordanian SituAtion 

DATE: 9 September 1970 

Tlri£: 154.0 EDT 

nH£R£HCE: EHR nErnuT 1490 <u): El1B AHHAN 4498 <u); RMB ~.oNooH ns6 <c). 
3/0tll'T305-70 -; 3/0Jllll'R34-70 

1. ('ti.) Jordanian Chief of Staff Heditha assum~d full powers under 
Kiug Husia,in on 9 September. He .c.rdc1·ed an immediat~ cense-firc 
between the, anny and t ·hc feduycc,n afl·cr fighting broke out in Amn,al, 
and other ai·css. The f.edayeen bave h:1.jacked anoch~r trnnsport --

. thi~ time n };0.t'\C VC..-10.wit:h as many as 114 persons aboar<l -- to 
Dawson's field. 

· 2, ~ Extrcn1cly heavy firing broke out again in Amrn.'ln at about 
0900 EDT. Then~ wa.s considerable sm..111 arms and later tno1;tar f:ir.e. 
The anuy _GHQ b\rildini; was hit and one mo-rtar round landed 100 

~flleters c~ast of the~ US E,n'bassy. l,ct ter, the 'British reported tht\t: 
heavy firin~ was occ\1t"r.1.ng in the di.rection of th~ US Brnbassy. 
Loi)don htis lost contact with its e.mba.ss:y in A11mwn and ii; most 
d:i.sturbcd over the situation there. The Dri.tish evacuati<>n 

_ttuichin<,-ry has been alcrt.~d. 

). 
i.n Irbid this 1nonli.ng. 
oth~r srcas of Jordan, 

heavy fire was renewed 
'Fighting .:ipparentl.y i.e also taking plecc in 

. , 
The :RO.AC t1·snsport wa s hijackl?.d on its leg from Bahreln to 

lt landed at Dc:l.rut • refueled, t·ook on one conunando snd lei ft at 

(Continued) 
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0835 ED'.£.. It has joi.ne<l the>. 8'1.'issai-r and 'IDA transports at Dawson's 
lan<li.ng w11ich the feq?yeen a1:e now. cnlling "revolution airfield" or 
1-1.libm:at:ion airfield". 

SANITIZE 
33(&)l,)C~) 

5. 4 No move111.ent of ln\qi forces has been. noted and Jordanian unit:E; 
have t,cen alerted to report immc.di.at<tl.y ai,y I-re.qi mil.1.tary activity. 

ntsrnJBU'flDii: 
WHITE _HouaE S1T R<K'M 

D&f'T OF. Sr A Tl!: HCI 
Drn cw CIA OrHS Cr:H 

Sa.i; Oi:" 
O£P S[;c DE,-

A£.s, s~c. Dr:,,., ISA 
A&6, S£(·. Or:rc, PA 
AGn 5£:c Ocr, AOMIN 
CHA(,:IMAN. JCS 
AssT ,.-o CnAlflMA.N, JCS 
DtP., Jo,,..,. 5TAFT 

OiR, .l--3 

D IR. J .I\_, ,t,'•'~·- l . ' ') ,·: . .:- l :• ., . :.· ·, •.• - . 

JCS (AcsAt:,1) :_H,,1 , 0 · ,:t·:-'. .. :, 
/illPJl. (Dr. Hcc:ht:in) .. 

'-: •• -·: f _-;~.:.: i ;~;-;: '·~J 
- _;:.;_<J; r--2.il 
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General 

M In view of the uncertain status in two 
in Jordan 

Jordan ----
~ The risks of an a1.uy-fcclayeen co,1£:contatioO: have increased 

al though King Eussein is · still trying to effect a co;::;pro:nise. 'l'he 
fed2yeen have eppnrently repudinted the 8 Septe~ber cease-fir~ agree
ment with the Jord2.nia11 governme;nt as a 1'.'c::"sult of h~avy H .ghting 
in i:-rbid. The agreement had calle<l fo-c a pull-b~ck of troops from 
Amman and ~he remo·val of all armed fe<layee1l. personnel. · Military 
demonstrations were banned. A joint fedayeen-government committee 
was to supervise the agreement •. · 

~ 
the o ·fficial Jordanian security forces we1:e not exercising control. 
There \Jas sporadic firing of small arms w·ith some sniper fire 
being aimed at the us· Embassy. The fedayeen continued to set up 
roadblocks · and check oints includin~ one near the Ambassador's 
residence. ■■■■■■- the fighting . in 
other towns ,-,as the result of "tribal distu1:bance". . 

~ the last ten days vacillation 
and temporizina on the part of the Jordanian government have had 
a deleterious and demoralizing effect on the Jordanian ani\y, -

the auny will take the initiative against the 
fedaycen or begin to disintczral:c. int:o a "typical Arab political 
soldier organization". 

7 

~ us"··sta:H Sergeant Graham, t-,tio has bee.11 111issing since· 
5 September and is believed to have been captured by the ·fedayeen, 
was reported by Jordania~ officials _to be at Popular Froilt for the 
Llberation of Palestine (PI~LP) headqu_arters. · 

~) the Pl~LP is 

l 
3.3(b)(1) 

determined to sabo_tage the Arab-Israeli pc~ce talks with pJ.ans to 

\ 

r~r?':rr~; >~ • • • • • I• • 1 ._ .. - , . 720?.97 
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implement a series of actions. These plans include the destruction 
of US-cr;mcd installations in the Niddle East and the kidnapping of 
selccted_U~ and Jordanian officials. With the successful hijacking 
of airliners in what was 2.pparently a coordinated maneuver, it r 
is entirely possible. that at least some of these plP..ns could be ( 
carded out as ,-:el.l as attempted assassinations of Jo,:clanian 
leaders, includin:s King Hussein. · . . 

. . 

~ Inte:ci1ation:1l Red Cross Coi;"~ittee (ICRC) representative 
Ro::bat ,Jas not optir.1istic · foll0\·11.ng his first contacts with the 
PFLP. He is trying to obtain the rclcnse of the 188 hos t ages of 
the total of 310 persons fro:n the hij2cl~ed T1·JA and St:issai_r aircraft. 
Rochat is a t tCinpting to :neg,):.:i:::te .'.! single :rrJl ti.national solution 
but West Germany is still considering a unilateral apptoach. The 
l'i~LP has not m.?.de special dcii!ands on the US in spite of rumors that 
that they had requested Sirh~n Si1.•h.3.n I s relc.?.se. Sirhc:.n I s motlier, 
who ,-,~s en route to Jor<l~n, wos prcvc::i·,ted fro:n leaving the us · ~s an 
alien whose departure wo\lld be _prejudicii=i.1 to US interests. ·. 

: . . . - . 
. - •• .• J 

fu!..y'J>_tian Position · _. J. 

a high 
action 
talks. 

at lenst some UAR units arc -on 
st<'l.te of :i.lc1:t, presumably because of concern over possible. 
by Israel, following its clcci.sion to suspend the .peace 
Press reports from Cairo also report on the Egyptian alert. 

r / t':'"'_;~ •~:-.._, . 
f_ .. · •. :;. t 

·-rr .-.~-:--,........_, ... --
\.-:_:. ·. 'i: :_; ~- ~.:.: :._; 

720297 . ·. _: 

SANITIZED 
3. 3(&) (,)( (,,) . 


