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MEMORANDUM FOR:

THROUGH: JON HOWE
FROM: BUD MCFARLANE

SUBJECT: Loaks Early ia the Administration

The following is & ssvey of selected leake that occured during 1969.
The subjects addressed are Vistoam withdrawals, bombiag along the
Cambodian border, strategic arms, and nogotiations for the reversion

- of Okinawa. On esch of these subjacts, the objective is to provide:

A) official documentation of the policy decision concerned; B) sub-
ssquent newapaper evidence of the leak; and C) a discussion of the
sigaificance of the leall.

Vietny  Withdm  is. Following a meeting of the National
Security Council of March 28, the Preasident directed (NSDM 9 - Tab A)
that studies be conducted oo several subjects associated with a settle-
ment of the war in Vietsam. These included » atudy of alternatives for
a unilateral phased withdrawal (NSSM 37). The study drective was
fssued on April 3. Immediately thersafier, in articles appearing in

the New York Times on April 4 and 6 and in the Washington Fost

on April 7 and study objectives and terms of reforance were siliimarized
accurately. In early May, it was decided that the U.S. could unilatersily
withdraw up to 25, 000 men commaencing Septembar 1st. On June 3rd

and &b articles appeared in the Evening Star and New York Times
respectively (Tab C) accurately summarising this decieion snd announcing
thatiit would be made public following the President’s discaasions with
President Thien on Midway Island the following Sunday.

At a time when the Administestion was attempting to stress the importance

of mutual withdrawals, and maintanined hope of negotiating toward thie
objective with the North Vietnamese, this compromise of eur policy
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