
fl 

"tvtE1vfORANDUM 

.. , -: . 

'fOP GECRCI'c::SENSITI'v'E 
·€0NTAINS CODEWORD 

MEMORANDUM FOR : 

FROM : 

SUBJECT : 

THE WHITE I10 USE 

½'A S H l NG ·.r ON 

De c embe r J O, 1971 

THE PRESIDENT 

HENRY A. KI SSINGER 

Information Items 

Ind ia-Pakistan Situation: The war in the tas t ha s r eache d its 
f ina l sta g e s . Th e I ndiin force s a r e e n c i;cling Da c c a and pre 
pa ring for the f inal a ssault if the Pak forc es in t h e c a pital 
area r e fus e to s urre nde r . Pak r e sistanc e e l sewh ere in the 
province appea fs on th e verg e of total colla pse , altho ugh the y 
c ontinue to hold some isolated a reas . Faced with this des p er
at e situation, the top Pak military officia l in Dacca has c a lled 
on the UN to a r r a n ge (a) peaceful tra ns fe r o f power t o th e 
ne l ec t e d r e presentat iv es of East Pak ista n," (b) a n immed i a t e 
c eas e - fire, (c) repa tria tion of the Pak f o rces t o Wes t Pa k ~ 
is t ct11, (~) r e patriation or all othe r We s t Pak person ne l who 
d es ir e to l e av e , (e) the safety of ·the other s s e ttl e d in Ea s t 
Paki s t a n s i nc e 1947 and (f) a guarantee o f no r e pri sals . 

In the West, the Indians seem to be succ~ssfully r ep ulsing Pak 
attacks in Kashmir, but show no signs yet of initia ting a major 
offensive of their own . Repeated Indian air strike s and shell 
ings from na~al forces on Karachi have d ealt a major blow to 
Pakistan's POL supply. One expe rienced observer on t he s pot 
judges that unde r optimum conditions West Pa kistan ma y run out 
of key POL items in about two week~ and, under the mos t likely 
combination of circumsta nces , supplies will dry up ev e n sooner . 
In the Lahore and other are as to the north, the India n air at 
tacks a re conc entrating more h eavily on commun icat ion s , the 
power infrastructure arid more direct military target s . Some _ 
observers think that the purpose of these he avy air a ttacks is 
to soften up West Paki s t a n for an all - out I ndian gro und offe n
sive as soon as the situa tion is under contro l in the East . 
There a re some unconfirme d reports that the Indians may already 
be beginning th e proce s s of shifting a i rcraft and troops to the 
Western front . 
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On the sea , the Paks have apparently given up trying to contest 
the apprdaches to their ports in both th e East and West . The 
Paks, from Yahya on down, are charging tha t Soviet technicia n s 
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aboard th~ OSA missile boat s which have sunk a Pak destroyer 
attacked the Karac h i port area . 

Mrs. GAndhi has 
said that there are 11 s ome indications the Chinese intend 
to intervene mi litarily. She did not reveal her evidence, but 
report edly said that the Chinese may cre~·te border incidents 
in the East before the fall of Dacca and later take some action 
in the contested Lad akh area n ear Kashmir. So far, we have no 
ev idence that the Chinese are actually planning such actions. 

Th e UN could soon be seized with the Pak c e ase-fire request. 
Pakistan has also formally accepted the _General Assembly resol
ution and Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Bhutto is 
arriving in New York to lead the Pak delegation . Before h e 
left Islamabad, Bhutto said he would like to see you while he 
is in the U. S. and Yahyi has express~d h is hope that jou can 
do this . Mrs. Gandhi , at a mass student rally today, said that 
India "neither accepted nor rej ected " the General Assembly resol 
ution, but was giving it " serious consideration . " Indian Foreign 
Minist er Swaran Singh and Foreign Secretary T.N . Kaul are on 
their way to New York. 

The Indians hav e announced a bombing pause over both Dac c a and 
Karachi for evacuation pruposes. Eva~uation planes will be 
given safe conduct into Karachi fo r four-hour periods today 
and tomorrow and the Dacca airport is to b e free from attacks 
for 24 hours so that it can be repaired . Foreign evacuation 
planes bound for Dacca will then b e given safe conduct for 10 
hour s on Saturday on the condition tl1at they land at Calcutta 
before and after going to Dacca. UN p ersonnel r epor t ed ly will 
remain behind in Dacca for possible assistance in arranging a 
cease - fire or surrender . 

Paris Tal~s : The Communist side refused to agree to a postpone
ment of the December 16 meeting as propo se d by Ambassador 
Porter. 

Ambassador Porter again quoted Premier Pham Van Dong ' s Peking 
statement that the " 7 Point" proposal was "an offensive to · 
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