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KENNETH ~URTIS 
January 20, 1970 GOVERNO~ 

The Hunorcble Richard M. Nixon 
President of the United S:-afes 
The vVh ite House t 
Woshingron, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Pres iden t : 

I wish to call your attention to a sHuorion that deeply disrurbs 
me as Governor of j-he Stare of Moine. 

In the past year, because of supplemental Federal flJnds, more 
than 17,000 needy Maine children have received free or reduced rate 
meals or schools. This represents em increase within the period of 
November 1968 to November 1969 of 10,000 Ma ine youngsrers thot eIre 
being helped. 

This supplerr.ent(J1 funding is about to expire. Unless emergency 
funds are immediately secured, the program of meals for needy children 
.in Maine schools will practiccl!!y be eliminated. Only 1,000 children 
will be left in the program and 16,000 will be dropped. 

The emergency funding for the State of Maine that would be 
required is $336,500. This sum would accommodate the children presently 
participating and those that are daily being identified as needy. 

In a land of plenty such as the U;Jited Stares, a failure to maintain 
our eHori's at cornbatring hun3er and rnalnurrition among our youngsters 
represents an ir.rolerable fcilure of nqi-ionol purpose, it seems to me. [ 
ask your help to avert this impending hardship on the needy children of 
Moine. 
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