
want to learn more?

EXPLORING AFRICA

STUDENT ACTIVITY BOOK
the richard nixon presidential library and museum has 30,000 different artifacts on 
display and in storage. many of these items are known as head of state gifts. world 
leaders often give presents to our presidents and first ladies when they visit the 
white house or when the first family visits their official homes. each time president 
richard nixon and first lady pat nixon received a gift from a foreign leader they 
were really accepting that gift for you. the beautiful head of state gifts in this 
gallery belong to all of us. but please don't take any of them home!

each gift in this special exhibit tells a different story. it mirrors a time, a place and 
a culture that you are probably not familiar with, but which you will find interest-
ing. read a label, ask your guide, or just make a mental note to go home and google 
it! but whatever you do, don't miss the chance to let each one be a key to opening some-
thing new for you. 

in this special "just for students" area we are focusing on the head of state gifts 
that the nixon family received from african leaders. we hope you have fun, learn 
something new, and, most of all enjoy exploring. 

for other student activities and to learn more about the life and times of president 
nixon, please visit our website at www.nixonlibrary.gov.

changing times
LOTS OF THINGS HAVE CHANGED IN AFRICA over the LAST 100 years. 
SOME COUNTRIES NO LONGER EXIST, SOME HAVE CHANGED THEIR 
NAME, while some remain the same.   See if you can FILL-IN-THE- 
BLANKS BELOW WITh THE CORRECT ANSWER.

NAME IN 1914      KNOWN TODAY AS

1, german southwest africa                          ______________________________________

2. gold coast      ______________________________________

3.__________________________________   western sahara

4. belgian congo      _______________________________________

NAME IN 1969      KNOWN TODAY AS

1. __________________________________  burkina faso

2. southern rhodesia     ________________________________________

3. sudan       ________________________________________

4. ___________________________________  benin

visit the following websites to learn more 
about richard nixon and the nation’s  presiden-
tial libraries:
www.nixonlibrary.gov
www.archives.gov/presidential-libraries

to see even more head of state gifts, check out our virtual exhibit:
http://www.nixonlibrary.gov/exhibits/gifts/htmlversion.php

answer key
matching:  a-f, c-b, d-e
history detective: 1. ethiopian bracelet, 2. book from the united arab republic
map quest: 1. madagascar, 2. liberia, 3. eritrea, 4. france, 5. egypt, 6. liberia, ivory coast, ghana, 7. britain, france, italy, 
somalia, 8. liberia, morocco, 9. senegal, 10. ethiopia, liberia. 
changing times:  1. namibia, 2. ghana, 3. rio de oro, 4. democratic republic of congo, 1. upper volta, 2. zimbabwe, 3. sudan, 4. 
dahomey

TREASURES
VAULT

FROM THE



map quest
Use the maps of Africa from colonial times, Nixon’s era, and 
today to find the answer to the questions below:

1. in 1960 the malagasy republic gained its independence from france.  it is now 
known as _________________________________. it is africa’s largest island country.

2. of the african countries richard nixon visited in his lifetime,  
_______________________ is farthest  south.

3. in 1993, ___________________________________ voted to become independent from 
ethiopia after more than thirty years of war.

4. during the colonial period, __________________________ controlled the majority of 
northwest africa. 

5.  as president, richard nixon  only visited one african country, __________________.  
this country has the world’s longest river.

6. as first lady, pat nixon visited ________________________, 
_________________________, and____________________________.  monrovia, the capital of one 
of these countries, is named after james monroe, the fifth american president.

7. during the colonial period, ____________________, _______________________, and 
____________________________ controlled parts of somaliland.  today this country is 
known as _______________________.

8. richard nixon visited ____________________ and ___________________ as vice president 
and as a private citizen.

9. of the countries with official gifts on display, ______________________ is farthest 
west. 

10.   in 1914, _____________________________ and _______________________ were the only 
independent nations in africa. 

think like the president

be a history detective
See if you can use the clues to discover the artifact described 
below:

MYSTERY GIfT #2
i come from a country in eastern africa.
if you look closely, you’ll see that i am decorated 
with the seal of my country.
i am made of gold.
i am a gift from his imperial majesty, haile i. selassie.   

ANSWER:___________________

ANSWER:___________________

matching

CAN YOU MATCH THE PICTURE OF THE GIFT WITH THE  MAP OF THE 
COUNTRY IT COMES FROM?

a

f

c

b

e
d

ANSWER THE QUESTIONS BELOW LIKE YOU ARE THE PRESIDENT of the 
UNITED STATES. 
 
which african nation would you most like to visit? ________________________________________
why?________________________________________________________________________________________

what would you bring as a gift?___________________________________________________________
why?________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________

MYSTERY GIfT #1
i come from a country in northern africa.
my country has a famous sphinx.
i tell an ancient story.
i am a gift from the minister of culture.


