School Lunch Program 
Introduction Draft #1
On May 14, 1970, President Nixon signed into law the National School Lunch Act (H.R. 515).  The Act increased the reach and scope of the federal lunch program for children living below the poverty line, originally established in the 1946 School Lunch Act (see Briefing Memo on HR 515).  

The Nixon Administration’s efforts on school lunch program reform were part of a larger focus on federal health and nutritional assistance for poor Americans.  In December 1969, President Nixon addressed the White House Conference Food, Nutrition and Health and mentioned school lunch reform as part of the Administration’s overall effort to reduce hunger (see text of Nixon’s speech).  In early 1970, it became clear that many state governments had not received enough federal funds to adequately fund the existing school lunch program, and many state officials pleaded with the Administration for supplement funding (see Letters from MD, ME and IL).  At the same time, questions were raised by sources outside government about how states were using the federal funds they received for school lunch programs – were funds being misappropriated to support other programs and/or to benefit schools primarily in wealthy areas (see LA Times editorial, Rinlaub letters, and letter from ladies of Albuquerque)? Lastly, concerns were raised about how to protect the privacy of those children and families identified as eligible for subsidized lunches (see memos regarding scrips program enacted in the D.C. school district).

Once President Nixon signed the National School Lunch Act, additional funds were needed for the fiscal year 1971 in order to enlarge the program as dictated in the Act—a goal  the Administration aimed to achieve by Thanksgiving 1970 (see Nixon’s letter to President of the Senate). Additional funding for the school lunch program from Congress became entangled with reauthorize of funds for the Special Milk Program, whereby the Department of Agriculture was given funds to provide free milk to school children regardless of their socio-economic status.  The Nixon Administration deemed funding the Special Milk Program as secondary to fully funding the expanded school lunch program.  Also, the Administration made the point that more poor children would receive milk as part of the expanded school lunch program than under the tradition Special Milk Program.  A fight with Congress ensued over appropriations for the two programs, and the President allowed the Special Milk Program bill to become law without his signature (see memo on veto strategy).  Into the fall of 1970, the Administration tried to find ways to use funds appropriated for free milk to support fully funding the school lunch program (see memo to Ehrichlman, Special Milk Program letter from Nixon to Congressional Chairman).   
