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Yh.l. will ac1taawleqe aad tJaaak you for your 
jaa_.,. Zt tett.'!r' ·to the Pr••i.e. coft¢e'l'aiag 
!"lacal Year 1'71 Budget prupG••l. for services 
ia HE VI ,medieal {aeilitl... 

Yo. may 'be a ••ured TOG" p1"~8eatatlOll .n 'behalf 
e£ t:be ~Uc H.alta Seil"'ri-ce Ho.ap1tal 1. Baltimore 
will be hro'Q.abt to tit. Pr••ldaDt'. atteaUoa aad 
sltal'lI. witb tao.e who are lavolved 1. a eOQ.tlluung 
reviaw C)f health care aeeda. 

SIneere11'. 

William E" TlntInons 
A ..ista-.t to the President 

HoAOrahle Fa.I B••parbanes 
H'aue Q£ Repres.alatlves 
We..hLngtcm. D. C. 26515 

bee: wi incoming to Bill Gifford for further handling. ~..;-I., 
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PAUI~ S. SAT/BANES, R"",... I!107 

<!Congrt55 of tbe Wnfttb ~tatt5 

1!}ou~e of lteprt5tntatibt5 

~ufJington. I),Qt:. 20515 


~r,muary 29, 1971 

'rhe "res) dent 

The Wni te House 

Wushington, D. C. 
 .'t 
D(:ar Mr. Presiden t : 

I aIr. writir.g to express my deep concern over the closing of 

the U. S. Public Health Hospitals proposed in the budget submitted 

toda'! to the Con9ress. As I understand it, the Administration 

intend::; LO clos€.c out the eight PUblic Health Servi.ce Hospitals and 

t:le thil:ty outf",tient clinics in Fiscal 1972 and will seek to shift 

LJ(::: lJurdE:n of furniE.hing health care now being met by these 

LlcilitlE:'S to cd.her providers of mccdical services. 
 J,, 

Wilde I caB on]y speak in detail about the activities of the 

Pilbli.c 1j('~l.tb ~:t'l"Vi(E' Hosllitnl in Holtimore, I do believe, based 

')11 t:J1(;; Ba]l:i.mon' sUuatj.:m, that the proposed closings are an 

·3(,:tion directly conLradicting in many respects your State of 

h;e Uniun address on January 22, 1971. In that address you set 

forth. the improving of America's health care ·,as your fourth great 

goal and specifically mentioned the need to get m015e. medical care 

resources into those areas that~have not been adequately served. 

The Baltimore Public Health Service Hospital, in addition to pro­

viding medical services for those classes of people for whom the 

Federal Government has assumed medical care responsibility, has 

been involved in planning with communitY,groups for the 

e: tahlL;hment 01 a {omprehE:Jlsive prepaid health program in an 
ir,nur ci ty area whele the availabi] i ty of private medical services 
h almo:lt non-existEnt. Furthermore, the hospital has been 
actively enyaged in training medical personnel and has been 
ci.1rryin,{ out your acmoni tion for ne~i programs to encourage better 
?revcntive medicine by establishin~J a unique Health Evaluation ", 

C\::nter. All of thelOe activities are described in greater detail 
in the ul1closed letter which was sent some weeks ago to Secretary 
Richi.1rd:5on ',..hen rumc,rs about the proposed closings first became 
;molic. 

J:
In your State <:.f the Union address you also indicated that you 


..vuuld ask [or an extra $100 million to launch an intensive campaign 
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t::> find " cure for C.l:lcer. The Baltimore Cancer Research Center, 
a clinicctl facility ()f the National Cancer Institute, is located 
at the Public Health3ervice Hospital in Baltimore. This research 
center has be'~n doinl outstanding work in the chemotherapy treatment 
of cancer, and L~ an part of the research effort being 
carried on by tl1e National Cancer Institute. Over a period of time 
outstanding research facilities and, more importantly, an o4,.tstanding 
rcse;1rch team have develo?ed, all of which are now jeopardized 
by the Jlrol'os(~d (lcti:>:1 c'mcern ing the Hospital. Surely a total 
national commibnent to achieve the goal of conquering the dread 
dise(lse of canc:s-r req..lires kee.9ing this major cancer research 
mit in being. 

Finally, I am particularly disturbed by the lack of in-depth 
stud? bI the Des:artment of Health, Education and Welfare and the 
Office of Hanagement and Budget which seems to lie behind this 
dec:isiod to clo~;(' the Public Health Service Hospitals. Only 
after t!l(~ dech:ion bad apparently been reached did the Departmont 
send OUI: e,lct-f jJldirlg team:; tc' look into and evaluate the particular 
sjttl.lti.<)tt 'i_ll «tel! al€·'t. 1\t: lI(' time' h,'is there been consultation by 

I 

thl' J)ep.lrt::l,~nt \nth local health planning agencies who are charged 
wi th re.~"-)onsibj l:i.ty for compn.,hensive health planning under the 
"pClr tnership fOJ~ he;:.l th" concept contained in Federal legislation. 

Th,~ propo~;ecl clc)sings rais~, I believe, very substantial 
questio:1S as tc ,10'".., the Federal Government shall proceed in achieving 
the i1ighly desir;ibl(, goal of ir!1proving America r s health care. 
I very much hope th(: Administration will recognize these questions 
and re-evaluate the position l.t has taken on the Public Health 
Service Ilospit:i.,ls. 

Respectfully, 
,/- -", 

(f .J') I~_ :r· '9 
(.- - 'I .. , .' ,/.. /"V'" 

P;lul S. Sarbanes 
4l:11, Maryland 

l':;:;/dr 

Enclosure 
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