




















11

run our universities, and who almost everywhere have collapsed
or collaborated. Note, for example, in the testimony taken by
the Scranton Commission that apart from Dumke (a good man)
just about the only support for your general position came from
Sidney Hook and Steven Kelman --both socialists, but aroused
and informed anti-authoritarians.

Significantly, Commentary, the journal of the ~ rican Jewish
Committee, and by common consent one of the two or three
most important intellectual journals in the nation --or world --
has become the principal source of sustained argument againstthe 

positions of the radical left.

Whatever the case, the essential fact is that there exists here
a potentially enormously influential source of support for a
positive and reasonably optimistic view of American society -.
before, during, and after the Nixon Administration.

I would argue that this source should be encouraged, given access~
~ .OJ to the Administration, and just as importantly listened to. For

:::5 the moment, these men the K!:istols. the Trillings2_t!?;~
~abury~, the Re~~mans, the Wildavskys --a~e the tru~~

(S/ conservatives. They are defending what America has been
"'t.Jl~ ;.-. 61f able to achieve. At some future point they will doubtless be

r ./,..~. on the attack again. (Almost to a man they were against the
~. ~ war in Vietnam. But this was in 1962 when no one knew there

<i was one. By and large they now take your word that you are
O",rP r going to bring it to an end. )

To be blunt, t~~ministra!ion needs some class in it~~~rs.
~.!!~o_ment we are utterlv out~lasse_d. The price of this is
that our only dependable support comes from persons who feel
they are outclassed too. We all deserve something better.

~I

~
/'

4.

Crime does not pay.

This at least would be my view. If the electorate is worried
about the stability of the society it can only become more worried
to the degree it is reminded how unstable things are, and how
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much lawlessness exists. Crime and disorder are "natural"
issues for a party out of power. They are an implicit indictment
of the competence of the party in power. T first operating
~r~n~i~le of a.np~nC~~"'~T j.Q tn~t if vou do!!.'.!~ th~~~~t 1 gs
are going~~!or the o~

Surely, confidence in the Johnson administration was severely
shaken by the annual succession of urban riots. In no sense
could he be said to have been responsible. But then the Emperors
of China surely were not responsible when the Yangtze flooded.
Yet when it did the folk concluded that the mandate of heaven
had been removed, and so frequently was the head of the Emperor.

There are two further points here, of which the first is that
relatively little can be done about the problem. No one under-
stands crime well enough to know how to prevent it. We have
some notion about street crime, and have some (small) success
to claim here in Washington. (Although, of course, things
are considerably worse today than they were when we took
office.) But we have almost no understanding of how to control
nihilist crime of the kind we have been giving such prominEnce
to of late. V,lhat can It control you had better not draw attentiun

t~ ~-v~...t:

There is a more subtle, perhaps overly subtle, point which Iwould 
also raise. As you know, I am strongly of the view that

the politics of the radical left in this country at this time --as
in most countries at most times --are a form of upper class
aggression. Close up, this fact is rather blurred. (Assuming
of course that it is a fact.) But from sufficient distance it is often
obvious. In the 1930's when Iwas growing up in New York City
the Ivy League campuses were teeming with radical youth intent
on redeeming the working man through the C. I. O. or whatever.
We could not have cared less. From America Firsters to
Young Communists they were all the same to us: I'rich college
f---s. 'I I do not know, but strongly suspect, that especially

to working class America, the misbehavior of students is seen
as a form of class privilege. Which it is. The instinctive
response to the worker in such situations is to turn to the
Democratic, not the Republican party. To this I am equally
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sure is added a resentment at being reminded that something
he very much wants for his kids --a college education --may
not be good for them.

You have been meticulous in pointing out that the radicals are
a small minority. But these nice distinctions have not always
characterized Administration spokesmen, and the general
impression is that we have been running against lIthe kids. II

I hope I might be understood as proposing that we pound away
at the problem of crime --especially t~e heroin probkm --
but that we make less of an issue of its increase. As with the
w-ar--i~ Vietnam, we should look to the prospect of ';;portlii"g.
that un er e ministration it as dec ine .

Envoi

As you said at the Cabinet meeting last Thursday, it is peace
and the pocketbook that matter. These should be our principal
themes of the next two years. Peace at home and abroad.
Prosperity, not just of the pocketbook, but also of the spirit.
.former should not be hard. ~ Qreat challenfle is to-
b~iR~ ~Q8 Qa~~n,., tntb'" pni,.,i- 'TTho"e ~t i~ n"'i"'o~n,.", prmln nf
wi1;at it is a~- r r'. .

Daniel 

P. Moynihan


