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Dr. Kissinger: We will keep most of our force in Thailand. I think that
our successor will want to keep them on if all goes well.

P. M. Lee: Ihope so. The critical thing is to avoid panic. Even if we
don't panic, Hanoi and not China, may want to get you out of Southeast
Asia. They may send supplies to the Malayan Communist party.

Dr. Kissinger: To the Malayan Communist Party operating in Thailand?

P. M. Lee: In Malaysia itself.

Dr. Kissinger: How does causing trouble in Malaysia get us out of South-
east Asia?

P. M. Lee: By making their movement respectable. If things get really
bad, the Malays will call on the Indonesians for help, and this will cause a
polarization between the Malays and the non-Malays with the respectable
people among the non-Malays then opting for Communism. They would
have no alternative.

Dr. Kissinger: What is the solution?

P.M, Lee: The solution is maintaining political and economic stability
and providing security. We can help.

Dr. Kissinger: How? Do you have military forces?

P.M. Lee: I am not exactly defenseless. I can give them some help.

Dr. Kissinger: do you mean that your forces and the Malay forces would
join together in putting down the terrorists among the non-Malays?

P, M. Lee: That's right. This is what we had in mind in joining Malaysia
in the first place, but their conservatives got the upper hand and kicked us
out,

Right now there is a real crisis between the Malays and the non-Malays.
They are trying to control the educati>n of the non-Malays, and three-
quarters of the non-Malays have failed the Malay language examination.
This is a very serious matter for them, because without a pass you can't
go from primary school into middle school or from middle school into
college. All of this builds resentment.

Dr. Kissingér: Will they make any concessions?
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P.M, Lee: Not now.

Dr. Kissinger: With them could you suppress an insurrection?

P. M, Lee: No doubt about it,

Dr. Kissinger: I am sympathetic. If there is anything you can do to help
stabilize the situation in the area, we will try to help you.

I would like to set up a channel to you with this place. I will designate
some intelligence man who will have a direct channel to you, and then
if you have something specific in mind will you feel free to get in
touch with me through him?

P, M, Lee: Yes.

Dr. Kissinger: And can I ask things of you?

P, M. Lee: Yes, and we can bounce some ideas around.

Dr. Kissinger: I will designate some intelligence person. We don't do this
sort of thing with very many others.

P. M. Lee: This is really a crucial period, it can never be the same again.

The Vietnamese have to carry it on their own.

Dr. Kissinger: I agree. The longer we can keep it together, the better.
A1l of this is essential. Therefore, I need people like you to help me,
Speaking frankly, this is because I cannot always be perfectly informed.

P. M. Lee: If you think we are of value,

Dr. Kissinger: Very much.

P. M. Lee: I have one last passing thought: don't let the Indonesians
think they can deal.

Dr. Kissinger: I haven't found that their precision of thought is outstanding.

P. M., Lee: They never have any concrete ideas.

Dr. Kissinger: They have never studied even moving two divisions

P. M, Lee: That is the whole trouble; they will have to live off the land.
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Dr. Kissinger: And how can they carry out such an enterprise?
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would move to Sumatra, and then make a quick jump across the Straits

of Mallacca. It would be easy if friendly forces hold the landing area.

Dr. Kissinger: What do you think would happen if the Indonesians helped
out?

P. M. Lee: Disaster, because you would present the non-Malays who donijt
want to be Communists with no option but to support them. Indonesia is
70% Javanese and they are different from the Malaysians. The Indonesian
knows that he is a Javanese,.

Dr. Kissinger: The Indonesians don't care much for guerrilla warfare

P.M, Lee: No, but they have a thirstfor extensive military power. It will
be a useful experience for them to be on the supervisory team in Vietnam.

I don't want you to think that I believe all is dark.

Dr. Kissinger: No, I don't think you are neurotic. Your position requires
realism. I know what you are saying. We want no major change and we
want everything to go as slow as possible., We are willing to cooperate.
Certainly before any drastic move in Indochina, you will contacted. Of
great importance is Thailand. I will attach great importance to our new
communications link., Although I am very busy, once I identify a problem
I can move fast.

P. M. Lee: The crucial thing is not to have any crisis spring unexpectedly.
It should be envisaged.

Dr. Kissinger: If one has to improvise a response he is in bad shape.

P.M. Lee: You have to get a contact man.

Dr. Kissinger: I will tell your Ambassador by early next week who he is
to be.

P. M. Lee I mustbe absolutely quiet, no leakage or else it would be counter-

Dr. Kissinger: There is never a leak here. My staff may be incompetent,
but they areloyal. Even our Ambassador will not know.
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