










































































































































another sensational stop. We had about fifteen to 

twenty thousand people there. 

Albuquerque we flew on in, to arrive in Ontario. I 

think we called the rally for six o'clock. May be sevey, 

o'clock, I don't know, anyway the files will show what 

time it was. So that was the fourth. 

was the fifth, which was Sunday. I called a meeting at 

ten o'clock, ended up being ten-thirty, in the 

conference room in the Western White House, of the 

advance men that had participated in that evening's 

Those advance men were Duval, who was the 

senior representative •••• 

Let me Just make one other point right quick. All 

during the time we were building this advance 

operation, I was the expert. Haldeman felt better, 

Dwight felt better and, I'm sure, if the President knew 

about it, he would have felt better, that on every stop 

I was on the ground. I may not get in there until the 

night before, but we'd call a countdown meeting. The 

countdown meeting transpired the evening before the 

evey,t. It pulled everybody in that had anything to do 

with anything, as far as that event was concerned. 

They went through it from the time that airplane was 

approaching, fifteen minutes out, until it was fifteen 

It was the movements, the diagrams of 

the airport, the diagrams of the motorcade route, the 

cars, the radios in the cars, you know, everything. 
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Just everything that was going to happen was talked 

about in that countdown meeting. So if there was any 

pt-"c,blem, if a 1'"1 age1'"lt said, "N,::tw wait a mi1'"lute, thet"e 

are ropes and barrels in that area?" "U1'"lh '.th, they't"e 

1'"I,:,t ther"e." Well, Timmy c,:,uld say, "I wa1'"lt tc, ro,:,ve my 

pt"ess tht",:,I.tgh that at"ea." It gc,t it t"i ght C'1'"1 the 

table, right now. Well, this was something I did a 

1':'1'"lg time ago, dl.lt"i1'"lg my fit"st adva1'"lces, I said, "By 

God, I'm going to get everybody that has got anything 

to say about this trip, and I'm going to get them in 

one room, and we're going to sit down and we're going 

t,:, tal kit ,:,vet". Because that's how things will go 

Wt"C'1'"lg [p':'I.mdi1'"lgJ." Well, I would always get i1'"1 there 

for that countdown meeting. 

which was my code name, when I hit the ground, it was 

immediate fear, because, I had been there probably four 

or five times before. There wasn't anything that one 

of these guys was going to experience that I hadn't 

experienced before, and probably got in trouble for, or 

at least made a mistake. Or had corrected the mistake 

before it became a problem. 

SY: Hm hmm. 

RW: I had a great tendancy, and it was part of my style, to 

instill great fear. When I got into there, that son of 

a bitch had better be buttoned down. Excuse my 

It'd better be buttoned down to the point 

where [snaps fingersJ it's right, now. We 11 , i t g ,:,t to 
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a point where I couldn't physically do it, because I 

had responsibilities here, I had responsibilities as 

far as all kinds of •••• But I didn't need to do any 

more, because what I had, was I had three Ron Walkers, 

or three senior advance men. Duval, Clower and Henkel. 

And so, during [1972J these men were me. They wOIJld g':' 

in and be there, sometimes they were there for the 

But they would let the lead advance man 

They'd be more of a sounding board for advice 

and counsel and everything else. 

Yeah, some people may say, in going back, that we had a 

hell of a lot of men involved in a presidential stop. 

Well, it tc,c,k that. We proved that it was the right 

way tc, dc, it. Now, we may have been able to do it with 

less men and have the same results. I'll never want to 

chaYlce it. I'll never chance it, and I wouldn't have 

chanced it then. But that worked. 

Well anyway, Duval was the senior representative 

on the Ontario stop. Homer Luther was the lead, and 

with him, he had Peter Jarvis, Peter Murphy, Wayne 

Whitehill, John Pitchess, Jim Kolstad, Jack [John E.J 

Packard, Tom Hart, and some others. Sandy [Sanford R.J 

Abbey was with them. Phil [Philip H.J Martyr was with 

them. I'm going around the table when we, well those 

were the guys that came in the next morning. I had 

picl-t.ed up "Red" [B. M. J CavaYley aYld Dewey Cl,:,wel-"' 1YI 

Albuquerque and taken them into California. S'j they 
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were in the room also. I kind of suspected that Dwight 

was up to something. About an hour before, Dwight 

called me and he said, "What time is yc'Ut" meetiY'lg?1I I 

sa i d , " We 11, it's at t eY'l-t h it"t y. II He sa i d , II Oh , I 

thc.ught it was at teY'I." AY'ld I said, "Nc', it's at teY'l­

t h it"t y." He sa i d , " We 1 I , the Pl""es i d eY'lt i s pt"':' ba b 1 Y 

g.:.iY'lg t.::. dc. a dt"':'p by. II AY'ld I thc.I_lght, "Geez, that's 

seY'lsat i ':'Y'la 1. II S.:. we weY'lt i Y'I, aY'ld I st at"t ed my meet i Y'lg, 

and I didn't tell any of these guys. 

the door opened, Steve Bull stepped in and said, 

"Gent lemeY'l, the P1""esideY'lt .::.f the UY'1i ted States. II 

Well, these guys had worked for the President, 

Mike, in his case, for three years, some of the other 

ones for two years, and then some, most recently, this 

year, had never met the President. Mike had met him, 

but Just a handshake and a thanks after an advance. A 

good advance, I normally would take them on the plane 

and the President could at least shake their hand and 

I always felt that I should do it in 

the plane, as opposed to doing it on the ground, 

because on the ground everybody was looking. 

guy that's been on the ground for four or five days, 

that's talking for the President of the United States. 

All of a sudden I walk up and introduce him to the 

President of the United States, they're going to think, 

"I th.:.I_lght this guy kY'lew the PI'''esideY'lt all al':'Y'lg, ••• " 

SY: [Laughtet"]. 
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RW: ••• "I the.,.lght he was dl""'iYIi<iYlg buddies with him. II S.:., 

that was kind of an awkward situation, so I always took 

them on the back of the plane, and then, as he was 

coming to his quarters, I'd have them there in the 

aisle. 

The President came in very relaxed. The Gallup 

and Harris polls had come out that morning and, he was 

something like twenty-seven points ahead; he was Just 

very relaxed and very calm. He talked for about 

twenty, maybe twenty to twenty-five minutes. AYld he 

said, II I kYIOW what y.:.I.l meYI de., what ye.l.l have te. de.. I 

know what sacrifices you've had to make and I know what 

it must be d.:.iYlg t.;:. Y':'Ul""' families." He said, "I kYI':'w 

it's difficult for your wife to think about you out 

there with all those cute little 'Nixonaires' and 

, Ni xe'Ylettes' aYld evet"'yth i Ylg. II He said, II I kYI':'w he.w 

hard ye.l.l have t.:. w.:.rk. II He said, "I kYI':'w the tt"'al.lmat ic 

experience it is to have to stand on an airport and 

worry about whether the crowd's going to show up, or 

whether it's going to rain, or whether the sun's going 

te. shiYle, aYld evet"'ythiYlg. II Well, it was JI.lst--het"'e is 

the President of the United States standing there 

talking to a group of little guys, that had done a hell 

of a Job for him, but never asked for anything. Never 

asked for anything, period. The rewards they got were 

something that you couldn't buy in a store, or any~ody 

could ever give you. It was something that they 
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SY: 

earned, and they •••• It was something they'll carry 

with them the rest of their lives. But, te. have the 

President stand there and talk to them about the things 

they had beeY'1 de.iY'lg, made them t~ealize, "Yes, het~e's a 

man that does know what we have to go through. He 

may not know the minute details and stuff like that, 

but at least he has aY'1 empathy with what e.l.lt~ J.:.b is." 

He talked about, well, for a long time. 

what the last four years has meant, and what the next 

four years will mean to America. 

opportunity to be a part of this was really the only 

thing that mattered. That they'd been a part of 

something that's really bigger than him, or any 

individual in that room, and for that they should carry 

away a great sense of accomplishment and a great 

contribution to something that was far bigger than all 

e.f I.IS. So that kind of wrapped up my career right 

Well, Just very briefly, but is there 

anything which stands out at this point? I l'~eal i ze 

that perspectives will change over the next few years 

when you have a •••• Is there anything which stands out 

as being of particular interest that you might want to 

talk about later, in more depth? Any of the trips, 

which might be outstanding, or any ••• ? 

RW: Well, I've done some three hundred, I've done over 

three hundred advances for the President. 
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SY: Hm hmm. 

RW: Everyone of them I learned something. Everyone of 

them was a new experience. And they're--yeah, fine, 

you go into a rally, and a rally's a rally, and you 

can't change a rally. But, there were different 

people. There were different associations, different 

friendships made. If I had to--and I have thought 

about this. There are probably three or four things, 

maybe a half a dozen. You have to take and divioe it 

into two sectors. 

advancing. 

One of them is the domestic side of 

SY: Hm hmm. 

RW: And the other is the international. The international 

side is something that, really, one can never truly 

explain. What it's all about. Because you all of a 

sudden find yourself really an ambassador for the 

President, and yet still a con artist. Yet you're 

dealing with some pretty fair con artists themselves. 

I would say, probably, well, it WOUld, beyond any 

doubt--the one international advance that I had, out of 

the ten or so that I did, was China. 

SY: Hm hmm. 

RW: I could talk, again, the better part of the day about 

China. It was probably the most unique experience that 

any person in the last twenty-five years has ever had. 

I happen to have shared that, I happen to have been at 

the focal point of that experience. Because I spent 
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seven weeks in that country as the President's 

representative, with no ambassador, no embassy, and 

having to handle the better part of a hundred, CupJ to 

eventually four hundred, people. That would be the 

internat--, or course Russia, again, you'd have to 

slash it, but in Russia you had an embassy. 

SY: Hm hmm. 

RW: Russia had had foreign dignataries, you know heavy 

dignataries visit their country before. The largest 

party that China had ever had was thirty-five. To 

include the head of state, plus press and everything, 

thirty-five. We came blowing along with four hundred 

people. So that's the international side. I could 

talk about China and Russia, China probably more than 

anything else. I could talk about India. Did England, 

did Italy, did Ireland, did Mexico, did the Rpollo XIII 

splash down in Hawaii, which was really a domestic, but 

it was, well, I think as close as you can do a.... Did 

Canada. 

Domestically, I think the two or three, four 

things that stand out most vivid in my mind, was the 

Rpollo XIII splash down, which we only had twenty-four 

hours to do it. It's when those astronauts almost 

died. The President flew out and presented the 

Medal of Freedom. Incredible experience on my behalf, 

because I moved mountains to make that thing happen. 

The Whitney Young funeral in Lexington, Kentucky, as 
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funny as it might seem. I'll bet I've done at least a 

half a dozen funerals, include the [CharlesJ DeGaulle 

funeral. But Whitney Young was, obviously, black; he 

had a very unique organization that he was president 

of. They were hard core blacks, and they were not very 

inclined to deal with whites at all. Probably one of 

the toughest advances, on a short period of time, short 

notice, that I've ever had to do. Because they took 

the body from New York into Louisville, where it laid 

in rest for an evening, and then they had a motorcade. 

And at one point they were talking about somewhere in 

the vicinity of between five and ten thousand cars 

being a part of that motorcade in the fifty mile drive 

from Louisville to Lexington, Kentucky, where the 

funeral would transpire. The President wanted to be 

there for the funeral. Well, how do you have tne 

President of the United States come when the motorcade 

is going to be--I mean, there's no telling when the 

motorcade's going to arrive. The President sat in his 

Oval Office and I sat on the pnone in Lexington, 

Kentucky, and never left my hotel room, because I had 

Vern [Vernon C.J Coffey. I picked my, I got to the 

pOint, because I was King Kong, where I could pick my 

advance team, I could pick my agent. 

SY: Hm hmm. 

RW: I could pick my military aide. I could pick my 

communications officer, whicn is a very agreeable 

76 



SANITIZED 
position to be in. But I took Vern Coffey, who was 

black. I took [NAME RESTRICTEDJ, who was black. 

probably two or three other black agents. 

became, actually became site advance men for me. We 

discussed this, and we knew it. And we knew that was 

the best way to go about doing it. I had tc, make a 

call, a Judgment call, as to where that cortege was. 

The President would walk out of his office at my 

signal. "Mister P\""eside\'"lt, we't"e t"eady t,:, leave." 

Walks out of his office, gets in his airplane, his 

helicopter, goes to Air Force One, flies to Lexington, 

Kentucky, Bluegrass Airport. [1 had toJ make that 

call, where the President didn't have to sit on that 

plane for an hour, or two hours. 

SY: Hm hmm. 

RW: Or three hours. 

sweat i \'"Ig b 1 c,,;:.d. 

Even a half hour I would have been 

Well, I called Mike Schrauth in, I had 

Mike Duval with me. 1 put Mike Schrauth in a wire 

service car with a telephone. He was there at four 

o'clock in the morning in Louisville, watching tne 

pt"c,cess i ';:'\'"1. I was on the radio with him for something 

like eight hours. 1 had a telephone in my ear, or the 

girl that, the volunteer secretary that I had there was 

monitoring it for me. He rode in that motorcade. He 

had driven that thing tWice, and he had, we'd had 

fourteen checkpoints of how much time it took to get 

from here to there, driving at forty miles an hour, 

SANITIZED 
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bang to bang to bang. I mean, Just nothing left to 

chance, except whatever they did. I called that snot 

and the President was in within ten minutes. The 

President landed, the governor met him. 

spent a few minutes with the governor [snaps fingers), 

came off and got into his car, and the motorcade 

arrived and ours arrived, Just like that. 

SY: Hmm. 

RW: After that advance the President called me. The fit"'st 

phone call I ever got from the President. He t,:,ld me 

what a fine Job I'd done, and he knew how difficult the 

situation was and everything. Those blacks Just did 

not like us, uh huh, simple as that. 

domestic advance. Apollo XIII was another. 

SY: Well, I'm sure there're so many individual incidents 

and things that can be ••• 

RW: Well, I've talked long enough. 

SY: Well, thank you so much. We .•.• 

(End of interview] 
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