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Just everything that was goivng to happen was talked
about im that courntdown meeting. So if there was any
praoblem, if an agent said, "Now wait a mirnute, there
are ropes and barrels in that area?” "Unh uh, they’re
ot there." Well, Timmy could say, "I want to maove my
press through that area." It got it right on the
table, »ight rnow. Well, this was something I did a
long time ago, during my first advarnces, I said, "By
God, I'm going to get everybody that has got anything
to say about this trip, and I'm going to get them in
one room, and we're going to sit down and welre going
to talk it over. Because that?’s how thivps will go
wrong [poundingl.”  Well, I would always get in there
fore that countdown meeting. Well, as “The Roadvuwroer, "
which was my code rname, when I hit the ground, it was
immediate fear, because, I had been there probably four
or five times before. There wasn?®t anything that one
of these guys was going to experience that I hadn?t
experienced before, and probably got in trouble for, or
at least made a mistake. Or had corrected the mistake
before it became a problem.

Hm  hem.

I had a great tendarcy, and it was part of my style, to
instill great fear. When I got into there, that son of
a bitch had better be buttoned down. Excuse my
language. it'd better be buttomed down to the point

where [snaps fingersl it’s right, rnow. Well, it got to
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a point where I couldn®t physically do it, because I
had responsibilities here, I had responsibilities as
far as all kinds of.... But I didn’t reed to do any
more, because what I had, was 1 had three Ron Walkers,
or three sernio~ advance mev. Duval, Clower awnd Henkel.
Ard so, during [19721 these men were me. They would go
in and be there, sometimes they were there for the
entire trip. But they would let the lead advance man
run it. They?d be more of a sounding board for advice
and coursel and everything else. Well, it worked.

Yeah, some pecople may say, in going back, that we had a
hell of a lot of men involved in a presidential stop.
Well, it took that. We proved that it was the right
way to do it.  Now, we may have been able to do it with
less men and have the same results. 111 rnever want to
chance it. I711 rnever charnce it, and I wouldn?t have
chanced it then. But that worked.

Well anyway, Duval was the senior representative
ont the Ontario stop. Homer Luther was the lead, and
with him, he had Peter Jarvis, PFeter Murphy, Waynre
Whitehill, Jobn Pitchess, Jim HKolstad, Jack [John E.
Packard, Tom Hart, and some others. Sandy [Banford R.]
Abbey was with them. Phil [Philip H.1 Martyr was with
them. I"m going around the table when we, well those
were the guys that came in the rnext morning. I had
picked up "Red" [(E. M.] Cavarey and Dewey Clower in

Albuguerque and takern them into California. So they
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were in the room also. I kind of suspected that Dwight
was up to something. About an hour before, Dwight
called me and he said, "What time is youwr meeting?” I
said, "Well, it's at tenm—thirty." He said, "Oh, I
thought it was at ter.” And I said, "No, it’s at tern—
thirty." He said, "Well, the FPresident is probably
going to do & dreap by." And I thought, "Geez, that'’s
sernsational.” S0 we went in, and I started my meebting,
and I didn’t tell any of these guys. All of a sudden
the door opened, Steve Bull stepped in and said,

"Gert lemen, the Fresident of the United States."

Well, these guys had worked for the President,
Mike, in his case, for three years, some of the other
crmes for two years, and then some, most recently, this
year, had never met the President. Mike had met him,
but Jgust a harndshake and a thanks after an advarnce. (&
good advance, I rrmally would take them on the plane
arnd the Fresident could at least shake their hand and
say thank you. I always felt that I should do it in
the plane, as opposed to doing it on the grownd,
because on the ground everybody was looking. Here’s a
guy that’s beern on the ground for four or five days,
that?’s talking for the Fresident of the United States.
All of a sudden I walk up and introduce him to the
fresident of the United States, they’re going to think,
"I thouwught this guy krnew the President all alovnpgye.."

8Y: [Laughterl.
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ees "l thought he was drinking buddies with him. " 8So,
that was kKind of an awkward situation, so I always took
them on the back of the plans, and ther, as he was
coming to his guarters, I’d have them there in the
aisle.

The Fresident came in very relaxed. The Gallup
arid Harris polls had come ocut that morning and, he was
something like twenty—-seven points ahead; he was just
very relaxed and very calm. He talked for aboub
twernty, maybe twenty to twenty—five minutes. And he
said, "I kKrnow what you mern do, what you have to do. I
kriow what sacrifices you’ve had to make and I kvow what
it must be doing to your families." He said, "I krow
it's difficult for your wife to think about you out
there with all those cute little Nixomaires® and
*Nixormettes! and everything.” He said, "I know how
hard you have to work. " He said, "1 know the traumatic
experience it is to have to stand on an airport and
worry about whether the orowd?s going to show up, or
whether it’s going to rain, or whether the sun’s going
to shine, and everything. " Well, it was just-—here is
the President of the Urdited States standing thnere
talking to & group of little guys, that had dorne a hell
of a job for him, but never asked for anything. Never
asked for anything, period. The rewards they got were
something that you couldn’t buy in a store, or anybody

could ever give you. 1t was something that they
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earned, arnd theY.... It was something they?ll carry
with them the rest of their lives. But, to have the
PMresident stand there and talk to them about the thirngs
they had been doing, made them realize, "Yes, here’s a
mar that does Krow what we have to go thraough. He

may wnoat know the minute details and stuff like tnat,
but at least he has an empathy with what oo jJob is.®
He talked about, well, for a long time. He went into
what the last four years has meant, and what the rnext
Four years will mean to America. [Rboutl how the
copportunity to be a part of this was really the anly
thing that mattered. That they'd been a part of
something that’s really bigger tharn him, or any
individual in that room, and for that they should carry
away a great sense of accomplishment and a great
contribution to something that was far bigger than all
of us. So that kind of wrapped up my career right
there.

I pguess so. Well, just very briefly, but is there
arnything which stands out at this point? I realize
that perspectives will change over the rnext few years
wher you have acae.. Is there anything which stawnds out
ag being of particular interest that you might wanmt to
talk about later, in more depth? Any of the trips,
which might be ocutstanding, or any...?

Well, I’ve done some three hundred, 1°ve dorne over

three hundred advarces for the Fresident.
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Hm hiram.

Every one of them I learned something. Every one of
them was a new experience. And they?re-—-yeah, fine,
you go into & rally, and a rally’s a rally, and you
can’t charnge a rally. But, there were different
people. There were different associations, different
friendships made. If I had to——and I have thought
about this. There are probably three or four things,
maybe a half a dozen. Yol have to take and diviage it
imto two sectors. One of them is the domestic side of
advancing.

Hm  hmm.

And the other is the international. The irntermational
side is something that, really, one can never truly
explain. What it’s all about. Because you all of a
sudden find yowself really an ambassador for the
President, and yet still a con artist. Yet youlre
dealing with some pretty fair con artists themselves.
I would say, probably, well, it would, beyond any
doubt——the one international advance that I hag, out of
the ten ov so that 1 did, was China.

Hm hrm.

I could talk, agairn, the better part of the day about
China. It was probably the most unique experience that
any person in the last twenty—-five years has ever had.
I happern to have shared that, I happen to have beewn at

the focal point of that experiernce. Because I spent
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seven weeks in that country as the President’s
representative, with no ambassador, no embassy, and
having to handle the better part of a bundred, [upl to
evertually four hundred, people. That would be the
internat—--, o course Russia, again, yould have to
slash it, but in Russia youw had an embassy.

Hm  hmm.

Russia had had foreign dignataries, you know heavy
dignataries visit their country before. The larpest
party that China had ever had was thirty-five. T
include the head of state, plus press and everything,
thirty—-Five. We came blowing along with four bundred
pecple. 8o that?!s the international side. I conld
talk about Chirna and Russia, China probably more than
anything else. I could talk about Indias. Did England,
did Italy, did Ireland, did Mexico, did the Apollo XITI
splash down in Hawaii, which was really a domestic, but
it was, well, I think as close as you can do &.... Did
Camnada.

Domestically, I think the two or three, Ffour
thirgs that stand out most vivid in my mind, was the
Apallo XIII splash down, which we only had twenty-—four
hours to do it. It’s when those astronauts almost
died. The Presidernt flew out and presented the
Medal of Freedom. Incredible experience on my behalf,
because I moved mountains to make that thing happer.

The Whitrney Young furneral in Lexington, Kentucky, as



furiny as it might seem. 1711 bet I've done at least a
nalf a dozen furnerals, include the [(Charles] DeGaulle
Ffuneral. But Whitrney Young was, obviously, black; he
had a very unigue organization that he was president
of. They were hard core blacks, and they were not very
irclived to deal with whites at all. Frobably orne of
the toughest advarnces, on a short period of time, shord
rotice, that I've ever had to do. Because they took
the body from New York into Louwisville, where it laid
inm rest for an evening, and then they had a motorcade.
And at one point they were talking about somewhere in
the vicinity of between five and ten thousand cars
being a part of that motorcade in the fifty mile drive
from Louwisville to Lexington, HKentucky, where the
furneral would transpire. The PFresident wanted to be
there for the furneral. Well, bhow do youl have the
President of the United States come when the motorcade
ig going to be-—I mean, there’s rno telling when the
matorcade’s going to arrive. The President sat in his
Oval Office and I sat on the pnore in Lexingtor,
Hentucky, and rnever left my hotel room, because I had
Verwn [Verronm C.1 Coffey. I picked my, I got to the
point, because I was Ming Hong, where I could pick my
advance team, I could pick my apent.

Hm hmm.

I could pick my military aide. I could pick my

communications officer, which is a very agreeable
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position to be ine But I took Vern Coffey, who was
black. I took [NAME RESTRICTEDI, who was black. And
probably two o three other black agents. RAnd they
became, actually became site advance men for me. We
discussed this, and we knew it. Arnd we krnew that was
the best way to go about doing it. I had to make a
call, a Judgmert call, as to where that cortepge was.
The President wouwld walk out of his office at my
signal. "Mister Mresident, we’re ready to leave.”
Walks ocut of his office, gets in his airvplane, his
helicopter, goes to Air Force Orne, flies to Lexington,
Kentucky, EBluepgrass Airport. LI had tol make that
call, where the President didn’t have to sit on that
plarne for an hour, or two hours.

Hr hmim.

Or three hours. Even a half hour I wouwld have been
sweating blood. Well, I called Mike Schrauth in, I had
Mike Duval with me. I put Mike Schrauth in a wire
service car with a telephore. He was there at four

2! elock in the morving in Louwisville, watching the
Process lov. I was on the radico with him for something
like eight hours. I had & telephome in my ear, or the
givrl that, the volurnteer secretary that I had there was
monitoring it for we. He rode in that motorcade. He
had driven that thing twice, and he had, we'd had
fourteen checkpoints of how much time it took to get

from here to there, driving at forty miles an howr,

SANITIZED
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bang to bang to bang. I mean, Just rothing left to
charice, except whatever they did. I called that snot
and the Fresident was in within ten minutes. The
fresident landed, the governor met him. He went up and
spent a few mirnutes with the governor [srnaps Fingersd,
came off and got inteo his car, and the motorcade
arrived and ours armrived, gust like that.

Hrari.

After that advance the President called me. The first
phore call I ever got from the President. He told me
what a fine jJab I'd done, and he krnew how difficult the
situation was and everything. Those blacks just did
not like us, wuh huh, simple as that. That’s one
domestic advance. Apollo XIII was arnocther.

Well, I'm swe there’re so many individual incidents
and things that can be...

Well, I’ve talked lowng ewncugh.

cesinteresting. Well, thank you so mach. Weoa...

CEvnd of interviewl
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