


































GS: Yeah, it would depend, it would depend. Some of the 

transportation stuff was done by Charlie Clapp. It was 

transportation policy stuff that was not of immediate need, in 

which case it would pass my desk and I wouldn't know anything 

about it. It would also pass Krogh's desk with the same reaction, 

you know, "Oh, yes." Other than that, I would pretty much know 

about it. 

TG: So for these areas that you have mentioned, your office files, 

plus Bud Krogh's, would be the gold mine, the place that we should 

look to. 

GS: Yes. We put an awful lot of blunt language down on crime and drug 

initiatives and why we were doing stuff and how it would work. 

The chron files, I think mine especially--the other reason that a 

lot of the stuff will be in mine instead of Bud's, is because my 

secretary did all the typing for Presidential papers. She was 

trained at IBM, and she typed linmediately and letter perfect, and 

so we had a gold mine going for that reason. 

TG: Was that Donna Larsen? 

GS: No it was not; it was JoAnne LaMere. It's really, it's an 

interesting group. JoAnne LaMere was my secretary and roaned with 

Kathy [Kathleen A.] Chenow, who unfortunately when OOnfeld left, 

she was Danfeld' s secretary, she went down to the Roan 16 uni t and 

entered into horror. Bud Krogh's original secretary was Jane 

Dart, who married John Canpbell and moved to the West coast. She 

was replaced by Saundra Greene, who married me after Krogh left. 

\~en Kathy Chenow left, she (my secretary Joanne) became good 

friends and roamates with Walt Minnick's secretary who's Gay, her 
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name then was Gay Guy; now it's Gay Pirozzi. So, you know, it was 

kind of a very clubby, well, it didn't apear to be that clubby, 

but it was a very fun, jovial group that enjoyed working and 

everything else. But JoAnne did the typing, JoAnne did all that, 

all that typing. And that, with Krogh's files, should be the 

schedule proposals, why the President ought to do sanething.we 

got very candid about the reasons that this needed publicity and 

why we had to do this or that. Krogh's files will be much more 

reflective of the war between Custans and BNDD because that one 

involved inevitably Cabinet members, and Krogh was very up-to-date 

on that. The policy work below that I spent more time on: 

whether CUstans would start a new initiative or how they were 

deploying their men either at ports or overseas. 

TG: were there other areas that perhaps were being handled by other 

members of the Domestic Oouncil outside of Bud Krogh's office, 

that you got involved in at any point? 

GS: Aside from executive reorganization, no. You should know that 

Ed [Edwin L.] Harper's office did an awful lot of long-range 

analysis and did the substance clearance for all papers put out 

during the election process. They would be sending around papers 

until the cows came home on topical areas. You know, they'd clear 

it before the RNC [Republican National Committee] could send 

something out, they cleared it before CRP [Committee to Reelect 

the President]. For substance, just to be sure it was close to 

what they said the government was doing. Harper would flash these 

out with a day-long turnaround, and I would do all of that work 

that came directly to me and directly back to a guy named Peter ••• 
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TG: Peter Michel. 

GS: ••• Michel. Pete's over at HUD, [Department of Housing and Urban 

Development] now, but all that work, and that won't be in my file, 

because that would be just handwritten on there, you know, 

correcting words and then sent back. Maybe it was xeroxed, maybe 

not, depending on how fast we did it, but it should be in the 

shelves. 

TG: Any substantive contact with any members of the White House staff 

outside of the Domestic Council? 

GS: No. Pretty much the Domestic Council did substance; everybody 

elso did forms, so there was form contact with speech writers, 

form contact with Rhatican, form contact with Neal Ball, but no 

substance. 

TG: How about [the] National Security Council [NSC] in these 

international areas? 

GS: No. Henry Kissinger had no interest whatsoever in narcotics and 

deeded it all to the Domestic Council. All initiatives were done 

from here. we dragged the Department of state kicking and 

screaming, same thing with Defense. Only after the President had 

breakfast with the Joint Chiefs did they decide they may have a 

drug problem. One of the appalling things now is that, without 

the President pushing on international narcotics, it's not being 

done. Now since, ever since Kissinger became Secretary of State, 

they've gotten an interest, because the NSC hadn't had a whole lot 

to do. They do have a narcotics guy now, but he wasn't around, 

and nobody was there to help in the very beginning, although there 

was a guy named Art [Arthur T.] Downey, who left very early on 

19 



around 1970, who was very helpful to Krogh in narcotics. Krogh 

took more international trips than I did, because he had to go 

around and bang ambassadors. You know, "You got to do something," 

and Minnick took them all the tline because he was putting all the 

programs together. Minnick came in pretty much with the start-up 

of narcotics internationally. His departure right after the 

reelection, 4 or 5 months I guess--well, maybe it was through the 

end of the year--signaled kind of the end of the real push on it 

too: "Yeah we do it, but we don't •••• " You know. You look at 

Minnick's files, and they should be in agreement with Krogh's or 

near Krogh's and that ought to be about the complete picture of 

international narcotics. There was a guy named Nordahl that did a 

little bit of treatment but not.... His files won't be very 

reflective of much. Donfeld started the treatment stuff and then 

went to the Special Action Office, and we relied on Donfeld to do 

it from over there. The enforcement will all be in my files, 

except for this massive battle, which some of it will be in 

Krogh's. The events, the reorganization, all that stuff will be 

in mine. Hijacking will all be in mine. The famous heroin hot 

line will be in mine. Now since then, executive reorganization 

will all be in mine. If I may, I'm going to move up to after the 

election. 

TG: Certainly, go ahead. 

GS: After the election Krogh went to DOT, and I took over those areas 

and worked as an Associate Director reporting to Cole again in the 

crline and drug area, just to follow them all through, the same 

areas will again all be in my file. The drug reorganization that 
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created DEA [Drug Enforcement Administration] occurred, the 

selection of [John R.] Bartels, the selection of [Robert L.] 

DuPont, the dealing of initiatives and trying to catch up with the 

new Department of Justice. You know, they went through sane 

Attorney Generals rather rapidly. There will be almost nothing in 

the way of correspondence with [Elliot L.] Richardson. Richardson 

did nothing in the way of contact with the White House; he ran an 

independent entity and there was very little give and take. 

You'll find almost, you'll find memos that asked them to do 

things, and there will be no response in the file. Then, you'll 

find, when [William B.] Saxbe got on, a lot of mail going that 

way, saying "Here's what we're doing," "here's why," "I need your 

help on this," "I need your help on that," and it will start being 

directed also to Silberman, up until August 9. A lot of mail 

going to Silberman, [but] almost none with Treasury because of the 

reorganization. There are a couple of other new topics that we 

did: privacy will all be in there, in mine, and there's a 

Danestic Council Committee on privacy that [Philip W.] Buchen was 

doing work on. Now I don't know what, whether you get the Vice 

President's papers. 

TG: No, no. 

GS: O.K. 

TG: [Gerald R.] Ford's papers are his own, ••• 

GS: O.K., O.K. 

TG: ••• as is the case with every Vice President. 

GS: 'l'hen you'll see probably half the correspondence on privacy and 

almost all of it on campaign reform. Now, once we move past the 
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election, I did work on individual topics with other people on the 

White House staff, substantively. I worked with Bryce Harlow on 

campaign reform, he and I put that together. I worked very 

closely with Dean Burch on "Topic A"--now, that's very sensitive, 

so I'm going to be as vague as I can, O.K.? 

TG: Well stop there if it is. 

GS: No, no, it's not that sensitive. I did an awful lot of work for 

[J. Fred] Buzhardt for about the past eight months in publishing 

the "Blue Book", the transcript of the tapes; listening to the 

tapes, preparing the index and analysis, transcribing the tapes, 

organizing what we did, all that stuff. My name will appear 

nowhere. I did all the research through Ehrlichman's files 

whenever there was a file search that was done. They didn't want 

the other lawyers in there. I worked very briefly on the short 

tenure of Judge [John] Sullivan, when SUllivan was here. I worked 

very closely with Buzhardt and [James D.] St. Clair. I 

interviewed and hired St. Clair's staff; I did all the 

administrative work on putting that together. I got the lawyers 

from the Department of Justice that originally came over to aid in 

the defense. I didn't do the substantive work but I know all the 

people, and I know what they were working on. The only place--I 

said my name wouldn't appear--the only place my name appears is 

[a] memorandum from [Alexander M.] Haig, when Buzhardt had his 

heart attack, saying Shepard will decide who sees what files. 

There had to be a double clearance (Secret Service cleared and the 

White House cleared) for anyone to get into the files. Buzhardt 

had that authority; when Buzhardt had his heart attack and they 
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were in cairo, Bgypt, Haig wired back the wire that said "Shepard 

has the authority." I guess that's the sun total of what was done 

too. You know the Special Files in [Rooms) 84 and 522, you will 

find my name in the logs all the time, going in and out, 

supervising, searching pursuant to court orders, reproducing 

originals, removing originals for transmission to court, all that 

stuff. 

TG: I don't want to pursue this very far, because I don't want to ask 

you questions that I shouldn't be asking, but, based on what 

you've told me, Geoff, then, if and when the times comes for us to 

do additional research on this topic, by all means you should be 

one of the people we should talk with. 

GS: Yeah, second to Buzhardt. I did what Buzhardt asked. I can tell 

you where papers are if you want to find something. I can tell 

you how something was done. I am not in any position to tell you 

the considerations taken into account in making a decision on 

what, whether to take an appeal or not take an appeal. I may have 

just a little knowledge to throw you off. The only guy that knows 

that is Buzhardt and, you know, I don't know how much time you are 

going to be spending with him, but he carries it all in his head. 

He leaves no files: you'll find no phone logs, you'll find no 

appoinbment calendar, you'll find no memos by Buzhardt. 

TG: well, then, you and Buzhardt are the two people we should talk 

with, how's that? 

GS: In the reverse order. 

TG: O.K. 

GS: Right? 
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TG: O.K. 

GS: O.K. 

TG: O.K., fair enough. Well, were there other topics that you 

covered, had responsibility for after the election that are 

significant? 

GS: Privacy is one that I put together, and I put it together pretty 

much by myself until the Vice President was put in charge, and 

then I did it with Phil Buchen. You'll find manos to Buchen, 

you'll find the initial thinking on privacy and you will find it 

goes all the way back to Rehnquist in the privacy file, when it's 

all put together. I can't think of any other topical areas that 

don't fall generally under Justice; pretty much everything came 

under justice was mine. Dana Mead did civil rights for a very 

long time under El:l [Edward L.] Morgan and I pic~ed it up right 

when he left. Now he left what? Two or three weeks before, so 

you may find that I technically possess his or Morgan's files. I 

will be the guy that sends them down there but they are Dana's or 

they're El:l Morgan's. I have Lew [Lewis A.] Engman's files from 

anti-trust, or some of than, and I've sent them down already. He 

left to become head of F'IC [Federal Trade Commission] and I got 

the anti-trust stuff from him, but there is very little done in 

the anti-trust area, no communication at all. 

TG: well, let me toss out another question that might wrap it up then. 

Of all of these responsibilities that you've had, which one would 

you consider the most satisfying, which one did you feel you had 

the greatest sense of accomplishment in or with? That's a 

difficult question. 
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GS: Yeah, that's a tough question. I think as far as orchestrating 

the government, I think we made the most move in drug abuse. As 

far as, what has happened is that we got good initiatives going, 

we weren't able to pursue it, keep on top of it, we lost 

Presidential interest as it were. I mean, you know, you just 

couldn't keep it going. Now, because of that inattention or 

because of our inability to keep hammering away at it, keep it in 

the forefront of public consciousness, drug abuse is on the rise. 

So, we are having to look at it more carefully again now. As far 

as a single problem that was put together and solved, it's the 

hijacking program. At the time there was a big effort to create a 

federal force of three thousand people to supervise all the entry. 

we worked instead to develop a program where the person flying 

paid the extra cost, rather than the general taxpayer. That was 

self-regulating so that technological improvements could occur. 

You know now those metal detector tests are much more 

sophisticated, the x-rays are much more sophisticated. That 

occurred because the airlines were held responsible and the 

airports were held responsible. We had a very satisfactory 

result: there were twenty-two hijackings the year before we put 

it into effect, we had to--well, [John H.] Shaffer got fired, the 

head of FAA [Federal Aviation Administration] got fired because he 

fought it so much, didn't want to acknowledge that hijackings were 

a problem. The major reason for his lack of reappointment was he 

would not take Presidential direction in that area. The other guy 

who worked on that was Bill [William A.] Boleyn at OMB. He was 

head of an organization called Program Ooordination, you know, 
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which took the difficult ones. Kolberg, Bill [William H.] Kolberg 

had it first, and then Bill Boleyn took it over. We put together 

the hijacking program. And it was done in a very good way, we 

asked DOT for their best thoughts, what would they do if they had 

all the authority and then we gave them as much of that as we 

could to solve the problem? It's, that particular one has stayed 

sol ved. The other stuff, we've passed laws, we've done events and 

we have held our own or gained a little bit, but they are 

continuing issues. 

TG: That covers those questions that I wanted to ask, Geoff. Now, if 

it seems to you, based on what I've asked am what you've 

answered, that that covers the field fairly well, we can call it 

quits. 

GS: That's fine. 

TG: At least it's a good start. 

GS: You can look through the files, you'll see some other extraneous 

things, but pretty much that covers it. 

TG: Well, that gives me an opportunity to come back and see you in a 

couple years fram now. 

GS: O.K. 

[End of interview] 
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