


they might revert to a subsistence economy. They will thus
provide a recruiting ground for the NVA and whatever pro-
Sihanouk armed force it is establishing. Unfortunately, no
one believes it will be possible to secure the area or keep
the plantations working after U.S. forces leave. We should
consider whether it would be feasible or desirable to try to
evacuate the non-farming population.

No Cambodian officials or administrative presence remain in
the area. The Embassy in Phnom Penh will explore the possibility
of getting a token presence back, at least until U.S. forces
withdraw. Commanders indicated they would be glad to have
such a presence to assist the civil affairs teams, improve
communication with the local population, and hopefully elicit
more information on VC/NVA caches and whereabouts. Two
officers supplied by the Cambodian army as knowledgeable
about caches have succeeded in locating several, and U.S.
commanders are anxious for more such sources. The Embassy

in Phnom Penh will seek to locate some.

Only two instances of Cambodians fighting with the NVA were
reported. A U.S. unit near Snoul found some Cambodian bodies
and one prisoner after an action near Snoul. The prisoner
said he and other villagers had been conscripted by the NVA.
The ARVN III Corps Commander, General Tri, also said his
troops had captured about 20 Cambodians south of Chup.
Evidently the VC/NVA program of recruiting a Cambodian
"liberation army" in Sihanouk's name has made little progress
sd far. VC/NVA operations in Cambodia will be hampered both -
by the lack of protective political coloration which such a
force could provide, and by the lack of local guides and
cadres to help keep the VC/NVA under cover.
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