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Fo Ll .owi.n g o ur v i s i -t with Br-own , we spen t Monda y t a king an 
ex·tens ive l o ok a t our mi l i·t a r y o~erat ions in Ca m10dia oppos i t e 
CTZ II I. I wi l l re port on t he re sult s and overall impli ­
catio n s o f ·thes e o p e r a t i ons wh e n I r e turn, but b o f or e th e n 
I t h i nk yo u s h o u l d be a ppr i s e d o f " h e c onsiderab l e p r oblems 
assoc i a te d wi th RVNAF act ivities i n Cambo d i a a nd their tre a t­
emnt o f the c i v i l i a n popul a tion t here . This p r oblem i s 
po t e nti a l l y Lr-oub Lc s ome and I fe a r t h a t un l e s s i l med i a -t e steps 
are t a k e n b y t h e GVN, s e r i o us dama g e ma y b e done t o the unity 
o f pur p o se of Lh e GVN a n d Cambodian s t h at now e x is ts . Th e 
imJnediat e problem i s t he r e s u l t o f t h e f o llowi ng action s by 
RVNAF : 

1 . Scattered l oo ting in Ca mbo dian t ov ns , p a r-t i c u Lar- Ly 
whe n ARVN forc es a r e f i r e d upo n aDd conclude t he r efore t ha t 
th e t own i s VC , su c h a s Mimot . 

2 . Some i ndi scrimi n a t e bombing by VNAF , sonw t i me s I n 
a r e a s where t h ey a r e no t support i n g troops in c o rrt a c t . We 
saw s ome e vidence of the s e a t t acks a t Mimot bu t t he da ma g e 
a p p ear e d f airly l imi t e d . Nevertheless , the s e i nciden t s , 
es pe c ial l y as r e c eive d in Phnom Penh, cou ld b e exp loited by 
t h e VC/ NVA in Cambodia . I int e n d t o r ais e thi s p r o b l e m wi t h 
Ambas s a dor Bunk er> a nd Pr es ide nt Thi e u during our me et ing 
sche du l ed f or later t h i s a . m. 

So f a r , we be l ieve t h at U.S . f o r ces h a ve n o t c re a ted a ny 
sign i f icant p r ob lems o f t h i.s sort a nd thei r re lat ions with 
th e f e w Cambodians cont ac ted a pp e a r t o h a ve b e en qu ite go o d . 

I n the sanct uary are as e n tere d by U.S . t r o op s, the popu lat ion, 
i f any , d is a p peare d b e fo re t he arr iv a l o f U .S . forc e ~ . Over 
th e f o Ll ow i ng day s, h owe v e r , ma ny b e g a n t o r eturn t o -'ch e ir 
h ome s . I n mos t, but not al l a r e as , comna nders s a i d t he 
Ca mbodian pop u lat ion h a s b e e n f r i endly and re lat ively co ·· 
o p e r ati v e . Th er e h av e been a n umber o f c as e s o f t h eir gi v i n g 
i nfo r ma ti on a b o u t VCINVA cec h e s (tho ugh v i l lagers have n o 
kno wl e dg e o f i mporta nt ones ) or a b o ut the pres ence of ene my 
t r o ops n e arby . 

A specia l p r oble m exi s ts i n the r ub b e r pla ntat i on of th e 
Fi sh Ho ok . Th e de p a r t ur e of t h e Fre n ch s t a f fs , a n d t h e lack 
of means t o ev acua te any o u t put , h a s le f t t h e workers 
un e mpl oy e d, ~ i t hout i n c ome a n d gene r a lly w"t hout l a n d where 



the y m.igh t reve r t t o a s ub s i sten ce e c onomy . Th e y w i Ll. thus 
p~ovid e a re c r ui ting gr o und for th ~ NVA and wh a t eve r pro ­
Sihanouk a r me d f o r-c e it i s estab l ish i n g . Un f o r t un a t e l y , n o 
one be lieves i t wi l l b e poss i b le to secure t:b e a r e a or k e e p 
the p lant a t ions working af te r U. S. forces l e ave . We s h o u l d 
c on ~ ider wh e t h e r it wou l d be fe as i b le or des i r a b le t o t r y t o 
evacuat e th e non - fa rm i ng po pula t ion . 

No Ca mbodi a n offic i a l s o r a dmini st r a t ive pre s ence r emai n 1n 
th e are a . Th e Emb a s s y in Phnom Penh wi l l e x p lore the po s sibili t y 
of g e t t i ng a token p r esence back) at l e a s t un t il U .S. forces 
wi t h dra w. Comma n der s i ndicate d the y wo u Ld be g l a d t o h ave 
such a pre s e n c e t o ass i s t t h e civil a f f a irs t e ams, i mpr ove 
c ommun i.oat i.on wi t h the loc a l p opulation , a nd hop efully elicit 
more informa t ion on VC/ NVA c ache s a nd whe r'eabo u t s . Tv10 
o f f i c e r s sup p l i ed by the Cambodian army a s knowl e dg e a b l e 
abou t cach e s h ave s ucceed e d in l oca t ing sev e ral , a n d U. S. 
c omma n ders a r c a nx i.ou s f or more s uch ' s our-cc s . The Emb a s sy 
in Phnom PGnh will s e ek to l oca t e s ome . 

Only two i n s t a nce s o f Camb odi an s fi ght i n g with t he NVA \'Jere 
r e p o r t e d. A U. S . unit n Ga r Sno u l ' f oun d s ome Camb o d i a n o od i e s 
a nd. o n e p r isoner after a n action n e a r Snoul . Th e pri s oner 
s aid h e and o t her villa gers h ad be en c o n s crip t e d b y t h e NVA. 
Th e ARV N I I I Corp s Co mma n d e r , General Tr i , al so s a i d his 
troops h a d c a p tur e d ab out 20 Ca mbo d i a n s south o f Ch up . 
Ev i de n t l y th e VC/ NVA pr o g r a m of r ecru i t i ng a Ca mb odi an 
11liberat i on a r-my " in Si h ano uk ! s na me has made litt l e progre s s 
s $ ' f a r . VC/ NVA opera tion s i n Cambodia will b e h a mp e red both ' 
by the l ack of pro tective politi c al co l oration whic h s u ch a 
f or c e c ould provide, a nd by t h e l a ck o f local gu ide s a n d 
cadre s t o h elp keep t h e VC/ NVA und e r c over . 




