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PRESI DENT:

HAL DEVAN

Do you have any further thoughts on, uh,
how, we stage this dam thing in the first
st ages?

Ron's got it all worked out. W' ve gone
over it

Ri ght .

...and then he's got the, the views of this
Advi sory Group and, uh..

VWhat does this anmpbunt to, Bob? Wiat's his
suggestion? (Unintelligible)

Wll, the problemis, you got to, you got
to...

(Unintelligible) You can't help that.

When you have, you, you can't |eave that out
because you get into the variables of what
you do if you do it, before Magruder's story
is out or after Magruder's story is out for
exanple. Uh, he, uh, he feels that, they'll
feel, | guess, that...

That's right.

That's right, you got to establish your
position and, and what you’ ve done and that
the scenario will...

Yeah, but you don't do a backgrounder.

It works out pretty well on that. That

you' ve got Peterson running it, it-The ideal
tinme to do it is when you break the case. |
nmean it's to-
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HALDEMAN

PRESI DENT:
HALDEMAN

get Petersen over here. You run your
background, tell your story, and you know,
so | got into this, and this is what |'m
doing. O Ziegler does or however you do
it. | guess you will do it. And, uh, then
you say it and this has |led us, uh as uh, we
fully suspected it would, to, uh, uh, the
next major step that, that, uh, that Cerald,
M .-Petersen here wll, uh, describe which
is, is the status of the case today. And

t hen Petersen says, "W've, we've uh, as the
Presi dent has reviewed these steps, and, uh,
| can tell you today that we have broken the
case and, uh, that Jeb Magruder, uh, one of
the principal figures in this, has given us
a full report on exactly what did transpire.
It, uh, clearly establishes by his own
testinmony his own guilt as a high official

of the Re-Election Commttee..

Makes charges agai nst ot hers.

and provi des charges agai nst others which we
are pursuing with the same diligence that we

have, uh have up to now, and, uh, | wll not
di scuss the others. | don't want to get
into that and will report to you

periodi cal |y whenever, whenever, as

devel opnents take place. But this is
foll ow ng up proper processes. W're not
going to jeopardize the, this, he could nmake
it, this, I amnot going to may anyt hi ng,
and no, nothing should be said, that wll

j eopardi ze the rights of the defendants, but
| al so am not going to say anything..
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PRESI DENT: but that's to prose--

HAL DEMVAN: ...that will jeopardize our prosecution
because we are noving on people and we ire
going to get ‘em

(Pause)

HAL DEMVAN: Ron will nention to you that, and Steve
chatted with nme, LenGarnent, as uh, you
woul d expect, followed, uh, your orders to
steep hinself in the Watergate. He has
steeped hinself in the Watergate and he. .

PRESI DENT: Must report.

HAL DEMAN: ...has nowsaid it is inperative that he
meet with you for at |least five mnutes,
preferably prior to two o' clock today, to
report to you. And what he will say to you
is that it is clear to himthat you are in
possessi on of know edge that, uh, you cannot
be in possession of wthout acting on. And
that your action has to include cutting
cleanly and that you've got to renove ne,
and probably Ehrlichman, although he has an
interesting thesis, according to Ron, | have
not talked to Len, which is at least worth
considering, which is that, that | nove
ahead of the ganme for now, and put out ny
whol e story, including the factual details
wi t hout -
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pul i ng any punches of ny, you know, that
$350, 000 fund.

Yeah.

That yes, | sent it...

Ri ght .

...back to the Conm ttee...
Ri ght .

and, but | go into specifics. That |
understand that M. Strachan delivered it to
M. LaRue and that uh, that, uh, it way
well, it was not done for that, my notive
was not to provide funds for the defendants.

Yeah.

My notive was to nove these funds back where
t hey bel onged

That's right.

But I, | have to agree that, that, uh, |
fully recognized that, that LaRue's notive
in accepting the noney was, uh, as | had
been told at least, a need for funds for the
def endants, uh, to provide | egal fees

Yeah.

...and to provide support for their
famlies, which I-and | acted at all tines
on the, uh, uh at the instigation of and

t hrough John Dean. |In other words | was
not, I didn't do any of this.
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John Dean cane to nme and said "W need
this,” and | knew | wanted to get rid of
nmoney, and | said "this is the way to do it"
and so on. And, uh, | nust say that John
Dean, the President's Counsel, through whom
| was working and who was ny only contact in
this matter, at no tine advised ne that |
was i nvolved in doing anything that was
illegal or inproper, and | would assume and
have, would act on the assunption that Dean
got away with it.

| woul d. ..
Now | ook.

.l wouldn't | don't want to get into the
position of...

Hangi ng soneone el se?
That's right.

Well, but he is going to have hung hinself
at that point in tine.

Which the point is, the question is whether
he, whet her he should then, can get, get
of f, and get on other things. You know what
| nmean? | don't want him-he is in
possessi on of know edge about things that
happened before this.

Ckay.

But until this (unintelligible)...
Len makes a...

Security. ..
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Len makes a rather interesting case which is
that we've got to look at this in terns of
the President and the Presidency.

Ri ght .

Which is what we all say about it.
"1l see him about it.

That's what we all say.

Ri ght .

Uh, that, uh.

Does De-, Does he known what | have already
done?

No, | don't know.
Petersen and all the rest?

| don't know. That's, Ehrlicbman and, and
Zi egler feel you shouldn't see him and that
Ron shoul d just assure himthat you have all
these facts and that you are noving and that
what - he wants done is in the process of
bei ng done, uh..

Way don't you call himin and tell himand
tell himthat now -

Uh, | don't think | should but, John, uh
No.
| don't...
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PRESI DENT: | see your point, because he is asking for
you to be fired.

HAL DEMVAN: Now his, the, well, he's asking, he's, he's
suggesting a route.

PRESI DENT: That he, uh

HAL DEMVAN: He makes the case that it’s a better route
for me, in the long haul, and it’s a better
route for the Presidency.

PRESI DENT: But you'd be the first one to go out?

HAL DEMAN: Yeah. And, Id go out and | resign and |
resign and tell ny story...

PRESI DENT: Ri ght.

HAL DEMAN: ... publicly.

PRESI DENT: Uh huh, right.

HAL DEMAN: Not to the press, | nean, not to the jury.

PRESI DENT: That's right.

HAL DEMVAN: Do it publicly.

PRESI DENT: Ri ght.

HAL DEMVAN: In some fashion, and,-th, uh | tell the

whol e story, all the details. And | say it

is, | amabsolutely clear in ny own m nd
that I have done nothing legally or norally
wrong but that'll be up to the Gand Jury to

determ ne uh, uh. As...
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When's his ar--

Then his argunment is that | amin a position
that, that, uh, he thinks that | can bring
sonething like-that off. He feels that
Ehrlichman should not try to do it 'cause he
doesn’t think he can bring it off, and he

t hi nks, therefore, you've got to, got to put
up a, up and try to hold Ehrlichman in, if
you get a problemthen you just got to |et
himgo. But at that point you're uh, it is
a pretty rough spot...

You nean Ehrlich-Yeah, we just won't know
what the situation is on Ehrlichman, on
whet her. ..

No. And there are other, there are nore
potentials there than there are on m ne.
Mne | think we have all out, | think we
know t hem all and, uh..

Ehrlichman's we just don’t know, there may
be nore potentials. | think this, uh, is,
uh, 'cause | think Dean is nore on, uh,
frankly giving Ehrlichman a screwi ng nore

t han anybody else. | have that feeling, uh,
he's got. ..

Well, and if Col -
He's got to get...
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...1f Colson gets hung up anywhere, he'l

go. ..

Correct.

...on Ehrlichman and not on ne. He can’t
get me, | didn't work with himon any of

that stuff. John did.

Well, what would this be, Bob? This would be
before | said anythi ng?

| don't think so, uh, I, I, should, | don't
know. This, Ron just raised just this |ast
mnute. He wasn't even gonna raise it,
then, then, then he said, "Well, you m ght
as well know what, how Len spins it out.”
Uh. ..

VWhat the hell information has Len got that |
don't, uh..

None.
| mean, uh...
None.

Uh, is he just basing this on m nuti ae,
this, that or the other thing?

He doesn't have anything you don’t have.
Just tell him..

Al'l he has, he does, he, he says--1, |, that
it isn'"t a question of the legal thing. And
he said, "I think..

Fai r ness.
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quite likely that Bob could get through the
whol e legal thing," but then look at it dawn
the road, you, you got to go through al
these trials and everything. They, are
going to get back into it again there--

That's right.

They are going to get into the noney and
where the noney went. |If we haven't told
them ahead of time, they are going to drag
it out...

That's right.
...of us drop by drop.
That's right.

And, uh, | can see it's a weak appearing
case in terns of, uh, you know. ..
Um huh

...whether | think I was giving the noney
back to themor, where did the noney go? Now
I, I, there's no question about that. I, |
knew where the noney was gonna go, sone of
it. | don't think all of it did.

Yeah.

But | knew where sone A it was gonna go and,
uh, but you, you...

But you' ve got to concede..
(Unintelligible) what in the hell...

10
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Agai n when LaRue testifies as to what the,
uh, nmoney was for~ was it to shut them up,
or was it their purpose to provide help for
them now. ..

See, that's the other point. In ny
viewpoint it wasn't to shut themup, it's
that, but that...

That's right.

...1s a hard case,for anybody to believe, I
suppose.

Well, that's what you're gonna say to them
about it,

Wel |, absolutely.
| see.

But, but that, uh, so they can't nake the
| egal case, so, so, uh,

Ron's said that on purpose, on--does Ron
i ke this scenario of your going out?

No. No. He is opposed to it. He thinks
its, it's wong, but he says you know |'m
bi ased so, uh, that's that's a judgnent cal
that | probably shouldn't even try to make.
But he said I'mright.(Unintelligible)

Rogers, Rogers, uh, 1'Il, I will see him
this afternoon.

| haven't raised that with Rogers.
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Roger s
Al | said to Rogers...

...has not said that either you or
Ehrlichman shoul d | eave, has he?

But he doesn't know the facts.

Wl | £ pause) could you, you know really, so
that. ..

Want nme to neet with himand fill, and try
to fill in the facts?

| really do, you, as to what the points of
vulnerability are, and you can do it just
cold turkey. Say | just wanted himto know
this cause | haven't nade notes
(unintelligible) I have just nade a few
And I won't, | want himto know the cold
turkey--and | say that is what | want to
talk to himabout. Could you do that? And
point out it’s nmy view, | feel this, this is
uh, legal. | nean it's a God damed
arguabl e case, but it's just the fact you
get splashed. Wuld you m nd doing that?

Sur e.

Have hi m cone over, too. | should say about
3: 30.

3: 30.

and | will see himat 4:00. That woul d be
very helpful if you would fill himin on

this level, 1|...

12
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The, um | could just say, so that Len
doesn't think that I, the, uh..

You don't want himto..

| just don't want himto cone and tell ne

t he obvious. That's the point. Could
Ehrlichman just let Len know that the events
have overtaken or is that dangerous? No, we
better tell him

But he knows pretty nuch, 1 think.
He knows about Magruder and all the rest?

| don't know that he knows it in specific
terms. | think he knows about, yeah, he has
cone up with the sane information that, that
John did and anybody woul d--1o0o0king into the
pi cture.

(Pause)

well, the, I've, I, | think I could
(unintelligible) everything that Len's
telling ne

Ch, yeah.

It's the idea, hell, we talked about this a
week ago.

Yeah.
You know where to protect-
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Yeah, tal ked about it for a long tine.
How you handle it.

Goi ng back to San Clenente | nmade the pitch
for nmy going out ahead.

That's right.

But, but not going into as nuch detail.
There, if I, if | do it now w th what
they've got, | if | do anything |I've got,
|"ve got to do everything. | think, that's
Ron's point and | think he's right on that.

Yeah. What does Ron think you ought to do,
did he say, |leaving out the PR  Does he
think we should try to tell the truth? I, |
am gonna ask Rogers that, frankly.

| "' m not sure. | don't know.

Believe ne, | think, | think Ron woul d
say. ..

What ever you think he does, | think he'l
say just wait and see.

Wait and see, huh?

See his point is, there’s no question that |
will be tarnished.

That's right. The question is whether your
useability, basically...
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And you have to evaluate that at, at that
point. ..

That's right.

...and it seens to ne at that point you have
the option of nmy saying to you that | have

concluded and now, |I'll say that now and
that | haven't, but I, I wll sure say
it--that | concluded that, that, uh, I'm |
amtarnished to the point where |, | can't
be useful .

Right. Your right, your useful ness has been
i npai red and, therefore, you can't be useful
anynore, right, that's the way you put it.

Sure. Then | go out and Garnent's statenent
is that then | go out and, and, uh, and hit
sonme of this, use the position that | have
established that way fromthe outside to,
uh. ..

To fight?
Yeah, sonehow or other. | don't exactly
know how. | think he spells that out but

Ron didn't get intoit yet. And a...

(Unintelligible) Wwo, who was it that says,
who, who Len, John Ehrlichman on the--|I
think | should see Ron.

No. Ron and John Ehrlichman tal ked about
t hat .

Yeah.

(Unintel ligible)

| was up so late |ast night.
Yeah.

Go ahead.
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PRESI DENT:

Ron and John Ehrlichman do not think
shoul d bot her seei ng--On what grounds?

Ron felt you had to see himjus for
internal, but you know that's so..

Yeah.

...concerned about things that, that you
al nost have to see himjust to keep ah..

Yeah, why don't | see himafter | see
Rogers? How woul d that be?

You could do that.

In other words I'Il, 1'Il have a plan in
mnd. |'mgonna get sone thoughts in ny
mnd. | amnot gonna trouble.

See, Ziegler's been, apparently Ziegler's
been neeting with this group of nen, Chappie
Rose and Mbore and they have been running on
a different strain.

Coul d you ask Ziegler to have Len put it on
a piece of paper before |I neet hinf

Sure, |I'll ask him
That would be hel pful.
Sur e.

Tell himl need it before, uh, tell himl am
meeting with Rogers at 4 o' clock and woul d
just like his recomrendation on a piece of
paper before that. Then I'I|l see nmatters
better. How does that sound to you?
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PRESI DENT:

Let me say that | think we can nove the
Rogers thing up or down.

Can you nove himup to three?

Well, wait a mnute. One-thirty ppm 1’ ve
got to get sone rest this afternoon

Yeah. Still |eave by four--get ready
(unintelligible). You may know sonet hi ng by
t hen.

(Unintel ligible)

Good.

Have you filled Henry in, Bob?

Nope.

You haven't? Well, he's got enough probl ens
in Laos.

| haven't. But sonebody el se may. He seens
to, he seens to be on his own. Well,

Garnent took it upon hinself to go neet with
Henry and to neet with Al Haig, uh, to

di scuss his concern about the whole
situation, apparently.

Well, what the hell did he do that for?

On the basis that, he, he thought there was
a real danger and threat to the Presidency
and that, that, and, uh...

Maybe | don't want a nmeno fromhimfirst.
What do you think? Maybe he just better do
it orally.
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HAL DEMAN: Well, John felt he should have witten to
you. That that is what he should have done
at the beginning. That, uh, maybe you have
a problemw th that. That neans the
secretaries got to wite it up

PRESI DENT: Yep, yep. Well just say that, uh, tell him
that | amneeting wwth Rogers this
afternoon. Now, |, | think sonmebody should
say that. W has he put the request
t hrough to, John or through you, or, uh..

HAL DEMVAN: He just sent it up through Steve Bull. He,
Ron knew he was. He is working with Ron
now, rather than John

PRESI DENT: Hph, okay.

(Pause)

HAL DEVAN: | just, you know, it is, uh, inpossible,
That is why | hope Rogers can stay cool and
sort of above it. It is inpossible for any
of us--

PRESI DENT: Al l the concerned peopl e.

HAL DEMAN: If we get a, uh, a feel. | just have a, a,
a horrible feeling that we nay...

PRESI DENT: Reacting |i ke Dean?

HAL DEMAN: Just, yeah. That, that, we are just way
overdramatizing it, you know. I...

PRESI DENT: That's ny view.
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PRESI DENT:
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PRESI DENT:

Thi nk,

Wel |, that
sel f-servi

Wl l, you,
uh, that,

i s what
ng too,

you can,

that woul d be the tendency.
want ed him

t hat you know,
That' s what |

was gonna say,
so it's,

that's,
want to believe.

uh.

that's...

that’s

as you know, of course,

is the trouble with Garnent.

to get

into this on the |egal

didn't nmean anything and I, 1,
really didn't get acquainted with the case,

but, |

nmeant |

That

si de. I

must say

really didn't get acquainted

with the problens for the day, period, and

all that,
to things.

Yeah.

...restore the credibility of the

because Len,
an |
got to do sonething to..

Am |,

Pr esi dency.

Yeah,

of course,

gap in the old days.

Wl l, ther

Len hit the panic button,

Uh, vyeah,

e's:

that's...

Bob. ,

Ah. .

t el

al ways reacts
right that we have

you know the credibility

there's going to be..
um

If we reacted in Garnent's way in other

t hi ngs,
Yeah.

we woul dn't be where we are.
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HAL DEMAN: That doesn't nean he isn't right this tine,
i ncidentally.

PRESI DENT: | know. It would be very helpful to ne if
you coul d see Rogers over at, uh. | would
get himat 3 o'clock, give himan hour on
t he whol e God dammed thing. | wonder if you
and John shouldn't see himtogether? Wuld
that be alright?

HAL DEMAN: I'd like to...

PRESI DENT: Yeah.

HAL DEMVAN: ...1f, if that's okay with Bill

PRESI DENT: Yeah. WII| you ask hinf

HAL DEMAN: "1l ask him

PRESI DENT: Say because, uh, so you..

HAL DENVAN: ...to give hima full run before he neets
with you.

PRESI DENT: Qobvi ously because, he is, he has nmade a

study that, uh, and we want himto cone in.
And tell (unintelligible) very glad if he

could neet with just you or neet with two, |
prefer he neet with the two of you and then
he neets, uh, in ny office around 4 o' cl ock.

HAL DEMAN: Ehrlichman nmakes a strong case that on this
my maki ng a statenent and ny nmaking a
statenent or anything, that as of now t hat

my potential...
PRESI DENT: Quilt?
HAL DEMVAN: Uh, well, not qguilt...

PRESI DENT: (Uni ntelligible)
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But that | should not do anything
until--without my | awyers.

That's nmy (unintelligible). 1 think,
don't think you should say a thing.

And that, uh, I'mafraid nmy | awers are
going to tell ne for Christ’s sake
(unintelligible).

| think the time, the tinme has outrun that
because Petersen has told nme that you and
Ehrlichman are going to be called to the
Grand Jury soon. He has told ne that.

Under the circunstances, | could not advise
you with, with ny, uh, limted know edge of
the law. | could not advise anybody to make

a statenent. You know what | nean?

Check.

Because, basically, when you get in there
they are going to question you on your damm
st at enent .

O course, for ny dough, that's alright.
| know.

| really, I, whatever | say in the statenent
is exactly what | say in the Gand Jury.
So, uh. ..

| know.
But, nevert hel ess.

| wouldn't give themthat opportunity, 1'd,
uh, keep that.

| think Len's viewis that what you need is
a bold nove, you know, a really, some kind
of a dramatic nove. Henry feels that, but
Henry feels that you ought to, you should go
on tel evision.
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APRI L 16,

1973 FROM | 2: 00 TO 12: 31 PM

PRESI DENT:

HAL DEVAN

PRESI DENT:

HALDEMAN

PRESI DENT:

HALDEMAN

PRESI DENT:

HALDEMAN

PRESI DENT:

HAL DEVAN

PRESI DENT:

HALDEMAN

PRESI DENT:

| know
He still thinks that...
9: 00 o' cl ock.

...which is his solution to any problem
and. ..

Do you believe | should do the 9:00 o' cl ock?
No, sir. On this?

Yeah.

No.

| don't either.

W are all steeped in this, but | ook at the
newspaper. \Wiere is the Watergate today?

Wll in the country, it is not that big.
It, it is just alittle bit in the evening
news and it shoul d be handled as a news
story. |, I amnot going to go on and say
"Look, we, we in a hell of a shape.” It
will be a big story, Bob, for a couple or
three weeks. Let's face it...

Yep, that's right.

But it is not going to be it, and it won't,
won't, uh, have one hell of a tine, and uh.

(Unintelligible with noise)
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