Statement by Jerry Warren, _‘August 15 Bombing Halt,
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August 15, 1973

Offi;:e of the "Vhite Housc Press Secréta‘ry‘

NOTICE TO THE PRESS

-

-

As you know, combat air operations by United States air-
craft have ceased in Cambodia. In ordexr clearly to explain our position
conceruning this action and to avoid any nuaunders.,andmg by others,
I would hke to make the following poiats:

-~ As the President indicated in his letter t'a Congressional
leaders on Augu:,u, this Acmlmstratmﬁ is terminating combat
activity in Cambodia in comphance«vxth a specific, direct and
binding instruction from the Congress. The President continues
to hold grave reservations about the wisdom of this legislative
action. He is concerned that by its action the COI’I(LL,:: has
eliminated an important incéntive for a negotiated scttlement in
Cambodia, has weakened the security of Cambodia's neighbors
in Southeast Asia and has eroded the s:tructure of peace in Indo-
china laid down in the agreements of January 27, i\{ofst iraport-
antly, this Congressional act undermines the prospedis of
world peace by raising doubts in the minds of both friends and
adversaries concerning the resolve and capacity of the United
States to stand by interrational agreements when they are
viclated by other parties.

-- While noting the dangers of this legislative action,
the Prosident most reluctantly accepted the Au gust 15 cut-off date
as a necessary compromise to avoid a major disruption in United
States Government operations and to allow the Khmer Republic o
more time to adjust to the new situation. You will recall that at
the time this law was enacted, the 'resident faced the
of accepting a June 30 cut-off date or halting all governmental

operatioas through a veto of the Ap*)roprlatlgnc Bill to which this 3

fation vwas astached. Vo nave fozrmis
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