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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 
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MEMORANDUM OF CONVERSATION 

PARTICIPANTS: 	 The Pre sident 
Dr. Henry A. Kissinger, Assistant to the 

President for National Security Affairs 
John H. Holdridge, NSC Staff 
Winston Lord, NSC Staff 

Prime Minister Chou En-lai 
Ch'iao Kuan-hua, Vice Minister of Foreign Affairs 
Chang Wen-chin, Director of Western Europe, North 

American, and Australasian Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs 

Wang Hai-jung, Deputy Director of Protocol 
Chao Chi-hua, Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
Chi Chao-chu, Interpreter 
T'ang Wen-sheng, Interpreter 
Two Notetakers 

DATE & TIME: 	 Thursday, February 24, 1972 - 5: 1Sp. rrl. -8:05p. m. 

PLACE: 	 Great Hall of the People, Peking 

Prime Minister Chou: You to(·k a rather tiring trip to the Great Wall this 
morning. 

President Nixon: Nothing is tiring that is interesting. 

Prime Minister Chou: 	 How about Mrs. Nixon? 

President Nixon: She loved it. 

Prime Minister Chou: 	 Was it cold? 

President Nixon: No, it was a beautiful day. We didn't need the big 
coats. 
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Prime Minister Chou: Dr. Kissinger didn't go to the Wall today. Mr. Lord 

neither. 


Dr. Kissinger: The Vice Minister was very difficult. (Prime Minister Chou 

laughs. ) 


President Nixon: I'm sure Dr. Kissinger was too. 


Prime Minister Chou: That's right. 


Vice Minister Ch'iao: That's fair. 


President Nixon: On things of very great importance it is necessary 

to be fralik. One must discuss matters good-humoredly but directly. 

It was very different with Mr. Khrushchev. He took his shoe off and 

hit the table. That was before the Vice Minister was there. 


Prime Minister Chou: As I said yesterday to Mr'. President, today I 

would like to say something about our general position and point of view. 

Because we plan to talk in the joint cOl"n;munique about the five principles 

of peaceful coexistence and that both sides are prepared to make efforts 

for realizing these principles in our relations. As Mr. President has 

said, neither side has any territorial designs on the other. Neither side 

wants to dominate the other nor impose its will. But, of course, to realize 

this a process is required. On our side there is less difficulty with that. 

But as for you, Mr. President, it is not only a matter of a political step 

by you, yourself, it is a matter of things left over from the previous 

administration. These are things you must clear up. 


So, precis ely. it is our hope that you will be able to continue in office. 

As I said yesterday, it is also our hope that Dr. Kissinger too will remain 

with you to help, Mr. President, in your work. Otherwise it won't be so 

good to discuss something today and someone else takes office tomorrow. 

Then the question arises whether it can be effective or not. 


President Nixon: That's true. 


Prime Minister Chou: In this sense, after publishing the joint communique, 

we consider it good for the leaders of the two parties to come to China and 
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have further discussions on this matter and to further explore the 
communique frankly and in an aboveboard manner. Of course, we 
will say nothing about the private discussions. We would then hope 
that both parties in your country would support that approach and that 
attitude, since it is not a question of the President's election, but for 
the benefit of the long-term interests of the two peoples. 

And so those four points of principle that we would declare we will 
have in common, in the latter part of the communique, that is something 
we should work to put into effect. That is to say, to normalize relations 
between our two countries is not only in the interest of the two peoples 
but also in the interest of the peoples of the world. We are not enophobes. 
And our attitude toward US -Soviet negotiations can bear testimony to that. 
They clajpl that our two sides are discussing how to oppose the Soviet 
Union, to conclude an anti-Soviet alliance. In Moscow they are making 
that proposition. So our attitude in this matter is very clear. 

And then on the second principle which is commo}l, both wish to reduce 
the dang,r of international military conflict. I have indicated our opinion 
that the US and Soviet Union reach an agreement on limiting nuclear arma
ments; wouldn't that be good? If an agr-eement to that effect is not reached, 
that is their fault. 

President Nixon: The Soviets? 

Prime Minister Chou: Yes. 

President Nixon: We are ready. 

Prime Minister Chou. Yes. 

The third principle is that neither of us should seek hegemony in the 
Asia-Pacific region. And that would imply not only our two countries 
should not seek hegemony in this region, but that Japan should not either. 

President Nixon: And the Soviet Union. 

Prime Minister Chou: That's right. Nor the Soviet Union. 
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President Nixon: Nor India. 

Prime Minister Chou: That's right. Here it implies that both will try to do 
good things, not do bad things. 

President Nixon: Let me clarify. It implies that neither of our two 
sides should seek hegemony. It also implies, to the extent that ea.ch of 
us can, that we will resist efforts of others to seek hegemony. Is that 
what it means? 

Prime Minister Chou: Yes, that is we, oppose any efforts by another 
country. 

(Dr. 'Kissinger reads the sentence from the joint communique on 
hegemony. ) 

Prime Minister Chou: And the fourth principle agreed upon is that neither 
is prepared to negotiate on behalf of third countri'es or enter into agreements 
or understandings directed at other states. 

So, it's very clear that what we are engaged in is bilateral negotiations, 
and we do not negotiate on behalf of any third countries. The matters of 
third countries are their matters. 

So these four principles between us will be able to keep any misunderstanding 
from arising. 

President Nixon: He has to explain to the press because most of the press 
don't even know what "hegemony" is. (Prime Minister Chou laughs.) 

Dr. Kissinger: But as I told the Vice Minister, the President has instructed 
me to work out a line either with the Vice Minister or you, if you agree. 

President Nixon: What you want to say. 

Dr. Kissinger: What we will say we will decide ahead of time and not go 
beyond it. I will tell you ahead of time exactly how I explain the 
communique subjects. 

Prime Minister Chou: Since we are going to reach agreement, then we 
should see to it that the interpretatior;s of the two sides should be identical 
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or approximate to each other. We should not have misunderstandings 
arise over the communique. You face more trouble than we. You have 
to report to the Secretary of State. The Vice Minister. of course, reports 
to his Minister. The problem is easier for him to report to his Minister 
than for you to report to the Secretary of State. Because, as Mr. President 
is aware, we absolutely will not leak anything out of what is discussed. 

Now, I will go on to some concrete issues. 

* * * * * 
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