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Prime Minister Chou: Would Mr. President like to begin? 

President Nixon: Mr. Prime Minister, we have had very extensive talks, 
perhaps the most extensive talks that have been conducted, at least since 
I have been in office, between two heads of government. The Secretary 
of State and Foreign Minister have had talks at the same time. As a 
result we have covered our bilateral relations and have had an opportunity 
also to discuss in a less formal way the problems of mutual interest to 
the world. 

Prime Minister Chou: Yes. 

President Nixon: This was necessary because we had to find some common 
ground. r think what is important is that as we conclude our talks, as we 
issue our statement at the end it will reflect honestly what the talks were, 
rather than the usual kind of communique in which you have diplomatic 
double-talk to cover up what may be serious differences of opinion. Honesty 
and goodwill and direct talk has characterized out relationship up to this 
point. On this basis we will have a solid foundation to build for the future. 
And I think the Prime Minister perhaps ~as some views on this point you 
may want to express. 

Prime Minister Chou: Thank you very much. Indeed, as Mro President has 
just now said, our meetings and discussions in the past five days have truly 
been going along the direction that you have just now pointed out. We have 
both put forward our differences of principles in various fields and, but also 
in this process we have also been able to find common ground. And I also 
agree with Mr. President when you said just now we should both declare to 
the world, and first of all to the people of our two countries, our differences 
while at the same time we should also declare to them our common ground 
so as to reflect the real situation of our talks, and in this way we will be 
able to break through some diplomatic conventions. And, Mr. President, 
both you and Chairman Mao have this characteristic, that is to do away 
with superfluous coverings and also to do away with all the diplomatic 
language and various other coverings. 

President Nixon: And in our talks we came to the point very quickly. 
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Prime Minister Chou: And this was also showing a new face to the world. 
Why should we cover up our differences in front of them with diplomatic 
language? In this way we can at the same time show to the people of our 
two countries the true situation of our talks and also show to the world 
a new style of work. Perhaps at the first -- at the beginning -- they may 
not be able to accept this new style, but I believe through a gradual process 
they will finally come to say that this is a good way of doing things. Just 
as Mr. President mentioned in the first meeting on the first day that we had 
that we would be able to do more than we will say. 

Pre sident Nixon: Right. 

Prime Minister Chou: I believe that will be better. On the contrary, it would 
not be good and it would be disappointing to the peoples of the world and our 
two countries to feed them illusions. And if we present them, on the contrary, 
with the true situation of our talks, and do not engage in something behind 
their backs that we cover up, that will be a new sotyle of frank, honest and 
serious discussions. 

President Nixon: I think it can also be said that we do have differences, 
and you can1t build a bridge covering 16,000 miles over 22 years in one week. 
But on our part, and I think the Secretary of State will agree, on our side 
there is more common ground as a result of these frank discussions than 
we anticipated and hoped. We want to emphasize not just the negative but 
the positive. The world wants to hear that these two great countries who 
have had this gulf between them do find that there is common ground between 
us. 

Prime Minister Chou: That win be a very good point -- that you can't build 
a bridge over 16,000 miles over 22 years in one week. 

President Nixon: I am a fast learner. After hearing Chairman Mao and 
also the Prime Minister has the ability as a poet••• 

Prime Minister Chou: That's your talent - - your original talent. And how 
are we going to begin? How can we start? This is the first step in the long 
march over hundreds of thousands of miles, so once we have begun the first 
step the next one will come easily. 

'fOP SECRE'l'/SENSITIVE 
EXCLUSIVELY EYES ONLY 

DECLASSIFIED 



'fOP SECRETj SENSITIVE 
EXCLUSIVELY EYES ONLY -4­

President Nixon: But not 10,000 years. 

Prime Minister Chou: That will be too long. As you mentioned at that point, 
10,000 years is too long. "Seize the day, seize the hour, II as you quoted in 
your speech and your toast. 

So we shall also listen with pleasure to anything supplementary 
Mr. Secretary of State and our Foreign Minister would like to say in 
this regard. Would you agree? 

Secretary Rogers: Thank you, Mr. Prime Minister and Mr. President, 
I am sure the Foreign Minister agrees with me when I say our discus sions 
were conducted in the same spirit as the discussions the President and 
Prime Mihister were conducted. They were frank, but never at any time 
unfriendly, and we agreed that in order to build the bridge we were speaking 
about, or to make the long march we were talking about, it was necessary 
to have communications and contacts. And for our side I pointed out we 
were prepared to engage in activities involving communications and frequent 
contacts in a way that best suited your government. 

Prime Minister Chou: Both sides. 

Secretary Rogers: Also, it was clear from these discussions that the talks 
and corn.rn.unications helped clear up misunderstandings. For example, the 
Foreign Minister was under the impres sion that our visas required finger­
prints of Chinese who visited the U. So, and he said that was unacceptable 
from his standpoint. I said I didn't think that was the case, but to make 
certain we went out into the adjacent room, picked up the phone, called 
Washington and in ten minutes notified the Foreign Minister that fingerprints 
were not required on visas. 

President Nixon: I think the practice, Mr. Prime Minister, was stopped 
when Secretary Rogers was Attorney General under Eisenhower. 

Secretary Rogers: To make certain we made the phone call. 

Prime Minister Chou: That's a very serious and earnest attitude. 

'fOP SE'CRE'f'i SENSITIVE 
EXCLUSIVELY EYES ONLY 

DECLASSIFIED 



':rOP SECRET/SENSITIVE 
EXCLUSIVELY EYES ONLY -5­

Secretary Rogers: But it does indicate how misunderstandings can be 
cleared up when we have fast communications and contacts. I just want 
to close by thanking the Foreign Minister and his associates for the very 
generous hospitality at every step of the way, and in every way possible, 
that has made our trip here a most pleasant and enjoyable one. 

Prime Minister Chou: That' s what we should do. But I would believe that 
there are some places in which we have not done enough. I have found, 
for instance, a shortcoming that your press pointed out to us. For instance, 
for your visit to the Great Wall we did some preparation which we believe 
was necessary, and it was earnestly, honest. But it was quite unnecessary 
to put up a show in the Ming Tombs, because it was quite cold that day. 
Some people got some young children there to prettify the Tombs, and it 
was putting up a false appearance. Your press correspondents have pointed 
this out to us, and we admit that this was wrong. We do not want to cover up 
the mistake on this, of course, and we have criticized those who have done this. 

I did not go myself to the Ming Tombs, and I admit that I did not know 
about it previously that they would do that. I came to know that only through 
your press last night, and when I investigated the matter I found out that 
that had truly been the case, and I must thank that correspondent. I may 
have a chance to do that when we arrive in Hangchow and Shanghai. This is 
Chairman Mao's spirit -- that is, we should not cover up our errors and 
you will understand it is not easy indeed to implement a policy. Although 
that is a very simple thing, it is bad. And therefore we would like to 
express this before Mr. President and Mr. Secretary of State and Dr. Kissinger. 
And to our guests we believe we should admit what we have done wrongly, 
but, of course, we cannot admit anything we have not done wrongly. Only 
by doing this can we improve our work. And only in this way will it be made 
possible to decrease our bureaucracy. It is not easy, indeed, to do away 
with bureaucracy even when you have a large state apparatus and so many 
requirements in that apparatus. 

I have been saying too much. Let our Foreign Minister say something. 

Foreign Minister: As for the rec.ent days of talks between our side and the 
Secretary of State l s side, I am in full agreement with the opinion expressed 
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just now by Mr. Secretary of State. The general atmosphere of our 
talks has beer. characterized by friendliness. Both of our sides have 
been adopting the attitude of looking forward in a positive spirit to seek 
common ground, to improve the relations between our two countries and 
in this manner I believe that both sides have been working together. And 
in order to seek common ground we have at certain points reviewed history 
and touched upon differences in opinions and differences of principles that 
we have had in the past. However, in order to make a good start in the 
beginning of the normalization of relations between our two countries and 
to move forward in this field, we have both discussed some concrete issues 
and also some general principles. And with regard to how we can move 
forward in specific areas, we have discussed questions of people-to-people 
visits and exchanges in the sports and scientific areas, and also exchange 
of medica.! per sonnel. 

Prime Minister Chou: And cultural exchanges, also. 

President Nixon: And teachers. 

Foreign Minister: And in these fields we have agreed with each other. 
We have also considered that the mattelt of trade between our two countries 
would also be helpful to the promotion of the normalization of relations between 
our two countries. And this would also have political significance and therefore 
we have reached an agreement -- a meeting of the minds -- with regard to the 
initial beginning of trade. 

But also we have reached the common view that before the relations between 
our two countries have been normalized we believe that it would be better for 
these above matters to be conducted through people-to-people channels, 
with the assistance of our respective governments, and they should also 
facilitate this. We have also reached the common view that these matters 
should be developed gradually and progressively. At the beginning our 
quantity may not be very large, but that will be developed very progressively. 

Chou: 10,000 years is too long. Yet to finish the long march in one 
year probably will not be enough time, so that the time perhaps will have 
to be longer than that. But we must start -- we must first seize the day 
and seize the hour, and in fact the President agreed with Chairman Mao 
on that. So we will have to ask Mr. Secretary of State and Mr. Foreign 
Minister to share the major part in seeing that it is done. 
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Ro[;~ I wO',lld like to remind the Foreign Minister that under our 
system President Nixon only has five years. 

Chou: Five years is quite enough to do that. 

President: Maybe only eight months. 

Chou: But you see that your Secretary of State still supports 'You so 
why be so pessimistic? 

Foreign Minister: And I also would like to express my appreciation 
and thanks to the Secretary of State in our talks. 

President: I would like to add one point that is very important in 
terms of our future relations. The Prime Minister has been very forth­
right in talking about a press story that he saw with regard to our visit 
to the Ming Tombs. I would only say that I would not reprimand whoever 
set that up because I liked the little girls. I enjQyed seeing them. But 
the incident poses a problem that could poison our relations in the future 
that I think we must avoid. I think that the Secretary of State and Dr. 
Kissinger and all our party could agree that in the U. S. this new relation­
ship with the People1s Republic of China is the big story of the century. 
We have 1,000 newspaper columnists who consider themselves experts. 
We have 1,000 politicians, Congressmen and Senators who also will want 
to comment on this. And they have a right under our system to make 
statements. They do not consult with us before they make these state­
ments. For example, the story that came out yesterday was that the 
President had made a decision to recognize Bangladesh at a certain time. 
We are considering it, but I have not made a decision. The columnist 
made it up because it was what he wanted. 

Now there will be stories written by columnists. There will be 
statements made by politicians that many people abroad will consider 
to be authoritative and representing the policy of our government. And 
it seems to me that at this early stage of our relationship we must 
develop between ourselves at the highest level what I would call mutual 
trust. Ayub Khan once told me that trust is like a thin threat -- once 
it breaks it is very hard to put it together again. And I think it is 
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important for us all to recognize that when statements are made, as 
they will be made, about this great historic event in the future, the 
Prime Minister and his government should realize that until the President 
speaks or the Secretary of State speaks, or someone authorized by the 
President to speak speaks, it is not the policy of our government. 
And we cannot control what others say, but we' will be absolutely 
scrupulous and trustworthy and honest in the discussions that we have 
and the communications that we have. I would like the Secretary of 
State to say whether he agrees. 

Rogers: I think what the President said is of tremendous importance. 
I mentioned to the Foreign Minister the other day that I would appeal to 
him when a misunderstanding appears to be developing if he would get in 
touch witm me. 

Chou: Directly? 

Rogers: Yes. 

President: And then we will clear it up. 

Rogers: I mentioned to the Foreign Minister that I have an arrange­
ment with any Foreign Minister that they just pick up the phone. If we 
have a problem with Home of the United Kingdom or Schuman of France 
they call me. If we have a way to communicate together we will be very 
happy to clear it up. I think if we stay in touch we will be able to clear 
it up. 

President: I would like to say to the Prime Minister and to his 
colleagues that never in my term, and I am sure the Secretary of State 
and Dr. Kissinger will agree, have we dealt with a government in which 
that government has been more meticulously and absolutely trustworthy 
in our communications. There have been no leaks and it is on that basis 
that we should try to develop for the future. 

I noticed, for example, that we were criticized by one of the TV corres­
pondents because we on our side have not informed the press about what 
we were talking about to each other. We have done that because that is 
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the understanding we have had with the PriITle Minister, and we have 

tried to keep that understanding. And that is the role that I want all of 

our people to understand and that the Secretary of State and 1 will convey 

when we get back. Our interest with regard to this great step forward 

in our dealings with the People's Republic should never be the headline 

that we ITlake today but the history we ITlake for tOITlorrow. 


Chou: Right. I agree with this idea, that is, that in order to ITlake 

cOITlITlunications ITlore accurate, the relation" between our two govern­

ITlents should be done directly and the cOITlITlunications should be done 

directly; that is, between Mr. President, Mr. Secretary of State or any­

one who is authorized by the President to talk directly with our govern­

ITlent, only to ITlake things ITlore accurate. As for the general public 

opinion we should accept what is correct because there are always 

those correct in public opinion, but we should not believe that which is 

wrong. And in that way we can avoid ITlisunderstandings. 


And we would also like theITl to know that the Chinese can also stand 
up to criticisITl, and if we are in the wrong we will chan:.;e that, and if 
we are ITlistaken we will correct our ITlistakes; and there is always good froITl 

, that. 

We still have two days in which we can finalize our cOITlITlunique, and 

I hope that our task in this field will be fulfilled. Do you agree with that 

Mr. President? 


President: Yes. And I think that will answer the understandable 

questions that the press raise as to what we have been talking about. I 

can only say now that we have not been talking about the weather. 


Rogers: Mr. PriITle Minister, if I could just add one other word. 

We have had people in our party who have had experience in China before, 

and they have been iITlpressed with the progress that you have ITlade in 

conditions for your people. We wish you well in that prograITl and hope 

that you have great success in that prograITl for your people. 


Chou: I thank Mr. Secretary of State for your good wishes, but we 

have done not enough and we still have quite ITlore efforts to ITlake. 
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In view of this final plenary session meeting we are holding in 
Peking, I would like to suggest, Mr. President, that if you would like 
Mr. Ziegler to say something to the press about this meeting, you 
could just say that we have held this meeting, and we can also say this 
to our own news agency. Would you agree to that? 

President: Yes. 
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