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Conversation No. 234-5 (cont’d) 

 
   -Kissinger’s frame of mind 
   -Option One 
   -Option Two 
    -The President’s message, December 5, 1972 
  -Kissinger’s return 
   -US bombing of North Vietnam 
    -Resumption of talks 
  -Leverage 
  -Instructions for Kissinger 
   -Minimum position 
    -North Vietnamese intransigence 
     -Breakdown in talks 
      -US bombing of North Vietnam 
       -Pace 
   -Withdrawal of North Vietnamese troops from South Vietnam 
    -Record 
     -Publicity 
      -Final offer 
  -Kissinger’s recent actions 
   -October 8, 1972 agreement 
    -Publicity 
     -“Peace is at hand” 
  -Continuation 
  -Kissinger’s cable 
   -Option Two 
    -Compared to Option One 
     -Recess 
     -Nguyen Van Thieu 
     -POWs 
      -Continuation of war 
       -“Hawks” 
     -Settlement agreement 
      -Honorable peace 
      -Government of Vietnam [GVN] survival 
       -Congressional relations 
        -US military and economic aid to South 

Vietnam 
         -Cut off 
         -Thieu 
  -Kissinger’s forthcoming meeting with the President 
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