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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

March 1, 1972 

MEMORANDUM FOR:	 HARRY DENT 

FROM:	 GORDON STRACHAN 

For your information, I have attached a copy of the materials 
to the President regarding his entry into the Maryland Presidential 
Preference primary. Noble Melencamp has the original materials 
and Bob Marik, at the Committee for the Re-Election, has the 
responsibility to have the materials prepared correctly if the 
decision is to enter the primary. 

cc:	 J30b Harik 
v'Noble Melencamp 
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1"./,4," OF MARYLAND", ,(I;; \pi'~ ~VSTATE 

" ...~-'\t. '\ EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT 

-~" ANNAPOLIS, MARYLAND 21404 

"RED J.<WINELAND 

February 28, 1972SECRETARY OF STATE 

The Honorable Richard M. Nixon 
President of the United States 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. President: 

It is my pleasure to inform you that pursuant to the 
p r ova s ro n s of Article 33, Section 12 - 2(a)(1), Annotated Code of 
Maryland (1971 Supplement), I shall direct that your name be 
placed on the Maryland Presidential Preference Primary Ballot 
unles s I receive from you within the time set forth by law an 
affidavit stating without qualification that you are not and do not 
intend to b e c o rne a candidate for the office of President of the 
United Sta t e s at the forthcoming 1972. Presidential Election. 

For your convenience, I have enclosed an excerpt from 
the current Prilnary Election Law of Maryland, and direct your 
special attention to the section and subsection referenced above. 

If you should desire that your name not appear on the 
Maryland Presidential Preference Prirnar y Ballot, I must be in 
receipt of an affidavit executed by you no later than 5:00 p. rn, , 

Eastern Standard Time, Thursday, March 23, 1972. For your 
further convenience, I have enclosed a form of affidavit which 
complies with the requirem.ents of Maryland law. 

If you should have any questions, please contact me at 
your earliest possible convenience. My telephone number in 
Annapolis is (301) 267-5421. 

With warm personal regards, I am, 

Sincerely y~urs" . 

. ~~ 
,IUd 

pC~r.lVFO 
L. Wineland 

Secretary of State MAR 1 1972 
CENTRAL FILES 

Enclosures: Affidavit & Law 
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AFFIDAVIT 

I, __________________, being first duly 

sworn, do solemnly declare and affirm without qualification that I 

am not now and do not intend to become a candidate for the office 

of President of the united States at the forthcoming 1972 

Presidential Election. 

Date: 
Signature of Affiant 

State of:
 

County of: to wit:
 
--------~ 

I hereby certify that on the day of 

1972, before me, the subscriber, a notary public of the State of 

, in and for the county of 

personally appeared and made oath 
. 

(or affirmation) in due form of law that the matters and facts 

set forth in the Affidavit appearing above are true. 

As witness, my hand and notarial seal. 

(Notary Seal) 
Signature of Notary Public 

Typed or Printed Name of Notary 

My Commission Expires:

Send or Deliver in Person To:	 The Honorable Fred L. Wineland 
Secretary of State 
State House 
Annapolis, Maryland 21404 



PRESIDENTIAL PRIMARIES AND CONVENTIONS 

§ 12-1. Delegates to national conventions. 

(a) Selection of drlcgatcs.-The total number of delegntes and alter
nate delegntes to represent the respective political parties at their respec
tive national conventions shall be ascertained and determined by the f(OV
'!rning body of each party and certified to the State Administrative Board 
of Election Laws not later than the first day of March in each year in 
which national conventions for the nomination of President and Vice
President are held. The selection of dclezntes shall be as follqws : 

(1) Election of District Delegates. Of the number of delegates allotted 
to Maryland, with the exception of those provided for in pnragraph (3) 
of this subsection, there shall be elected from each congressional district 
an equal number of district delerratcs from the list of candidates certified 
to the boards by the Stnte Administrative Board of Election Laws. In 
ascertaining the number of delegates to be elected from each congressional 

.district, the State Administrative Board of Election Laws shall determine 
the highest whole number that can be multiplied by the current number of 
congressional districts In Maryland to obtain' a product closest to but 

not f(reater than 100~; of tile delegates allotted to Maryland by the re
spective national party committee. Each dclccnte may have place-d adja
cent to his name on the ballot the name of a presidential candidate, pro
vide-d that the written permission of the presidential candidate has been 
received by the State Administrative Board of Election Laws at least 
53 days prior to the date of the primary election. 

(2) Election of At-Larjre Delegates. After the election of the district 
delegates in accordance with § 12·1 (a) (1), those elected district dele
gates from any national political party shall meet in convention not more 
than 21 dnys after that election and shall elect, as "At-Large Delerrates," 
the remainder of delegates allotted to Maryland by the respective na
tional party committee and not elected under section 12-1 (a) (2). 

(3) Ex Oflicio Delegates. 
(i) The Governor of the State shall be an ex officio delegate to the na

tional party convention of the party upon whose ticket he ran in the last 
preceding gubernatorial election. 

(ii) If provided for in the party constitution, the national committee
man. the national committeewoman and the State party chairman of each 
party shall be ex officio delegates. 

(4) Seledion of Alternates for Elected Delegates. The elected deleza
tion to the national party convention shall elect the alternate delegates to 
the convention. 

(5) Filling of Vacancies. The entire delegation to a national party con
vention shall fill vacancies occurring in the office of delegate or alternate 
delegate. 

(b) Candidate for lc/wm dcleqates bound to vote.-All the district dele
gates to a national convention shall be bound to vote for the candidate of 
their party for the office of President of the United States who receives 
the hljrhest number of votes within their respective congressional district 
at the primary election. and the ex oflicio delegates and the at-large dele
gates elected bv the district delegates as herein provided shall be bound to 
vote for the candidate who receives the highest total number of votes at the 

~	 primnrv election in the State. All delegates shall be so bound until the 
candidate for President of the United States is nominated by the conven
tion. receives less than 35 percent of the votes for nomination by the con
vention, or releases the delegation. or until two convention nominating 
ballots have been taken. 

(c) Election a! /lorly cOllvcntiorl.-In the case of a political party which 
is not entitled to nominate candidates for public office by means of pri
mary elections. subsections (a) and (b) of this section shall not apply and 
in lieu thereof delegates and alternate delegates to represent the said po
litical party at its respective national convention shall be elected at a party 
convention in accordance with the lawful rules and practices of the said po
litical party. (1957, ch. 739, § 1; 1965, ch, 784; 1967, ch. 392, § 1; 1969, ch. 
560; 1970. chs. 103,440; 1971, chs, 268, 354.) 

Erred of amendments.-Chapter 103, tlve Board of Election Laws" for "Secre
Acts 1970, substituted "State Admlnlstra- tary of state" In the lint paragraph of 
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Art. 33, § 12-2 TlI·:m:,mAnoN AND ELECTWN LA W8 

811h~('dilln (a) atilt tllrl'(' lil11(,~ in pnrn guve ~fT~~t to the other, hut hoth have 
J:'ral'h (1) of that eubscrtion. ber-n civ('n ('fTl'rt in the "uhl'\(lI,titUi 1Il'\ ~I-t 

Chanter HIl. Ad' 1!170. nddcd "Ttist r i..t" nut above. 
in the eatehliuo (t\r l'arnJ:'rnph (I) of sub l'lwph'" ~t:H. Acts 1!)7t. ('Ifl'('t iVI' July 
!'('clinn [u}, ntldt'c1 till' cxcoution ill the- nr~t I, 1!171, dh'id"fl ~\Ih~l'('lillll (11) int» two 
~('ntt'lh'{' of that pnrn,::rnph, ~t1h~lit\1h'd ~wl1ll'Ill'(·~. :Ull!«·d "C'X oOit'io df·I('l:'all'." mill 
"hut not I!Tc'att'r th.m )011';" (or "7fi' ~." the" in lllt' first ~1'lItl'lH'I' :Ind ndd".1 "All 
In the ~C(,OIHt scntr-nce of thnl pnragraph, Ih'I('~ah'~ ~hall Ill' ~o 110111\.1" u t I fll' III'
rewrote pnrn,::raph (2), ndd('d pn'!:l:('nt ~iIlJlillC' uf t l«- I'n'~(,111 :->I'('l1ful ~'Wl1tl'IH'I'·. 

pnrnjrrnph (;l). r('dl·~ig'lnt{',1 (ormcr pnrn Chapll'l' :~!i I, Ad~ '~17I, ('Ift'l'l iVI' .lnl y 
!:'ral'h. (3) nnd HI n, (.1) nntl If.), re I, 1!17t. ael,II'" ~t1II~('dion «'). 
sll{'C'livcly, !ub~titllh'l' "e-lect the nltcr nnte I':ditor"l'\ nnl('.-Ch:lpl('1' fiCin, A("t~ I!t(i!), 

d('l<'J:'nl('s to the convention" fOT "select efT('rtive July 1, ]!H;n, r('p(':tl('d fnrll1rr ~§ 

their alternntcx" nl the end o( present 12.1 nnd 12-2, comprj,in!:,' the auhtitle 
pa rngrnnh (1), subsfituted "di.lrict" (or "Prcs ideut.ia] Conventinns." nne! ('mll·tr.tI 

"elected' near the brJ:'innin,::- of subscct ion In lieu t hcrcof present §§ 12.1, 12-2 and 
(b), and subst itutcd "at-Inrce dclr-entcs 12-:1, romprisin,::- the ncw subt.it.lc HPr('~· 

elected by lhe distr ict dele gale." for idcntinl P rim n ric A nnd "Conv('ntiolHl." 
"delegates elected by n State pnrty con Former § 12:1 also relnteft to del"l"ale.l 
ventlon" near the middle of that subsec lo national cnnvcntions nnd Tormcr § 12-2 
tlon. was almost idenlicnl lo present § 12-3. 

Neither amendment lo subsection (n) 

§ 12-2. Primary election for candidate for President and delegates 
10 national convention. 

(a) Mallllcr of Ilccomi,," ca"riiria/e for nominatioll [or President .. toith
.drall'al of callriiriacy.-Any person who is a candidate for the nomination 
of a party which must nominate candidates for State public office by means 
of primary elections under the provisions of this article, for the oflice of 
President of the United States. ami who desires to obtain the vote of the 
delegates from Marvland of the party in its national convention, may be
come a candidate for nomination in primary elections to be held in accor
dance with the provisions of this article only: 

(1) By direction of the Secretary of State who shall place the name of 
the candidate upon the ballot no sooner than 70 days nor later than 53 
days preceding the date set by law for the primary ejection when he has 
determined in his sole discretion that the candidate's candidacy is gen
emily advocated or recognized in national news media throughout the 
United States, unless the candidate executes and files with the Secretary 
of State an affidavit stating without qualification that he is not and does 
not intend to become a candidate for the office at the forthcominc election: 

(2) By making the payment required and by filing with the State Ad
ministrative Board of Election Laws, a petition in the form prescribed by 
the State Administrative Board of Election Laws which shall contain the 
signatures of not less than 400 of the registered voters within each con
gressional district, at least 53 days preceding the date set by law for the 
primary election. Nothing in this section shall require compliance with § 
7-1. 

(3) Notwithstanding any other provisions of this article, whenever any 
person who has been noriilnatcd in any presidential primary election, in a 
writing signed by him and acknowledged before a justice of the peace 01' 

-'nolary	 public, notifies the officer or board with whom the certificate of 
candidacy, or petition for nomination, or name is required to be flied by 
this article. at least forty-five (45) days before the primary that he de
sires to withdraw as a candidate for the nomination, his name shall be 
withdrawn and the name of any person so withdrawing shall not be printed 
upon the ballots to be used at the presidential primary election. The flling' 
t)f a valid certificate of withdrawal of candidacy is a final act of with
drawal; and a person who files a certificate of withdrawal may not rein
"tate his candidacy, unless the time limit for the filing of candidacies has 
not expired. No filing fees shall be refunded to persons who withdraw in 
accordance with this section, subject, however, to § 4A-7 of this article. 
Nothing in this section shall apply to a candidate who qualifies under § 
12-2 (a) (1). _ 

(b) Right to have name printed on official primary ballot.-A candidate 
qualifying under this section shall be entitled to have his naPJe printed 
upon the official primary ballot of his party in primary elections held under 
and in accordance with this article as a candidate for the nomination for 
President. 

(c) Duty of boards of supervisors of elections to have names printed 011 

ballo/s.-The board of supervisors of elections in each county and of 
Baltimore City shall have printed upon the official primary ballots of each 
of those political parties in each county of the State, and in each legisla
tive district. of Baltimore City at the primary election in each year in 
which a President of the United States is to be elected, the names of the 
candidates for President and names of candidates for election as delegates 
to conventions certified to them by the State Administrative Board of Elec
tion Laws in manner nnd form and in all respects similar to the way in 
which the names of candidates for nomination for Governor are required 
to be printed upon ofllcial primary ballots by the provisions of § 14-1 of 



lei) Arrangement 0/ names on ballots; preparation and casting 0/ bal
lots.-The names of the candidates for the nomination for President of 
the United States and the names of the candidates for election as deleg-ates 
to conventions of the several political parties upon the official primary 
ballots shall be arranged and the ballots shall be prepared and shall be 
marked and cast by voters in the same manner as is prescribed by the 
provisions of this article with respect to the nomination in the primary 
election of candidates for the office of Governor of Maryland. 

(e) Canvass, ascertainment and certification 0/ results. - The results 
of the primary elections in the several counties and legislative districts of 

. Baltimore City in presidential years shall be canvassed, ascertained and 
. certified in the same manner as provided by law with respect to the elec

tion of delegates from the several counties and legislative districts to State 
conventions of the respective parties to nominate candidates for State 
offices. The votes cast in each primary election in each county and legisla
tive district of Baltimore City shall be canvassed and certified by the re
spective board of supervisor [boards of supervisors] of elections in Balti 

more City and the several counties of the State. The Board of State Can
vassers then shall tabulate the votes so canvassed and certified in a manner 
plainly to indicate for each party which candidate for President and which 
candidates for election as delegates to a national convention received the 
highest number of votes in the State as a whole. (1969, ch, 560; 1970. ch. 
103; 1971, ch. 354.) 

.Cro •• referen<e.-See note to § 12-1 of The 1971 amendment, effective July 1, 
this article. 1971, substituted "which ,nust nomlnntc 

Effect of nmendrncnts. - The 1970 candidates for State public office by 
amendment suhstituted "State Adminis menns of primary elections Under the pro
trative Board of Election Laws" for "See visions of this article" for "subject to 
rctury of State" twice in the first sentence the provisions of this subtitle" near the 
of subdivision (2) of subsection (n) and beg inning of subsection (n). 
in subsection (c) lind substituted "§ 7-1" 
for "§§ 7-1 lind 7-2" a t the end of subdivi
sion (2) of subsection (a) . 

.§ 12-3. Presidential electors. 

(a) Nominatioll.-The State convention of any party shall nominate 
or provide for the nomination of candidates for presidential' electors of 
the party in such manner as the convention determines. . 

(b) Number 0/ electors.-The State convention shall nomiAate or pro
vide for the nomination of as many candidates for presidential electors of 
the party as this State is entitled to appoint. 

(c) Certification 0/ nominees to State Administmtive Board 0/ Elec
tion Laws.-The names of persons nominated by the State convention as 
candidates for presidential electors shall be certified by the presiding offi
cers of the State convention to the State Administrative Board of Elcc

. tion Laws. (1957, ch. 739,	 § 1; 1965, ch, 784; 1967, ch. 392, § 1; 1969, ch, 
660; 1970, ch. 103.) 

Cross reference.-See note to § 12-1 of msnt substituted "State Administrative 
this article. Bonrd of Election Laws" for "Secretary of 

Effed of amendment.-The 1970 amend- State" at the end of subsection (e). 
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STATE OF MARYLAND 

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT 

ANNAPOLIS, MARYLAND 2'404 

FRED L.WINELAND 

February 28, 1972SECRETARY OF STATE 

The Honorable Richard M. Nixon
 
President of the United States
 
The White House
 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue
 
Washington, D. C.
 

Dear Mr. President: 

It is my pleasure to inform you that pursuant to the 
provi s ions of Article 33, Section l2-2(a)(1), Annotated Code of 
Maryland (1971 Supplement), I shall direct that your name be 
placed on the Maryland Presidential Preference Primary Ballot 
unless I receive from you within the time set forth by law an 
affidavit stating without qualification that you are not and do not 
intend to become a candidate for the office of President of the 
United States at the forthcoming 1972 Presidential Election. 

For your convenience, I have enclosed an excerpt from 
the current Primary Election Law of Maryland, and direct your 
special attention to the section and subsection referenced above. 

If you should desire that your name not appear on the 
Maryland Presidential Preference Primary Ballot, I must be in 
receipt of an affidavit executed by you no later than 5:00 p. rn, , 

Eastern Standard Time, Thursday, March 23, 1972. For your 
further convenience, I have enclosed a form of affidavit which 
complies with the requirements of Maryland law. 

If you should have any questions, please contact me at 
your earliest possible convenience. My telephone number in 
Annapolis is (301) 267-5421. 

With warm personal regards, I am, 

Sincerely yours,/ 

#J pt£.J~.; 
red L. Wineland 

Secretary of State 

Enclosures: Affidavit & Law 
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c:zu- ~?1uL -:r · 

~b A Noble Melencamp 
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AFFIDAVIT
 

I,	 , being first duly 

sworn, do solemnly declare and affirm without qualification that I 

am not now and do not intend to become a candidate for the office 

of President of the United States at the forthcoming 1972 

Presidential Election. 

Date: 
Signature of Affiant 

State of:
 

County of: , to wit:
 

I hereby certify that on the day of 

1972, before me, the subscriber, a notary public of the State of 

, in and for the county of 

personally appeared and made oath 

(or affirmation) in due form of law that the matters and facts 

set forth in the Affidavit appearing above are true. 

As witness, my hand and notarial seal. 

(Notary Seal) 
Signature of Notary Public 

Typed or Printed Name of Notary 

My Commission Expires:

Send or Deliver in Person To:	 The Honorable Fred L. Wineland 
Secretary of State 
State House 
Annapolis, Maryland 21404 



PRESIDENTIAL PRIMARIES AND CONVENTIONS 

§ 12-1. Delegates to national conventions. 

(a) Selection of dclcgatcs.-'l'he total number of delegates and alter
nate delegates to represent the respective political parties at their respec
tive national conventions shall be ascertained and determined by the gov
erning body of each party and certified to the State Administrative Board 
of Election Laws not later than the first day of March in each year in 
which national conventions for the nomination of President and Vice
President are held. The selection of delegates shall be as follqws: 

(1) Election of District Delegates. Of the number of delegates allotted 
to Maryland, with the exception of those provided for in paragraph (3) 
of this subsection, there shall be elected from each congressional district 
an equal number of district delegates from the list of candidates certified 
to the boards by the State Administrative Board of Election Laws. In 
ascertaining the number of delegates to be elected from each congressional 

.district, the State Administrative Board of Election Laws shall determine 
the highest whole number that can be multiplied by the current number of 
congressional districts in Maryland to obtain .a product closest to but 

not grentcr than 100~; of the delegatee allotted to Maryland by the re
spective national party committee. Each delegate may have placed adja
cent to his name on the ballot the name of a presidential candidate, pro
vided that the written permission of the presidential candidate has been 
received by the State Administrative Board of Election Laws at least 
53 days prior to the date of the primary election. 

(2) Election of At-Large Delegates. After the election of the district 
delegates in accordance with § 12-1 (a) (1), those elected district dele
gates from any national political party shall meet in convention not more 
than 21 days after that election and shall elect, as "At-Large Delegates," 
the remainder of delegates allotted to Maryland by the respective na
tional party committee and not elected under section 12-1 (a) (2). 

(3) Ex Officio Delegates. 
(i ) The Governor of the State shall be an ex officio delegate to the na

tional party convention of the party upon whose ticket he ran in the last 
preceding gubernatorial election. . 

(ii) If provided for in the party constitution, the national committee
man. the national committeewoman and the State party chairman of each 
party shall be ex officio delegates. 

(4) Selection of Alternates for Elected Delegates. The elected delega
tion to the national party convention shall elect the alternate delegates to 
the convention. 

(5) Filling of Vacancies. The entire delegation to a national party con
vention shall fill vacancies occurring in the office of delegate or alternate 
delegate. 

(b) Candidate for ichoni delegates bound to vote.-AII the district dele
gates to a national convention shall be bound to vote for the candidate of 
their party for the office of President of the United States who receives 
the highest number of votes within their respective congressional district 
at the primary election, and the ex officio delegates and the at-large dele
gates elected by the district delegates as herein provided shall be bound to 
vote for the candidate who receives the highest total number of votes at the 
primary election in the State, All delegates shall be so bound until the 
candidate for President of the United States is nominated by the conven
tion, receives less than 35 percent of the votes for nomination by the con
vention, or releases the delegation, or until two convention nominating 
ballots have been taken. 

(c) Election at pOl'ty convention.-In the case of a political party which 
is not entitled to nominate candidates for public office by means of pri
mary elections, subsections (a) and (b) of this section shall not apply and 
in lieu thereof delegates and alternate delegates to represent the said po
litical party at its respective national convention shall be elected at a party 
convention in accordance with the lawful rules and practices of the said po
litical party. (1957, ch. 739, § 1; 1965, ch. 784; 1967, ch. 392, § 1; 1969, ch. 
560; 1970, chs, 103,440; 1971, chs. 268, 3M.) 

Eft'ect of amendments.-Chapter 103, tive Board of Election Laws" for "Secre
Acts 1970, substituted "State Admlnlstra- tal')' of State" In the first paragraph of 
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Art. 33, § 12-2 nE(~lf;TRATION AND ELJo~CTION LAWS 

auhser t iou (a) and throe times in para ~ave dT('rt to the other. hut hot.h hnve 
~rnl'h (I) IIf that suhsect ion. been I!ivcn dTect ill the subser-tion 119 !I('t 

Chapter 440, Actll lfl70. added "Diatrict" out above. 
in till' rat('hlil1(' Ior parrurrnph (1) of sub Chnpte r 21iH. Acts 1\171, (',T(,('!ivt' .Jllly 
lI('diOI1 (n 1. n<l<lt'd till' oxcopt.ion in the firllt I, 1!171, <Iivid('!1 subscct iou (h) into two 
sontcuec of that pnraernph, substitutcd !\\'nt('III'('lI, :lIld(·d "r-x 00il'i1l <It'h'l!a t.(·g a nIl 
"but not I!I't'atl'r than 10(1';" (01' "71)';;''' the" in till' Ii rst lIplltpllI'l' and add I'd "A II 
In the second sentence of thnt pnrnsrrnph, ddpl!all,g shnll 1)(' so hound" al till' 1>1'
rewrote pnrnjrrnph (2), added present l!il1llinl! IIf till' prp"t'nt. !I('('OIIII 1I('ntl'llI'p, 
pnrngrnph (:l). rcdeainnntcd former pnrn ChapIn :l!i,I, Ad" 1!171, l'lTI'('liv(' .l ul y 

~raphs (3) nnd (4) all (4) and (G), rc I, 1!l71, nddpd subsevt iou (d.
 
spoctlvcly, aubstttutcd "elect the nlternnte Editor'lI notc.-Chnpt('r GliO, Art1l 1!l lifl,
 
d('I('~ntes to the convention" for "select efTertive July I, l!l1ifl, repealed former ~§
 

their alternates" at the end of present 12-1 and 12-2, comprlsinz' the subt.itle
 
pnrngrnph (4), aubstitutcd "district" for "Presidential Conventions,", and cnnctcd
 
"elected" ncar the beginning' of subsection In lieu thereof present §§ 12-1, 12-2 nnd 
(b), and subatitutcd "nt-Iarjre delegates 12-3, comprtstnn the new lI~lhtitle "Pres
elected by the district delegates" for Idential P I' I m a I' i e sand -Convent.iona." 
"delegates elected by a State party con Former § 12:1 also relatedl to dele~ates 

vention" near the middle of that subsec to nationnl conventions and Tormer § 12-2 
tion. was almost identical to present § 12-3. 

Neither amendment to subsection (n) 

§ 12-2. Primary election for candidate for President and delegates 
to national convention. 

(a) MauneI' of bccomins: candidate for nomination for President; with
,drtuoal	 of caudirlacl/.-Any person who is a candidate for the nomination 
of a party which must nominate candidates for State public office by means 
of primary elections under the provisions of this article, for the office of 
President of the United States, and who desires to obtain the vote of the 
delegates from Maryland of the party in its national convention, may be
come a candidate for nomination in primary elections to be held in accor
dance with the provisions of this article only: 

(1) By direction of the Secretary of State who shall place the name of 
the candidate upon the ballot no sooner than 70 days nor later than 53 
days preceding the date set by law for the primary election when he has 
determined in his sole discretion that the candidate's candidacy is gen
erally advocated or recognized in national news media throughout the 
United States, unless the candidate executes and files with the Secretary 
of State an affidavit stating without qualification that he is not and does 
not intend to become a candidate for the office at the forthcoming election; 

(2) By making the payment required and by filing with the State Ad
ministrative Board of Election Laws, a petition in the form prescribed by 
the State Administrative Board of Election Laws which shall contain the 
signatures of not less than 400 of the registered voters within each con
gressional district, at least 53 days preceding the date set by law for the 
primary election. Nothing in this section shall require compliance with § 
7-1. 

(3) Notwithstanding any other provisions of this article, whenever any 
person who has been nominated in any presidential primary election, in a 

.. writing signed by him and acknowledged before a justice of the peace 01' 

"notary public, notifies the officer or board with whom the certificate of 
candidacy, or petition for nomination, or name is required to be filed by 
this article. at least forty-five (45) days before the primary that he de
sires to withdraw as a candidate for the nomination, his name shall be 
withdrawn and the name of any person so withdrawing shall not be printed 
upon the ballots to be used at the presidential primary election. The filing 
of a valid certificate of withdrawal of candidacy is a final act of with
drawal; and a person who files a certificate of withdrawal may not rein
state his candidacy, unless the time limit for the filing of candidacies has 
not expired. No filing fees shall be refunded to persons who withdraw in 
accordance with this section, subject, however, to § 4A-7 of this article. 
Nothing in this section shall apply to a candidate who qualifies under § 
12-2 (a) (1). i 

(b) Right to have name printed on official primary ballot.-A candidate. 
qualifying under this section shall be entitled to have his napte printed 
upon the official primary ballot of his party in primary elections held under 
and in accordance with this article as a candidate for the nomination fOI' 
President. 

(c) Duty of boards of supervisors of elections to have names printed on 
ballots.-The board of supervisors of elections in each county and of 
Baltimore City shall have printed upon the official primary ballots of each 
of those political parties in each county of the State, and in each legisla
tive district of Baltimore City at the primary election in each year in 
which a President of the United States is to be elected, the names of the 
candidates for President and names of candidates for election as delegates 
to conventions certified to them by the State Administrative Board of Elec
tion Laws in manner and form and in all respects similar to the way in 
which the names of candidates for nomination for Governor are required 
to be printed upon official primary ballots by the provisions of § 14-1 of 
thiA ArtiC'1p. 

.. 



(II) Arrangement of names on ballots; prepara.tion and casting of bol
lots.-The names of the candidates for the nomination for President of 
the United States and the names of the candidates for election as delegates 
to conventions of the several political parties upon the official primary 
ballots shall be arranged and the ballots shall be prepared and shall be 
marked and cast by voters in the same manner as is prescribed by the 
provisions of this article with respect to the nomination in the primary 
election of candidates for the officeof Governor of Maryland. 

(e) Conuas«, ascertainment and certification of results. - The results 
of the primary elections in the several counties and legislative districts of 

, Baltimore City in presidential years shall be canvassed, ascertained and 
'certified in the same manner as provided by law with respect to the elec
tion of delegates from the several counties and legislative districts to State 
conventions of the respective parties to nominate candidates for State 
offices. The votes cast in each primary election in each county and legisla
tive district of Baltimore City shall be canvassed and certified by the re
spective board of supervisor [boards of supervisors] of elections in Balti

more City and the several counties of the State. The Board of State Can
vassers then shall tabulate the votes so canvassed and certified in a manner 
plainly to indicate for each party which candidate for President and which 
candidates for election as delegates to a national, convention received the 
highest number of votes in the State as a whole. 0969, ch. 560; 1970, ch, 
103; 1971, ch. 354.) 

CrOllll reference.-See note to § 12-1 of The Ill71 amendment, effective July 1, 
this article. 1971, substituted "which ~ust nominate 

Effect of amendments. - The 1970 candidates for State public office by 
amendment substituted "State Adminis means of primary elections under the pro
trativc Board of Election Laws" for "Sec visions of this article" for "subject to 
retary of State" twice in the first sentence the provisions of this subtitle" near the 
of subdivision (2) of subsection (a) and beginning of subsection (a). 
in subsection (c) lind substituted "§ 7-1" 
for "§§ 7-1 and 7-2" at the end of subdlvl
sion (2) of subsection (a) . 

.§ 12-3. Presidential electors. 

(a) Nomination.-The State convention of any party shall nominate 
or provide for the nomination of candidates for presidential; electors of 
the party in such manner as the convention determines. 

(b) Number of electors.-The State convention shall nomiAate or pro
vide for the nomination of as many candidates for presidential electors of 
the party as this State is entitled to appoint. 

(c) Certification of nominees to State Administrative Board of Elec
tion Laws.-The names of persons nominated by the State convention as 
candidates for presidential electors shall be certified by the presiding offi
cers of the State convention to the State Administrative Board of Elec

. tion Laws. (1957, ch, 739, § 1; 1965, ch, 784; 1967, ch, 392, § 1: 1969, ch. 
560: 1970, ch.l03.) 

Cross reference.-See note to § 12-1 of ment substituted "State Administrative 
this article. Board of Election Laws" for "Secretary of 

Elfec:t of amendment.-The 1970 amend- State" at the end of subsection (c). - " 



FOR FURTHER INFORMATION REGARDING THE ELECTION 
LAWS OF MARYLAND OR THE FAIR ELECTION PRACTICES 
SECTIONS THEREOF, PLEASE CONTACT: 

Mr. Willard A. Morris 
State Administrator of 

Election Laws 
140 Main Street 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(Tel: (301) 267-5711) 
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