
Richard Nixon Presidential Library
White House Special Files Collection
Folder List

Box Number Folder Number Document Date Document Type Document Description

23 6 08/07/1972 Memo Memorandum for Record. From: Alexander 
Butterfield. Re: Telephone calls from 
Reverend Billy Graham.2 pages.

Friday, April 04, 2008 Page 1 of 1



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

August 7, 1972 

ADMINISTRATIVELY CONFIDENTIAL/PERSONAL 

MEMORANDUM FOR RECORD 

SUBJECT: Telephone Call from Reverend Billy Graham 

Billy Graham placed a call to the President late this afternoon from 
Montreat. I took the call, because the President was meeting with 
staff members, and learned that Billy sought the President's advice 
about a matter which he described as Iistrictly personal II. He said 
that he would tell me about it if I would keep it confidential and relay 
it to the President within the next hour or two... I assured him that 
the matter would be kept private and that I would do what I could to 
get back to him by 8:00 p. m. Then, he told me of his dilemma. 

He had been called last night by Sargent Shriver, who asked him 
based on their long and close friendship -- to lead the prayer at his 
acceptance speech ceremony in Washingtom tonlOrrow evening 
(August 8). Billy told nlC that Shriver said, "I know that youtre behind 
the President, and that you will vote for him. But 1'rn asking you 
this favor because you and I are such good friends and bec;:wse you arc 
the finest person I know in the Protestant ministry." Billy seemed to 
feel that since Shriver put it the way he did -- i. c. strictly on a. {ril~llcl~)hip 

basis .• - he should probably accept:. Yet he aehnitted that if he accepted, 
he would have to reverse his earlier decision ZLEd attend the Reput)ljc<:T~ 

Convention. He exprcsf,cu the hope that he code;_ :octain .'). cOHlpleL'-:ly 
"bipartisan postlae ll trHoughollt tllC: c,-'rly stagcs of the C~-cnJpd_i~~!l 0 •• 

Ilat lc;:t~)t l'lltil <-tbout October". He ~,;;_id that if the polls s)"}U'J jndic;:dc 

a c:osc PresiJcnti;ll race (~lJring th;::,1. ]a"t m.onth before the Elc~cLiJ"l_, 

he c<Juld (in tb~lt \vay) th)'o\l his, supp~)rt to the t;ide of the l';"",id'~]J1 

rnol'C ei(ccb-':cjy" He wenL on to Se)_Y th,tt he w"s tntly in Zl (ju;~lldl'Y ~';;,'uL 

Wh,lL to do and 1I12-t he vcry luuch wdntcd the Prc~;jr1cntls j"';'t;()n,c] "elViCl,'. 

IT,-~ clo;:;cd tJ1C cOJl\'crsation by assuring Inc tJlctL he vv'Ot11d ~1i,jck by ,in)" 

c1c:.~~~-:i.\.;·:l r .. 1~~c.l\..~ 0.1'. thi;) CJ1Z"J oj Lhl.~ Ij]J. ...~ .,. tb.cilll(: v/(JU].lt (:u J~.;JiJI.l.iJg h.. ) Jluri.n • 



ADMINISTH.ATI\LY .cONFIDF';-,11'lil~L/PEHSON. , 
~._~-_._---

- 2 

In accordance with standard procedure, I tried to contact
 
Bob Haldeman in California, but learned t.hat he would not be in touch
 
with the Western White House switchboard for "another hour and a
 
half". That being the case, I ITlCntioned the Graham m,atter to the
 
President while chatting with hirn about sonle other things - 
schedule proposals, etc. The President listened carefully, then
 
answered firmly, "He should not do it. You call him. back and tell
 
him that it would be tantamount to his having attended the Democratic
 
National Convention. II
 

About a half hour later I called Billy and told him what had transpired.
 
I could sense some disappointm.ent. He asked me if I told the
 
President about Shriver1s having acknowledged that he (Billy) was a
 
Nixon supporter and that he would be voting, of course, for the
 
President. I told him that that part of the story had been made clear
 
to the President. Then he referred to his f~ther-in-law, "a staunch
 
Nixon supporter and an ultra-conservative if there ever was one", saying,
 
"He seems to think it would be perfectly alriglit for n~ to accept
 
Shriver's invitation. After all, I'm a clergyman and I would be there
 
only for the purpo se of leading tho se people in prayer."
 

Because the President had tried unsuccessfully to telephone me only
 
a few moments before, I told Billy that I would have an occasion to talk
 
to the President once again, and that I would seek a confirmation of the
 
earlier decision.
 

Needless to say, I did not mention the subject to t...~e President when
 
I spoke to him, later that evening. He had mZlde his point earEer in the
 
day.
 

At 8: 15 p. rn. I called Boh Haldcrnan, ran tl:(; FLory 1'y hiY;l qt1i d,Jy,
 
got h,is agreernent to the Presidl""1~IS decif3jOJ1, c:mel in the pr()Ce:3~3 learned
 
n10)'e about Dillyls Cctrl'y surnrnc1' dccJiE:"L]c'n:'3 f:') iTJ\'ik:lo,ns to :'c1 !.i",
 

Jnajor Party conventions on the; b;;:,~is of hi3; \'i;'j'J,Li.ng (:; hold to <:'
 

bip':Lt'tiso.'l sLa11CC throughout nwsL of the C",irtInjgnpc:l';.cd. Like i.b:
 
Pl.'cfJi(le:nt, Ua-luclnan S(l\V Gra!l,;,lY\' s <H('Cl'l;:,i,Cl; of th" SLl').ver il 1 ViLi Li on
 
2.,f) a radical change of position. 'J'herc would be DO l'i.c1i:lg oj hi.s Pl'C~c;cncc
 

;2. t', L.he- rl~:tti 01'1(1 11y' ..-, tclC'~/i E f~d c e r en~j t..;'[},'y arId f-~ C' j t \\' 0 lllcl bct;:}<:- C11 trY' ;:t, f-',:r ca t
 

n1~:ny Anlcricans as Zi. gc~,ture of ~,UppOl't.
 

!\t f~:35 I cal1t:.:cl r~ill'\'" ;ujd r{":~:t~r(_~_i',:d fhc: l_l·I·C·:.·;cl('·I-!tf~:-. fl~. l·;n~·J. (;~',\d ;'1 r"l \ ;("(~)~ 

J..!t,-_~ said, '!J.·~jrtc. "I'he'TI t that':, t.'~~:.(-'('11}r \" .. li;.lL J \\/.111 (lu" r: 


