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. ,,_. . DETElUfINED TO BE A
. n July 1, 1971

ADMINISTRATIVE MARKING 
E.O. 12065, Section 6-102 


BY~_____NARS. Date_~~~~__ 


MEMORANDUM FOR: MR. Ii. R. HALDEMAN 

VIA: MR. GORDON STRACHAN 

FROM: DWIGIfI' L CHAPIN 

Gordon Strachan ed that I put together my thoughts for you on Bill Gavin's 
memorandum of June 14. I think that Gavin put together an interesting, 
intellectual pi oe on some of the ramifications of Administration activity to date 
and the prospects for the 1972 el etion. However, I ense that he is a little 
paranoid over Agnew. I do not know how hard his reasoning is on all of this; 
howe ,I think that th umptiOll5 are, rhaps, a little simplistic. 

I do not qu tion that we have the President in a relatively ood position in terms 
of the criteria of his being "reasonabl ". 111 quality of reason ia at Ie t a point 
where we can alway build a very 1000 for President Nixon. 

Reprding ion, I am not sure that th Administration does out-passion everyone. 
I think the passion of the Peace Mav ment or of the new left - let alone of the 
right - h the zeal that an Agnew does. Perhaps w have been wrong (I would 
imagine Gavin would gree) in letting Aanew out 10 far front and gettm,1O 
controversial and dilutinJ the passion whieh he could hold in constructive areas. 
On the other hand, who' to say that Agnew has not rvcd his purpose. Gavin 
states that Agnew cannot be replaced since hiJ replacement would probably 
harm our chances (or a victory. I am not sure that this is true. To y that 
Agnew's pluses and minU1eS have alre dy been engraved in the public's mind is 
a problem, but on the oth hand, in the aae of quick irn ry, AlDew can be 
tempered quite a lot in the next several months - or t least we can alter those 
ca on which h lOCI out front. Thb may be necessary, anyway, if Gavin's 
statement is true, when he says, "I am not ying the public disagrees with hJJ 
content; I am sayina it has completely (orgotten his content". I think we can 

t around the problem of Aanew's becominS a big clie rather than being 
tTective on key iasuea. He just needs to proarammed against the big 

issues, as do others here - as well as the dent. 
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In t of imqinatJon, I wOuld haY to concur with lot f what Gam says. We 
ve done a poor job of iIluatmtlnl how imaainati the Presid nt has been even on 

thOle . 0111 when he baa either mown by action 01' throuah polley a of 
imagination. I think that we are ltartinalnto 1972 with a 1 of in, able to 
communicate imagination but ot necessarD.y an ablolute ck of imaglnatJve ap 
In other wo • we ;ye it if we can flgure out ho to exploit it without doinllO in 
a dey y. 

I do that Teddy has th imaginative ap and that if he ru , that will be • 
p:o lem. However, I 0 beli that nn y can be at. a do not think that 

.ho~d ume that can at all others since Teddy is the only Democrat 'th 
imqinaUon and the other cont nd lack It.) 

with th conclusion offered by rut in telT.ll of how we try to 
mustl'at . tion. It can be done in docu ntary sense and it can be done 
a lot of it - by film. We can also \lie the forthcomlna State of the Union and the 
other n tura1 forms which will comin along. We can remain lOUd and pre nt 
oUl'llelv soUd Party pcrpetuatina a IOIid country. It doesn't have to 
IlMnackY.. We can hook into a transfer from a wartime to a ce time lituation 
an make that xcl.t1nI. We can talk about how the doUan that nt on defi me 
are loin, to be cpont dom tica1Iy. We can do it as a lOund, r ned and excitinl way. 

All in all, w t I am yin, is GavIn hal sounded an hlch we mould be 
coantzant of if we are not y and thole peo d termiriin positlOJ1J and orkin, 

the Dina of our programs should v lOme thouaht to t says but not 
necessarily O'le1'-1'eact. 
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E ORANDUM FOR: • R. H. . !ALOE fAt"l 

VIA: . GORDON STRACHAN 

FROM:· DWIGHT L. elIAPIN 

Gordon Strac as ed th tIp t to 'th r my tho ght for "Ol on Bill Gavin's 
memorandum of lUI e 14. I think that G vin has p t tog' th~r n interesting, 
intellect" 1 pLce on lOrn of the f'arrJfic ti ns f Ad i listratio . activity to date 
a d th prO'lpects for th 1972 election. J wever, 1 " n " that he is little 
p:rr loid ov r Agnew. I do not J~no how h· rd hi reasoning is 0'1 all of this: 
how ver. -I thi that th Imption are, perhaps, a little simpli<;tic. 

I do not qu tio that w have the Preside·:t in a relatively lod positicm in tenm 
of the critcri of his being" reasonable n. The quality of re 0 is ut Ie ,t 8 point 
where we c n always build n v IV ood C&Se for Pr side It N' on. 

cUng p s ion, I am not s' re tlk1t the d bli tr tion doe 0 ·t-p ~o· e\'eryo;)e. 
I thin"' the passion of the ~ ce 0 "nt roth· new 1 ft - let alone ,f th 
right - h the ze 1 that an ne d)es. P rh w h. y bee wro g (J '10' Id 
im gine Gavin wo l1d agree) in letting Agaew ° t so f r front • d .... tting so 
controv rsial nd dilutin t p sio whi"h he could hold i constructive are s. 
On the oth r h· nd. who is to Sly tho t ew has ot rvcd hi~ p rpose. G. vin 
state that A new cannot be pI d si c his repi ~ ! ent wo° Id prob bly 
hann r cha .ces CC'r victorv. I m not s tre th3t th' is tr, . To say that1 

Aan"w's pIli. a d minu "h.:lvc already b n engrav d in th P' blic's mind i 
a proble n, but on the oth r h .d, i the u of q :jc ima ry, Ag:; w can b 
temp quite a lot in th r.ext sev ral mo. ths - or t least we c nIter t 0 

11 S 011 which h g s out frnnt. This may b" nec sarv, n 'W i, if G· vi! ' 
mtem nt is true, wher he ay,"I m not yin the publi~ dis, grces with his 

content: I am s ying it has co plct Iy for ott n Jus content". I thin1 we can 
get srollnd the probl m of w's 'oming a big cli~he r tll...r than being 
effective on "ey iss es. e ju t eds to be pr...,gr med a inst the big 

do others here - swell th Pre 'd nt. 
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J'ly 1, 1971 

.1E .fORANDU f FOR: R. n. R. HALDE ANL 

VIA: lR.GORDONSTRACHAN 

FRO 1:· D ~GHT L. OIAPIN 

Gordo1 tr"'c' ~ ed that I put to th~r y tho ghts for you on Bill G vin's 
memo I dum of Jun 14. I thl •. that G . It:!! P t to th'f n int rC'Jting, 
intenectn 1 piece on some of the rdrnificatia of Ad inlstratjo ctivity to d t 
and th~ prospects for the 1972 election. However. I s e that h is little 
p..r' noid over Asn w. I do at kno v how hard hi r ~soDing is o;} <ill of till ; 
how f/ .1 thin th.lt the a tI ption rhaps, Ii littl simrU tic. 

I do not question that v th Preside'lt in relatively g od po itio in terms 
of th crit ri of his being "reasol abl ,". Th q !ality of 0 i at Ie st a point 

h"r we C3 1 alway b ild a very cod ~u.sc for Pr~d It N xon. 
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CO: ur with a lot ,r BV!. e 

II o in 
a 'mmi 

1 do a 

1 t .d to With the cond 
illt te imagin tlo.. It c n 

"J • 

All II all, what 1 "m 1 alarm hleh w should be 
c liz. t of if d terl i}l .d 
o the Ui. I of our procr 

i G 'iin has ound d 
ot e peopl 

thou t to 
nccC$$&rlly ov -fQCt. 
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