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Trial Heat Poll 

Dr. Derge and Tom Benham produced recommendations 

for a poll to assess the strengths of the Democratic 

contenders and the effect of third and fourth party 

candidates. Derge suggests running two way~d three 

way trial heats so that a cross-tabulation could "identify 

which persons shift to Wallace from RMN or the Democrats 

in a three-way race." Benham urges the use of the 

"familiarity/favorability" questions as well as fourth 

par~y options. If the questionnaire probed the two, 

three, and four way trial heats with Muskie, Kennedy, 

Humphrey and McGovern as the Democrats and Eugene 

McCarthy and Shirley Chisholm as the fourth party can­

didates, the polling would take two days and the results 

would be available on the third day. A suggested ques-
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1. Do you approve or disapprove of the Hay Richard Nixon is 

handling his job as President? 

2. Now I am going to read you the na~es of some people in 

public life. lId like you to tell me how much you know about 

each of them. First, take Spiro Agnew - do you know quite a 

lot about him, a little about him, practically nothing about
• 

him, or have you never heard of him? ~ext, take 

(Read each persons name in order and repeat the rating 

categories as necessary.) Here·is the list of individuals 

in alphabetical order about whom the familiarity question is 

being asked -- Spiro Agnew, Shirley Chisholm, Fred Harris, 

Hubert Humphrey, Edward Kennedy, John Lindsay, Eugene McArthy, 

George r·1cGovern I Edmund Muskie, Richard Nixon, Ronald Reagan, 

Nelson Rockefeller, George Wallace. 

3. Ask question #3 only about se people the respondent has 
. 

heard of: No\<i I am going to read you the names of those 

people you have heard of. lId like you to tell me how favorable 

or unfavorable your opinion is of each person. First, take 

(the name of the first person on the list that the respondent 

has heard ) -- is your opinion of hin very favorable, fairly 

favorab ,not very favorable, or very unfavorable? {Read names 

in order and 
,

the rating categor s as necess \ 
• I 
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SET I 

4a. In 1972 there will be another Presidential election. If 

this election were being held today and the candidates were 

Richard Nixon and Edmund Muskie which one would you vote. for? 

4b. If neither or undecided on 4a you ask the following: 

Would you say that you lean more toward Richard Nixon or 

more toward Edmund Muskie? 

4c. Now suppose the candidates were Richard Nixon, Edmund 

Muskie., and George Wallace as a third party candidate. ~7hich 

one would you vote for? 

4d. If none or undecided on 4c you ask: Would you say that 

you lean more toward Richard Nixon, more toward Edmund Muskie, 

or more toward George Wallace? 

4e. Now suppose the candidates were Richard Nixon, Edmund Muskie, 

~c.~
George Ivallace as a third party candidate, and Eugene MeA! Lhy s 

a fourt~ party candidate. ~\lhich one would you vote for? 

4f. If none or undecided on question 4e you ask: Would you say 

that you lean more toward Richard Nixon, more toward Edmund 

Muskie, more toward George Wallace, or more toward Eugene Mc6rthy? 

4g. Nmv suppose the candidates were·Richard Nixon, Edmund Huskie, 

George Wallace as a third party candidate, and Shirley Chisholm 

as a fourth party candidate. Which one would you vote for? 
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4h. If none or undecided on 4g you ask: Would you say that 

you lean more toward Richard Nixon, more toward Edmund Muskie, 

more toward George Wallace, or more toward Shirley Chisholm? 

QUESTIONS ARE WORDED JUST AS TRIAL HEAT 

BEFORE. THERE WILL BE THREE IvlORE THOSE 

EIGHT AND IN THE 

MUSKIE,FOR THEN WE PLUG IN 

HUt<lPHREY f A)JD IN EFFECT THERE ARE 

FOUR EVALUATED HERE l\1ITH NIXON 

IN A TWO WAY WAY AND WITH 

BOTH McARTHY YOU HAVE IN EFFECT 

32 TRIAL HEAT 8 leaners}. 

I THINK THOSE HEATS WITH TP.E AND FMlILIARITY 

CANDIDATES AND THE 

ADDITIONALLY, OF COURSE, DEMOGRAPHICS 

ADDED. THE TRIAL HEATS, IN THE DATA 

AGAINST THE OTHER IN ANY WAY THAT NT. 
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In addit~on, question areas which were offered for 

Wrap Up Poll but not asked include: jail terms for 

drugs, welfare-menial jobs, credibility of polls, govern­

ment policy and polls, SALT talks, Gallup issue ranking, 

environment/pollution, revenue sharing, no fault insurance, 

the US Army, and approval of VP Agnew, Questions in these 

areas with trend data are immediately available but not 

~ ~~~J~~~~~~~~~ n._ 
.... ~O~~~~Q)~t.l...p-u.u~.4L 300~ri~ 

\CoiiliEl eOIlciusiolIs:- If the standard 1000 interview were ~, 

expanded to 1200 a full 300 blacks could be questioned 

resulting in an accuracy level of ~ 7%. The additional 

blacks would be harder to reach by telephone and so 

interviewing time would be four days instead of two. 

The additional cost would be $3500 - $400~ 

~~&AJL~' 




@ / Recommendation: 

That the trial heat poll be conducted on October 6 

7 so that results will be available October 8. 
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THE WHI T E HOUSE 

WASHINGTOi'\l 

August 9, 1971 

ADMINISTRATIVELY CONFIDENTIAL 

t1EMORANDUM FOR; GORDON STRACHAN 

FROM : L. HiGBY L / 
I 

/
I 

Bob talked SOHle rl10re on the way back from/ Maine about the 
upcoming polls. He indicated that the A gust 011 should 

011 tha t ets f ·u stions we 
hanging around . Also, I thin~ it would be a good 

time to do ~nother reading on issue ranking, if we can fit 
it in. / 

For our next poll in September, he ,lwa p tS to do a fo u r - WID? 
U ial h eat t hat j pc l lld e s MGcartb~j He wants to do this in 
relation to Humphrey I Muskie and 'I would imaglne a.lso 
Kennedy. Make sure that this i' included in your follow- up 
file in that area . 
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