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Trlal Heat Poll

for a poll to assess the strengths of the Democratic

Dr. Derge and Tom Benham produced recommendations

contenders and the effect of third and fourth party
candidates. Derge suggests running two wayéeggd three
way trial heats so that a cross-tabulation could "identify
which persons shift to Wallace from RMN or the Democrats
in a three-way race." Benham urges the use of the
"familiarity/favorability" questions as well as fourth
party options. If the questionnaire probed the two,
three, and four way trial heats with Muskie, Kennedy,
Humphrey and McGovern as the Democrats and Eugene
McCarthy and Shirley Chisholm as the éourth party can-
didates, the polling would take two days and the results

would be available on the third day. A suggested ques-

—

stipAs ofi94,

Th eyse (Censi of interest questions
The intgngity of appr&val/fédisappryyval-ocf the P

Higby's Suggestions

The relatiw® strength of Conmally and Agnew
on ticket
Rop "right-track-wrong track" p2ebing

tionnaire is attached:4uﬁde 2 Q Q (),
JHowever ,5 other }ta0851ble areasA—fo:_—t-l':rs—tr-ra%—heat .
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1. Do you approve or disapprove of the way Richard Nixon is

handling his job as President?

2. Now I am going to read you the names'of some people in
public life. I'd like you to tell me how much you know about
each of them. First, take Spiro Agnew - do you know quite a
lot aboqt him, a little about him, practically nothing about

him, or have you never heard of him? UYNext, take .

(Read each persons name in order and repeat the rating
categories as necessary.) + Here.is the'list of individuals
in alphabetical order about whom the familiarity question is
.being asked -- Spiro Agnew, Shirley Chisholm, Fred Harris,
Hubert Humphrey, Edward Kennedy, John Lindsay, Eugene McArthy,

George McGovern, Edmund Muskie, Richard Nixon, Ronald Reagan,

Nelson Rockefeller, George Wallace.

3. Ask question #3 only about those people the respondent has
heard of: Now I am going to read vou the names of those

people you have heard of. 1I'd like you to tell me how favorable
or unfa%orable your opinion is of each person. First, take

(the name of the first person on the list that the respondent
has heafd of) -—- is your opinion of him very favorable, fairly
favorable, not very favorable, or very unfavorable? (Read names

in order and repeat the rating categories as necéssary.)



SET I
4a. In 1972 there will be another Presgidential election. If
this election were being held today and the candidates were

Richard Nixon and Edmund Muskie which one would you vote. for?

4b. If neither or undecided on 4a you ask the following:
Would you say that you lean more toward Richard Nixon or

more toward Edmund Muskie?
4c. Now suppose the candidates were Richard Nixon, Edmund
Muskie, and George Wallace as a third party candidate. Which

one would you vote for?

4d. If none or undecided on 4c yéu ask: Would you say that
you lean more toward Richard Nixon, more toward Edmund Muskie,

or more toward George Wallace?

4e. Now suppose the candidates were Richard Nixon, Edmund Muskie,
1LY 4
George Wallace as a third party candidate, and Eugene MefrThy™as

a fourth party candidate. Which one would you vote for?

4f. If none or undecided on guestion 4e you ask: Would you say
that you lean more toward Richard Nixon, more toward Edmund

Muskie, more toward George Wallace, or more toward Eugene Mdérthy?

4g. Now suppose the candidates were Richard Nixon, Edmund Muskie,

Georgé Wallace as a third party candidate, and Shirlev Chisholm

as a fourth party candidate. Which one would you vote for?




4h. If none or undecided on 4g you ask: Would you say that
you lean more toward Richard Nixon, more toward Edmund Muskie,

more toward George Wallace, or more toward Shirley Chisholm?

THRSE QUESTIONS ARE WORDED JUST AS TRIAL HEAT QUESTIONS” HAVE
BEEN WSRDED BEFORE. THERE WILL BE THREE MORE SET& OF THOSE
EIGHT QUESSJONS AND IN THE OTHER THREE SETS( ﬁsTEAD OF
MUSKIE,FOR THENJIRST SET WE PUT IN KENN;IY, THEN WE PLUG IN
HUﬂPHREF, AND THENNWE PLUG IN MCGOY"N. IN EFFECT THERE ARE

~ FOUR DEMOCRATIC CANDID{TES BEIL: JEVALUATED HERE WITH NIXON

IN A TWO WAY TRIAL HEAT; f 'HvWALLACE IN A THREE WAY AND WITH
BOTH MCARTHY AND CHISHOJMAINFﬂ FOUR WAY.. YOU HAVE IN EFFECT

32 TRIAL HEAT QUESTZONS (16 basic -uestions and 8 leaners).

I THINK THOSE Tj AL HEATS WITH THE FA¥QRABILITY AND FAMILIARITY
ON I BELIEVR 13 CANDIDATES AND THE NIXON ﬂfPROVAL IS A FULL
QUESTIONMAIRE. ADDITIONALLY, OF COURSE, THE\stAL DEMOGRAPHICS

WILL ABE ADDED. THE TRIAL HEATS, IN THE DATA PRC%x\SING STAGE,

BE RUN ONE AGAINST THE OTHER IN ANY WAY THAT YOU» ANT .
T0se H4o-OC m;t’/\wo—uw Qe ool

e Homphaoy) Kenmedy, aml MeQoven,
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Chapin's Suggestion

Whether people expect their egident to
appear on TV to inform

Safire Suggestion

VP" statement by Muskie

h/aging guestion

(ED (/////’ In addition, question areas which were offered for

the Wrap Up Poll but not asked include: jail terms for
drugs, welfare-menial jobs, credibility of polls, govern-
ment policy and polls, SALT talks, Gallup issue ranking,
environment/pollution, revenue sharing, no fault insurance,

the US Army, and approval of VP Agnew. Questions in these

CED areas with trend data are immediately available but not
attached. . ]
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If the standard 1000 interview were ?‘.a‘m,.,&
expanded to 1200 a full 300 blacks could be questioned
resulting in an accuracy level of + 7%. The additional
blacks would be harder to reach by telephone and so
interviewing time would be four days instead of two.

The additional cost would be $3500 - $40Q9;;7
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(ji::>{//Recommendation:
That the trial heat poll be conducted on October 6

and 7 so that results will be available October 8.
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WASHINGTON X
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MEMORANDUM FOR: GORDON STRACHAN
FROM: L. HIGBY f{

Bob talked some more on the way back from Maine about the

upcoming polls. He indicated that the August poll should
e - oll that gets rid of a JTot of questions we

have had hanging around. Also, I think it would be a good

time to do another reading on issue ranking, if we can fit
it in. /

/
For our next poll in September, he/wants to do a four-way
trial heat that dincludes McCarthy, He wants to do this in
relation to Humphrey, Muskie and /I would imagine also

Kennedy. Make sure that this ig included in your follow-up
file in that area.
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