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Converstion with Al Sindlinger, January 26, 1972 

S : ..vote for us is over 50% now. Yea, it was down to 46 and I, ... the funny 
thing that I had before or after it ;didnlt ll1ove. 

C: In other words, you were running the Pre sidential popularity before 
and after the State of the Union? 

S: Yea, I ran it just before and after and I was going to stop it ye sterday 
and then, of course, last night I decided to continue it. 

C~ And it wasn't ll10ving bey ond... 

S: It didn It ll10ve after the State of the Union. I was surprised. 

C: Today it went up to 50% ? 

S: It's over 50 now, it could be 51 or 52. And I've got SOll1e other questions 
on... I thought lid listen tonight and let things cool down for a couple days and 
then do a real study. 

C: Well, you know what would b e helpful, if you would throw in there "Do 
you think the President is really trying to get the war over .. " 

S: Well, live got ll1y standard questions here, "Do you t hinkthe President 
is doing all he can to end the war in Vietnall1", that one I s in. I used that 
even with Johnson, you l<:n3w. 

C: What does that norll1ally COll1e out with the President ? 

S: Well, wait all1inute. The one I have here, I've got a couple since this, 
but I can It put ll1y hands on thell1. But the one here was ll1ade in, following 
the Nixon - - - Novell1ber 3, his Vietnall1 talk in 1969. The first two days 
following on Novell1ber 4 and 5, we got a yes, 68.1. No of 17. 5, and no 
opinion of 14.4. Then the four days following Novell1ber 4 through the 7, 
the yes jUll1ped to 72.1, the no was 15.7 and no opinion was 12.2 and then 
taking 8 days froll1 Novell1b er 4 - - what did he do on Novell1ber 4 ? 

C· Novell1ber 3, 1969, was when he announced he wasn't going to surrender. 
The kids were out in the streets. 

s: Then for the full 8 days, Novell1ber 4 through 11, it was 79.2 yes, and 12.8 
no, and 8.0 no opinion. I can't filld it quickly, but I've had two since and if 
I rell1ell1ber, it ran down to around 50% yes and the current ones run at least 
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75 to 80. 

c: After last night . I would think so. I would be amazed if it weren't over 
80 because anybody... for one thing, we've jus t learned that it got us 64% 
rating, which means 64% of all TV sets in the United St ates were tuned into 
it. 

S: Oh, I wouldn' t b e surprised at all, because I imagine all the people that 
read or heard about it ... it's going to be astronomical. 

c: Oh, yea, it's fantastic. But, what I'm interested in is your ob servat ion 
that it's raised his rating up over 50. I think that's really impressive. 

S: And the no's are still 14, or 15 pe rcent. 

c : That's amazing. Okay, my friend, I'll be very eager to hear from you 
when you get something. 

S: Ithoug t I would wait until tomorrow. I wanted to listen tonight. I thought 
I'd wait until tomorrow and then do ... 

C: .. Democ rat? 

S: Yea. 

C : Well, you'd feel a little bi t without a place to turn to. 

S· How would you advise them? 

C: Well, you know what t hey're saying? 

S: Oh yea, oh the hell with the advise. 

C: Well, Humphrey has the classic statement of all time: He said, "Well, 
if this helps the President politically, it's just the price we'll have to pay". 
Isn't that wild. What a partisan son of a bitch. Well, AI, I appreciate it 
and if ... 

S: Sometime s he's hone st anyway. 

C: Exactly. Well, if you'll inform me when you have some definite figures 
out of this .. 

S: I lhould have someth ing by this time tomorrow. 
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c ; Okay, and I'm working on setting up a meeting with Connally. I don't 
know why the hell my staff hasn't done it yet, but we'll have it. 

S: The real sore spot in the election is the industrial mid-west. The 
steel and automotive areas. 

C: Amazing because automobiles are going like gangbusters. 

S: Well, you see what is happening to them and this is why I think you're 
not hearing any too much rubbles from labor right now, and I don't know 
whether you've thought about this ... 

C: They're all getting overtime. 

S: Well, that's it. 

C: Sure, there's nobody being hired. They're just all working 40... 

S: See, the point I'm making is that in our response in the automotive areas 
over the, particularly, the last fo ur or five years, when you had, when you 
asekd the income que stion, only in tho se areas would people say, well, do 
you mean including my overtim e or without my overtime? and it's perfectly 
clear to me that these autobmotive and steel workers, those two together 
and they're probably some Teamsters, but not many, but most of those 
specialties, have b een living for the past 5 years on, not on their base pay 
but take-home overtime pay. And this is what they're feeling. W~:::tKX 

But they're adjusting to it. 

C: Well, that makes it a tough crunch because they're all getting fat and rich 
but the unemployed aren 't getting hired. 

S: That's right, but the amazing t hing is they seem to be adjusting to it. 
Which is very very intere sting. 

C: Adjusting to it, you mean in the sense that they're adjusting to the fact 
that there's the unemployment. 

S: They know there isn't going to be any overtirre for a while. They've 
adjusted to the fact that their base pay is not going to be their pay for a while. 
You see, they talk in these plants. Don't underestimate the knowledge that 
the worker has of what the profits are. Don't ever underestimate that. 

C· I don't for a minute. Well, very helpful myfriend and I'll look forward 
t o hearing from you as soon as some of these re suIts are in. 
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• 



Conversation with Al Sindlinger 1/27/'72 .on Q&:A 
. / 

s: 

The first question is:<on Tuesday eve~ing over nationwiae TV, President 
Nixon outlined an eight point plan to end the war in Vietnam. Have you 
read or heard about this or did you see itx the President on TV ? 

EX The TV audience is going to be fantastic - - probably 70 or 80 million 
70 million, probably '- -. and the knowledge is about 85-90% 
C: Jesus. 

The second que stion is:Slince Pre siden 't Nixon's TV announcement on 
Tuesday, have you had any conversations or discussions with anyone about 
the President's peace plan or what is being said about it by anyone? 

And the conversation on this will be over 65%. 

C: uh-huh. 

And the remarks at the Bnd of the question are: If yes, what was dis
cussed and it's running all over the place. The general agreement is 
about time - - he should have done it sooner - - he's pulled the rug out-
what will the Democrats do now - - the Democrats are befuddled - - He 
had to do it - - great, excellent - - about time - - things like that. 

The next question is a repeat question I used some time ago and it is: 
President has three choices on the Vietnam problem: 1 is an extreme 
choice to admit defeat and give up. - - give the North Vietname se whatever 
they want and get out to get our prisoners back. The other choice is to 
continue to do what he is doing and try to negotiate and the other extreme 
choice is to step up the war for a total victory - - go all out and win it. 
Now if you were the President of the United States or you were to advise 
the President on what to do - - would you tell him to give up - continue 
as he is - - or go all out and win.? 

I'd say that the give-up is around 20% or less -- the continue is going to 
be about 60 and 70% - and around 25-30% are hawks. ~m1cm:tt 

C: You mean -
S: Yep, - - and they are in the midwe st and the unions - - hardhatsgol all out 

C: Is that right? 
S: Yep. - these fellows they want to fight too 

Next question is: Is Pre sident Nixon doing all he can to settle the war m 
Vietnam? 

And that is running very, very high. 

C: Is that right? 

S: Yes. 
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The next :wquestion is our standard question on -- if the next year's '''~ 
P~rne~srri~de~n~t~--~--------------------- q~ 

election /' 
It's running about 52 - 53% 

C: 52-53. 

S: And the negatives are 14 -- 13-14%. 

C: Isn't that marvelous, huh. 

If the election were being held today, who would be your number one 
choice? 

And what's interesting here, is that.:t what's his name in N. Y. is 
corning up -

C: Lindsay??? 

S: Lindsay's corning up for some unknown reason. But the rest of 
them are running about the same. Mills is dropped almo st completely 
out.. 

C : Yep, but you are still getting Muskie number one? 

S: Yeah, Muskie' s number one. Kennedy is way down. 

C: Is that right. 

S: Yeah. MX It's Muskie, Humphrey, (Wallace is up pretty high) 

And the next question is: Are you or any member of your household a 
member of a labor union? 

And the last question is when you think of polittcs, do y-ou think of yourself 
as a Democrat, Republican or Independent? 

C: Gee, that will be fascinating - - fascinating. Now, when, Al will you 
be completed on that survey. 

S: Well, I've got about 400 and I though I ought to run it about 3 cycles -
God maybe four cycles - - and get at least 1500 or 2000. 

C: You' B be going through that through the weekend and 
S: yes 
C: And then how early could you release it. You know, nobody hasf;il' 
released a poll - - Frank Stanton called me from CBS - - very nice of 
him to call - - yesterday and he said "Chuck, do you know anybody doing 

any quick polls 1 on the reaction to the Presidentsthing?~nd I said no, 
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And he said, you know, we used to have a quick service here wheee 
we set up and could get instant reaction and have it the next night, he 
said, I wish to God we had it, because it would be a helluva spontaneous 

S: You, didn't tell him we were doing it, did you? 

c: No, I didn't because I didn't dare. I didn't know whether I should or 
not. 

S: Yeah. 

C: You know, I don't know whether to use you fellows or 

S: If you talk•.. call him back and tell him I'm doing one. 

C: Alright. But the point would be how fast could you get it? 

S: Well, I think the thing is so important, I don't know whether I can re
lease it early or hold it. 

~K What do you think:? 

C: Oh, the earlier you relaase it, the more newsworthy it will be. 

S: Well, maybe I should release all of it tomorrow... what is today... 
Today's thuraday, isn't it.? 
C: Well, if you ~~ get it out tomorrow -- for the 
Sunday newspapers - - it would be a gangbuster. 

S: Alright, let me release something tomorrow afternoon. 

C: On the se questions we just talked about. 

S: Yeah. 

C: Great. 

S: I won't have any of the cross-tabs but I can have the key stuff. 

C: Sure, I mean you could have the fact that those supporting the 
President's reelection rose from 48 to 53 - 
s 
S: It was down to 44 - - it did go up slightly after the State of the Union 
it was 44 before and 46 after. 

C: Well, it would be a helluva a good one to show that hes popularity 
has risen and that now 80% feel he is doing all he can to end the war 

and 60 - 70 that 



S;; Saturday morning would be a bad time ... ? 

c: Well, yeah, that's a bad time. You gotta get it out Frillay afternoon 
with a Sunday a. m. press release time on it. 

S: 	 Yeah. That's what I'll do. ':Bdmm. 
s 

C: Then, you'll get a maximum bang out of it. 

S: Alright, tell Stanton we're doing it. 

C: I'll call Frank in the morning. Then call me when you have the con
firmed result s though. 

S: Yeah, I'll give you something tomorrow. 

C : Great. Thanks a million. 

S: That's the way its running and its a very clean interview. 

C: Well, its beautiful because its feally giving us a feel, isn't it? 

S: Well, these extreme questions -- you know I asked those questions 
before and at one point we were getting about 38% hawks and about 11 % 
doves. Now I'd say its going to be about ... well, near 30% hawks and 
about maybe 18-19 doves. 

C: But then the most in middle thing continue? 

S: Yep. 

C: fascinating. 

S: I would say that from the tenor of the hawkishness - - that if he 
gets kicked around ... I think that you're gonna find that go up. 

C: Yeah. I do too. You notice they didn't really turn us down today. 

S: That is interesting, isn't it? Did you expect it? 

c: I expected thlit they would turn us down and then come around back, 
but they hinting that they were flexible but we may have really flushed 
them out. We took a long gamble on it but we might have flushed them 
out. 

', IJIJ ~ -J ~ 
S: Well, that wlilf interesting, t) w't 

-:J 	 ,,,.. 
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C: Well, if we ever pull it off, God, alDlighty. 

S: That! s right. 

C: It would be Dlarvelou s, wouldn! t it ? Boy. 

S: Yepo 
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