
Richard Nixon Presidential Library
Contested Materials Collection
Folder List

Box Number Folder Number Document Date Document Type Document DescriptionNo Date Subject

3 13 6/25/1971 Memo From Colson to Haldeman RE: polling 
information on Kennedy. 4 pgs.

Campaign

3 13 Other Document Handwritten notes taken by unknown 
displaying polling data and other information 
on Ted Kennedy and discussing his role in 
the 1972 campaign. 7 pgs.

Campaign

Monday, October 04, 2010 Page 1 of 1



1..1ElviORANDUM F OR : H. R. HA LD E l\lLAN 

FROW : CHARLE S COLSON 

SUB J E C T : Lou Ha r ri s P oll 

Lou Ha. ' :ds ha. d one an indapth analys i s of Ted Kennedy w hich 

w ill be the subjec t of several Hat" l' s col unms over the next 

several weeks . . .11e analysil9 is aGed o n an indepth f.!u rvey of 

1614 elig ible voters c n ctecl e b lean June 9 and 15 . 


It is H rl'is' considered j\'ldgmcnt tIl t Ted ::.....cnnedy. if n o m j.n­


a.ted, will loce tr..e J1ccti 1'1 in a most div icive c ampal/1n. Ha rris ' 

says there is n very 1 usual r,benmnenon with respec t o t e 

Kenned y c-~ndidacy poll that oeBolt occur wil.h any other 

Democl'c t ; he ,n'ou s~ " bitte r ho tility or al"dent support but 

r aI'ely ~tly 1 kewnrm roactionB. 


Eight stateml.entE; lere pre en· ed to interviewees . B oth answers 

and then inciepth COIDnleote were analyzed . TJ.1erelore . part of 

the 1011oW1' Ii!. is statiE!tical and p art of it i s Harrit1 ' e d itoricl analy s i s 

o c.h_ C01UlllGut • 

On the strong (d.el , Kennedy c ' me n out 68 - 20 po citivo em the 
q u cG tion of whether h - 'tEl a good sena 01" ho wo 3 -o hard. Harris 
feels that he ould be hal.'d o atta c l:," on t he l. S3u ~ s or on hi l'o c o rd 
i n t he Sena te .. 

A sucond positive pOint i s tbat h e io consid""red by a. 51- 3 _ rat ing "on e 
o f t le lOW polit idr.ns willing to taka c o uraGeo s rJi;ands; on issueo t ll. t 
al~e before the cQunb'y-1I 0 Harris pits out that this i s a ttvo edge ~ 

w ord. People may admire his courage i oppo sing t h e iNashlngton 
policE.. dUl"ing Ivl..."'\ 7 ) ~y, for ' e :a.mple . but; still vote .. g a inst hlm. 

http:politidr.ns
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It docs not mean they agree w ' th him. The breakdown of t hi s 
c ategory goes .... 8 follows: 

I C a .. holies 60-26 . 
Blacks 71-8 

I 	 Young 52 - 3-4­
College E ducated 41-4 7 (a surprise ) 
Independe ta 4 '7- 4 0 

In the next c atcg l'y, Harl"ls asked a loaded , but ighl y Bignificant. 
question : II O ne day, he should r un for Pres ident, 'put: be' C at ready1 

fo j.t _ ~ If The public c:..greed 58 ..29. The interpret<:ltion is that he 
is con idere:d a Frei'..iJe~i:ial candidate but i s aJ.s c cons idered im 'lature 

J . . nd not ready fo r th Frcl3idenc y no,v. 

And the most importa. quest ion of ill: " Doea he have th e peI'sonality 
and leadership qualiti.es 8. Fresident hould ha' re ? " 34% say yes . 
5180.y lO. 6ignifi c antly. he is wcal-c=st Ot th i s in the 'West (27 yes, 
62 no), an"long c;ollepe eci cated (23 - 64) and alnong Inciep.:::nci",n1:s (28 - 56 ), 
Among youth he i s 36 - 4s:1 (a real s Li'''prisc). In the EaGt 3... _ 116 ; 1Iicl - ',\fest 
38 .·47 ; South 31 .. 52 ; (.mollg Clltholics '1-3 -42 and. mong VTAS1:"s 2 -59. 
Larris bel eve~ fi..'om analy""ing the conunents and the raw ul.1mber that 
t his is where I:"-e:oneci y "~Jn.y be fatally vulnerabl", . A majur ity o f the 
people do n t bcliE've tiL:J.t be ha_ t h . necessary CJ~,C1lities ?f leadership 
to be Prcsid.:nt. (A cry s ,roog cuntra st c an 1 '.~ clra....vu wit! the President) . 

In rcupoD"C z.o t e quertil.)u aB to whether h(1 has gotten whel' e he i G 
b"C;lU e of ri.u !1ili1.1e , 57 agree and 35 disag:re ,., 

On the _ u fHon of whf>ther he is in tha Game hn.e tH~ as his brol:hcn~ , 

"18 agree 37 t::ls aci X'C • 

In responDe to the qucr;tion, 1111.1 hou~h he denteD it, he i s :really tr i1'1g 
t o get the ,ornina ion 11, 44 a.gree 31 dioagl'ee. 

Now l ho shocker : "bcc<:.u ' e of ,.,:'b t\t happ~ncd at Ch~,ppaqu dd5.c • he 
does not c1<: scl.' c tho Fl·eDitH:;ncy ll. • 3 ac!" e. 51 diaagi"ee. The breakdown 
c: 


Ca.th~)Hc~, 21-65 

Blae . El 12-69 

VIASI)f s 43 . 31 
Rerublicans 50~:.':4 

lude enc onts 32·51 
Uniun 1v~(' _nbe (; 29 - 57 
D e rno cr a.t s 2 6-6 0 

http:1ili1.1e
http:qualiti.es
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This i s, of cour6e , l oaded q ue tiol'). del iberately d es igned to find 
out the "hard core " of pc pIe ho w o Id vote against K nnedy eCQuae 
of Chappaquiddick. In ocher w or18 . his question tells that one out of 
three peopl~ and most importantly one in four Demo crats ocli ve 
Chappaquiddick alone liaqu<uU'ie s hi!.. On men and women, the 
brca'" i s about ~he }1"lmo except WOlnen over 50 seerned to be lTJ.uc h 
stronger ou t l in issue. 

Harrit'" nnlya l' of Kcnnedyf s c a."ldidacy obvio :;ly sh uld b e di6c ounted 
b ..c s he i ::l trying s o 'oeperately to please us . He io convinced 
today that Kell )cdy cannot b(l ele cted, t hat iu a t wo-way r ace r i ght 
llOW . we woul d beat h i.m (those fi "' u res have not ye t been colbted) 
t~nd that ill the heat of a cr;.mpaign his c nclidac)' would generat bittO'!" 
antago!lisrns and d iv ide Lh c ountl'y, which WOI;! d c a se him to lose 
ground. 

T Jdy' B str"'nr;th is tn the Eels t and upper mid - '.'icst . He i s very c" 1~ 
i.n t le South Ul'1.d Vest. TJc i.s str.oug :-tmong C ~1tho1ic& and u ni ou member s 
(710"/0 ()f union m.:::rnbe rs ar~ CatLolics and ' f; S 10ulci be noted ). .;0 there) 
i f, consideI'<lb '.} a e rlap. F:u":i:'ia boli•.,ves that t he rc l -g ion iSSl10 is still 
latently there ; tha I; it is lifiere It t i1.n 1960, b ,t is ,till very much a 
factor. 

Hards ~ aye Hat _,1uekie i s droPFing sOl"Hewh2.t . nti hiB ba ic s upp ort 
i s very s oft. hunphl'cy was cOlnin~ on stronr,. b l't F rl'h' pOl' s onal 
opil1ia 1 i " t h t "he l'evebtion of '"ho 1<:.(::on ~dy-J"olin3Qn papers wi 1 kill 
him atid that the n ~:t poll \ -iill l'oflcc t this . 

One v e ry SUl'l -'ts irrr; condu£ion i s thn.t K~n eay is not as strong w ith 
th. you ~ a s h:l.-l been cx:puct~d ~nd H:l ;4.!'is l rge that' e do not give 
up o. t he outh pa)."tlcl.lb rly if the '\ 'cll' nds vwD be ore the next .e tion. 

Han'in t el:s l::le thd the co~:d wmong 1 is DeL_ocratic f deuds iEI tha t 
' t',;,) now a 1.I.u::kie- Ke :1l1Lciy r~ce. but J .u.:kson i 3 gc ,· ting no ~raGEJ roote 
l:!.ppeal and that tl <! IVtcGOV>. l'TW and Bavht~ aro t:t f it. He 0.160 Sn.yB 

ai;. ',icGovez"n i s clea14 Jy a r::'cl1necly I If.l'ont ll (l \' \:: tlla!; tho It an; ue ~·tioll , 

Kc 'Oed)" a puopJe arG m · ,11C:!HVer i.n r b U1 £ .: tI e l".3C ,_. Harris fcela tUClt 
the libe ral l eft ' N'li . iv~~ l~(.nnccly illl (:.d!:,c over 111. ekle s particularly in 
v ("j v of the n atu!.'!;, of tlK dd~eate" to t h e con reniion . 

http:pa)."tlcl.lb
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I At the moment, in Harris' opinion, Mu skie is a more viable opponent 

than Kennedy. although B...arris feels that if the economic iSBue shows 

/ 
/ any upturn at all weill beat either one of them. He beHeves that if 

the economic u pturn does not take place, we wO,uld still be<lt Kennedy, 
for the reasons t hat the e gatives are sp strong that he simply cannot 
comm.and a nk'1Jority. 

As an aside, Harris believes that the economy ha.~ itl fact turned up 
but that the public today is m o re negative on tho economy than it has 
been in the last lD months. He points out t ha.t hi sto .rically, public 
confidence in the eCononlY lag s behind the actual reCOVel"y by 6 m onths. 
He said tha.I: this is precis ely what ha.ppancd in E ngMn d. The economy 
h ad :recovered and Wilson thne d the ele c tion for t he ecotlOrnic recovery. 
The) ,pUblic a ttit de s hadn't yet caught up with t he fac ts. 1.£ t he election 
had been 2 monthB later Harri s believes Wil son wOl..ll d have been 
re-el e cted (he may he just justifying his and Gallup's failure to call 
it right ). 

One fin al point, Harris o ffe rs the adv iBe that in a campaign agains t 
T eddy, w e should p r o ject a m oderate , calm Nixon a ll ins t the fhim.ing, 
hot~ ciavisive Ted y . T eddy should be made to peal' strident a nd 
immature, lacking in l ead ~ r 6hip q ualities . T hls i s whe re we must 
e xploit his vulnerability. b ut not sla s h a ck a t him. We m ll st ri se 
nbo e him. Han'is believawthat the doub ers will wing to us in l arge 
nut'i'lbel'$ ncar t he end of the c ampaign, that the doubtful vote ra rely 
goes in large numb..... rs to a c a.nrl idate who e ngencie l' G the k ind of 
str ong neg<- tives that Kennedy does . Asainst M u skic we would ha ve 
a very ciille l'ent 5lituation. -lis blan dne r; makes it d iffic ult to draw 
the k ind of contras t we could draw with ~.rennedy. 

I know you don't tru st Han"is ; nor do I. I do think h e is a bette r pollstel' 
than some of u s g ive him credit for, howev er, and I ani a.lso firmely 
convi.n c e d t hat h e wants despe r a tely to aB el his w ay in v;ritll u"" and 
that he h onestly , f01" what ever rnotive, want s to s e e us re-elected. 
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