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Transcript of a Recording of a Meeting between
President N xon, H R Haldeman and Charl es

Col son on March 30, 1972 from approxi mately
1:30 to 2:30 p.m in the Oval Ofice

...l don't know, maybe the, nmaybe the ITT
thing' || be behind us.

(Unintelligible) hell no. Al that -the main
thing is that you talked to Chuck, told Chuck
about your conversations with, uh...

| didn't.

Has Kl ei ndienst tal ked to Eastland today about
it?

| haven't heard. (Unintelligible) unknown.

You don't know what is, what Eastland has
said. You want doubl e-check, just be damm
sure that he's not m sleading us on this
(unintelligible) again.

Uh, at, at the (unintelligible)he my have
cal | ed.

One thing | want to do is to get--1 was
telling Bob this norning, | think I should
step back on it a bit. | think deeply, you
know, I mean as | should have been invol ved,
but, uh, without telling you what is involved
and | don't think you should know, uh, | have

it now set up that I can do what needs to be
done. You understand what | nean?

Yes sir.

Now, one thing you have to (cough) is that al
of us quite, uh, Bob has tal ked to

Kl ei ndi enst, has talking to him is talking
about, you understand, is that for the play to

work that | have in mnd -1 have ny del usi ons
about what | think will happen, but | could be
wong. W could all be wong. Unh, | don't

think so. But, (unintelligible) anyhow. But
for the play to work, we nust all appear for
the next two or three weeks to be naking as
much of an effort as possible to get

Kl ei ndi enst confi rned.
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Um hum

We nust appear to be doing that. |If we do not
appear to be doing that, we're going to have a
hell of a problemnot only in terns of not
solving the ITT case, because Kl ei ndi enst
getting out it, don't worry, Teddy will find
ot her ways to keep the goddam thing alive.

It'1Il help sonme, really. But the other point
is, the other problemis then we have the
worst of both worlds. In other words, the

Kl ei ndi enst probl em Chuck, cannot be sol ved.
|"ve done a lot of thinking about it since al
of us talked. You renenber, | was the one
that raised the point in this office and

said, "Why not bite the bullet now? Wy not
in conmmttee?” W all intend -and I think the
rest of you were right when you said, "No,

you' ve got to have a provocation?

Ri ght .

The reason you've got to have a provocation is
not incidentally, so much, in ny view that
the public will say that's an adm ssion of
guilt to withdraw his nane. They're gonna say
t hat anyway. But the reason is nuch nore
probl emati c: Kl eindi enst has got friends.

Um hum

You' ve got the Mtchell problem you' ve got

t he Eastl and probl em and you got the

Kl ei ndi enst problem You' ve got people around
the country that say "Wat the hell.” Now,
what ever anyt hi ng happens here Chuck, it's got
to be done in such a way that they are on
boar d.

Oh I, | totally agree with you.

See what | nmean? Kleindienst is gotta be on
boar d.

Terrific.

Mtchell's gotta be on board. And Eastland' s
gotta be on board for another reason -because
you' re never gonna get anybody el se confirnmed
unl ess he's on board.
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That's correct.

You may not be able to get himconfirned
anyway. That |, that I, uh, -and of course
then you're in, there again you're in
problens too. This is just too goddamed
bad, isn't it. Uh, supposed that

Kl ei ndi enst er, withdraws, is there any way
we can handl e this damed thing w t hout
sendi ng another name to (unintelligible). |
guess you've got to make an effort to get
anot her man, don't you think?

Um hum
Sur e.

Uh, you'd have no choice I, | think. [If, if
Kl ei ndi enst goes down, you..

And t hen have anot her nane up and, and well,
then, at least, then they'|l say the Senate
did confirmhimand then we could say that's
pure politics now.

Oh, 1'd love themto turn down the second
name if the guy was conpletely clean and out
of it...

VWll, nowit look like..
Who' d be cl ean?
Hunf

But who's conpletely cl ean?

No, but what | neant is, has nothing to do
with this case.

That's right.

That's the main thing.

Had nothing to do with,..
There's got to be sonebody.

...had nothing to do with the Justice
Depart ment period. And
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So, then if they turned that guy down, then
you' ve got a hell of a -then the issue turns
the other way. They won't be that, they
woul dn’t be that stupid.

Now, the gane that we have to play between now
and next -uh, I won't be tal king any nore
about it. You take your days off and forget
it. You forget about it.

W, we already...

VWhat | want you to do, what | want to do is
that I want you to concentrate (noise) you,
your efforts and your staff's efforts on the
three big issues. In other words, the one
issue is the cost-of-living thing.

Food pri ces.

The second -food prices is the cost-of-1Iiving.
The second issue is the issue of uh, we've
al ready di scussed uh..

Bussi ng.

...the Meany bussing. | nmean well, the Meany
is related to the food price and the other
stuff, but Meany | put as a separate issue.
Meany, bussing and then the other thing of
course is our greatest strength, we're not

pl ayi ng adequately and that is "N xon, the man
of peace.'’

Um hum

That just has enornmous punch. Now, those four
i ssues are what we ought to be playing. Now,
let'"s illustrate it runs (unintelligible) if
an (unintelligible) As long as | am devoting
my thought, and you are devoting your thought,
and -MacGegor's a different kettle of fish,
MacGregor's sole job is to get this goddam

t hi ng through. Uh, you know, | nean, and he's
gotta, he's gotta to appear to be trying. But,
I think up to this point, the role that we
have all played has been right. It would have
been very much in our interests to discredit

t he whol e thing.

Um
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And incidentally, | don't want, | don't

t hi nk you shoul d be di scouraged about what
you acconplished. You know when you were
saying that we should have cut it off two
weeks ago. Not so sure. As a matter of
fact, the devel opnents of the | ast two weeks
-sure you've got the (unintelligible) of the
$600, 000 and the Wite House thing and the

rest, but also you got Dita Beard' s uh, you
know, testinony. Uh, you' ve got, uh,

denials. You got the typewiter thing. Unh,
you're not, there --in other words, | think

the cloud of confusion has to a certain
extent been rai sed about this case.

Yeabh. | think the, the

| don't think we've been hurt the |last two
weeks.

We haven't been hurt this week really. Uh,
| don't know about |ast week. This week we
have not been hurt. Interestingly, as a
matter of fact, | think the nedia the | ast
t hree days has been | ess
anti-Adm ni stration.

s that right?

Clearly.

Vell, | sense that too but (unintelligible)
Well 1've watched it. It's beginning to

change. Walters in the Star has been just
venonous. Yesterday's piece was quite
bal anced. This norning's piece in the Tines

was a very bal anced piece and went into the
authenticity of the meno in depth and how
Crone and Titel had found this and

It did?
Yes sir.
What did you put out on that yesterday?

Well they, they delivered the report of the,
uh, MCrone...

(Unintel ligible)
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...and Titel to the Commttee. The report
got progressively stronger as the week went
on. And as of yesterday, both MCrone and
Titel's report said it was typed in January.

They di d?
Yes sir. And the, the, uh,
That's good.

The Tinmes this norning, Gaham who' s been
host'lle, his piece wwas relatively

bal anced and didn't nention any conflict of
the FBI, but anybody reading it would have
sonme doubts about the neno. The TV has
changed. Hruska |ast night got...

...(unintelligible)

...nmore tinme than Tunney, and he was nore
effective, and they used the best portion of
what Hruska said. That's the first tine
that's happened. The night before,..

G eat. G eat.

... Tuesday night, we got Scott on one of the
three networks and no anti-ITT stuff on -or
anti-Adm nistration stuff...

Hnm

...on any of the other networks. Monday
ni ght, we began to get a break when one of
the networks took Scott and Hruska's press
conference and --that was ABC

Yeah, ABC. | renenber you told ne.

So, there has been an evolution, M.
President, that, that |ast week they were
just dunping on us, just everything was
hostile. W're beginning to get alittle
bit of...

Well, when | spoke the last to you, right
after the night you began to get the Dita
Beard typewiter stuff out...

Yeah. About Friday.
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(Unintelligible) |ast few weeks.
That's right. That's right.

| thought maybe this maybe was a | eak.
No, but. ..

But, neverthel ess, nevertheless, it was worth
it. It's been worth it. | now think, | now
think we're in a position where there isn't a
hell of a lot nore that we can really do.
When | say that, that there isn't a hell of a
| ot nore we can do, as | | ook at the gane,
first on Kleindienst, firour effort should be
all out totry to get an up or down vote on a
total close-off of the hearings next Thursday
Wi th no conpromise. | understand there's

di vision here. Uh, uh, uh, apparently, uh
Clark doesn't think you can get that, uh, get
a majority there or doesn't, is that right, he
doesn't think so, you don't think so.

Skepti cal about it.
Skepti cal about...

Skepti cal about Eastland' s position, skeptica
about how firm our Republicans want to be.

Right. Well, it will be Cark's business to
get those Republicans as far as he can. Eh,
and it will be, it will be Kleindienst's

responsibility and when Mtchell gets back I'm
gonna put himon it 'cause Mtchell's ass is
involved in this now too, you see, as he's

wel | aware and uh, -on Eastland, | nean.

Um hum

They' ve got to get Eastland first to the
extent now that they -Eastland owes a | ot.

Um hum
He owes them one hell of a |ot.
Um hum

Now i f he doesn't get Eastland uh, you're
gonna |l ose him aren't ya?
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Yes sir.

You don't think you can do that you m ght
lose himon it or he mght conprom se with
you know, w th Kennedy.

| think

That's the worst of both worlds if you send
Kl ei ndi enst to the floor and then Kennedy
continues to run with an investigation
subcomm tt ee.

O you keep Kleindienst in while they
continue the investigation. Unless they
could get an agreenent to limt it to four
or five people and get it over with within a
week.

Oh shit. Don't do that. Don't do that.
Vell. ..
(Unintelligible) to work.

Vel |l except that, well except that they did
it in Rehnquist's case and that, that's one
or the other options | was comng to
(unintelligible) just before we cane in

her e.

VWhat's that?

Vell, if that would head off any other
subconmi ttee investigation that would
continue the I TT case regardl ess..

Who do you want, Leach on it?

No, God no. Heh. 1've never wanted Leach.
But uh, if you could limt it to three or
four or five people.

You'd be for that?

Vell, only if you had an absol ute conm t nent
that they would not continue it in a

subconm ttee investigation. Then I'd let’ em
go anot her week.

You woul d?
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Well, if, if the other option was to turn it
off cold here and start it up in one of
Kennedy' s subconmi ttees, yes. Because he
coul d. ..

Wel | Kennedy's subcomm ttees though, doesn't
have -doesn't a subcomm ttee operate under
t he approval of the whole committee?

Yes sir. And that's where Eastland i s
critically inportant.

That's right. Well he's -it's got to be
cold turkey. And so that is one of the
reasons why everybody's got to do a battle.

Yeah.

That's -the only thing that | need to
support here is that we've got to call in
the chips on Eastland. Now, | have a little
gane that you can go play with himtoo. |
can tell you or Clark about him but it's
got to be done.

Un hum Well, the best of all worlds would
be close off the hearing and..
Peri od.

...not spurn any others on next Thursday.
That . ..

Not what. ..

Not, not create...
Not have anot her.
...any new ones.

Oh no. | don't propose that they ought to
have another one. 1'd just as soon have it
go on full commttee. Really.

Yeah. That's what |'m saying.
Yeah.
I f you could then and get a clear..
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No, otherw se you got Kennedy as the
Chai rman, Jesus Christ, the Chairman of the
subconm ttee. He'd kill ya.

That's right.

| know. Al right. Now.

Bob and | have. ..

You will determ ne that when?

Thur sday.

You'l | know Thursday, won't ya?

Yeah.

Well, we don't need to specul ate about it.

| nmean it's nothing -W don't need to worry
about it.

Yeah.
| don't think that sitting around and
worrying and speculatin' about it will do us

a damed bit of good. W've all been
beatin' our brains about this and with good
reason. | know uh, uh, uh, -1 mean, I, |
think that you said we cane very close on
several occasions, if we could conpletely
destroy the authenticity of that meno and if
t he goddammed Bureau had not gotten that
crazy note of theirs in there, then we would
have shaken Kennedy to his eyeteeth and

di scouraged themin future stuff. But at
the present time, Chuck, you just gotta
figure that they're gonna be investigating
us in all things. | nean...

Well, you know...

...this business about Flanigan and al
t his.

That's it. W clean this one away, there's
gonna be new one floating in,

What is, what has happened incidentally on
the initiative, if anything, to have

Fl ani gan give a private call on, uh, on
Ervin do you know what it nean.
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MacGregor is talking to Ervin...

He is?

...on that, which Kleindienst agrees is the
way to do it.

Al right. Good. Gotta find out. | don't
think it'Il help, but let's start out.

He's probably done the (unintelligible)

But anyway, wouldn't you say you're
(unintelligible)

I was gonna say, Bob and | have a agreenent
between us, that, uh, we will not discuss it
with you because we don't want to take your
time and if you...

It isn't ny tine. | think that, | think

t hough, | don't want you two to di scuss anong
your sel ves so nuch

Ri ght.

| really think this, this point, at this point
we've got a lot of other eggs to crack. And ny
point is, | just, | just think it's terrible
(unintelligible) about sonethin'. You, know
here we alone. W all know this is inportant.
We know it's inmportant to wint is battle.

But when we're fighting this battle, we can't
fight other battles.

That's. ..

And that's what |'m concerned about, and |'d
like to have you with all your bright guys and
the rest.

RESTRI CTED- “ D’

Yes.

What do you -or do you disagree? What the

hell, what the hell nore can you do by, you
know, by, by, by concentrating on this dam
(stuttering)other than, other than that, al
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out attenpt on Eastland, an all out attenpt

on the part of MacGegor and his crewto hold
the Senators in line. Then at the end of the
week, they knock that off. Then, he goes to
the Senate floor, let's suppose that it does,

t hen you have the inevitable delay. And there
will conme a tine then, when we will have to
make a decision as to how long it can play.

Um hum

Now, that I won't tell you about, but we know
what we're gonna do. But nmy point is, you' ve
got to nmake, you, you've got to be sure that
the case is made, in the public mnd and in
the mnds of the nmen that are so deeply
involved in this, that we have nmade an
effort. ..

Ri ght.

And that we didn't pull the rug out. That's
t he point.

Nobody, nobody up until this point could argue
that we haven't nmade a superhuman effort.

| agree.
And that. ..
| agree...

(President and Col son tal king at once)

Pr esi dent :

Col son:
Pr esi dent :

VWhat | think, what | think is involved is not
up to this point.

Ri ght.

VWhat |'msaying is, at this point, their
judgnment, and |I' m speaki ng now of Mtchell's
and Kl eindienst's judgnent, as to what wll
happen regardi ng confirmation, and in ny view
is probably wong. On the other hand, you
cannot say "Look, you' re wong, and get the

hell out.” That we cannot say. \What we can
do, is to denonstrate they're wong. It won't
take too long, but it'll cone. And once

that's denonstrated, (noise) then everybody's
t oget her.

12
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Umm

You see ny point here?

Yeah, | do.

It's (unintelligible). I, | have no doubts.
| amnot, | amunder no illusions about
what's being done in this case. | have none
at all. | uh, uh, I, uh, I know what the

Denocrats are gonna do. Uh, uh, and | think
t he peopl e who think Kleindi enst can be
confirmed are probably wong. |'mnot sure,
| mean | can't be sure. Uh, but | think
they're probably, uh, probably wong. |
think the probabilities are very, very high
Uh, but | do know that -you see that isn't
my probl em

Um hmm

What we' ve got to b-do, we've got to
convince themthat they're wong, by show ng
that -l1ike, Iike for exanple, Kleindienst
sits and tell us that, that old Eastland's
gonna be with "em Even this, uh, who the
hel | he thought was gonna be confirned,

Byr d?

Byr d.

Byrd. He says
Byr d.

Christ, | don't think he'll ever have Byrd.
Byr d.

Huh?

Byrd. He thinks that, he thinks that...
Well, Byrd. He, he'll get Byrd.

He thinks they're all with himexcept
that...

Yeah.

He thinks, he thinks, Hart is doubtful.
Kennedy and, and, uh..

Yeah.

ve got Byrd.”
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... Tunney are agai nst him
But he thinks he'll win ‘“emall.

Bayh woul d be against himif he were there,
but he's gone.

Now, coming to th-th-th-, | -b-but on the

ot her hand you see, the fact we face, Chuck,
is not whether he's right or wong, but that
he thinks that.

Um hum

Now what we have to do is to give himthat one
chance. In other words, when a guy

| agree.

...is nomnated for Attorney General, he's got
to have a chance to have his run at it.

| agree.
And if he can't nmeke it..
No, | don't...

...we're prepared. Then we -on the other

hand, our whole attitude around here now -|I
want you to get down through your staff.
You're to tell this to MacGegor. He's got to
get it through his head. The whole attitude
is what | said in the press conference:

“Kl ei ndi enst, | had confidence in himwhen
appointed him that, uh, that he can be and
shoul d be confirmed”. That needs to be the

position. Now if we may change our mnd at a
certain time. And, uh, it's, it's a mwe know
what the probabilities are. Al of us, each
in his owmn way, has a different view on that
as to when, how, and so forth, as to wh--as to
whet her he can or -you know what | nean, |,

am perhaps, |'mnore realistic about, any of
the rest of you because |, perhaps woul d have
done it much sooner. But the point is, having
conme this far, now we're in a position where
we cannot roll/ruin(?) himand then have
Mtchell, Kleindienst, Eastland, and a
considerate body of their friends say, "Wll,
we really could have nmade it.”
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Ch, | agree. |, | understand that
conpletely and believe really, M.

President, that there isn't anything that we
can do between now and next Thursday. W' ve
got to run it out.

You know it.
It just isn't any...

Well, the only thing you can do woul d be,
for Christ's sake, to (unintelligible)

(noi se) this nmenorandum and affidavit in
whi ch you say, Bob, obviously you turned in
sonet hing el se this norning.

On Jesus.

There nust be oh--

The big, the biggest difficulty

...to keep anything else fromcom ng up

...the biggest difficulty here
(unintelligible)...

There is a |lot of stuff around here.

...the biggest difficulty is that | have not
been able. ..

| TT is a bad conpany, | suppose.

...l have not been able to tell Kl eindienst
or Mtchell what. ..

What you know.

...the pitfulls are and I, what | know
because either one of them could be called
back as a w t ness. | coul d..

| know,

...Mmerely say to you that, that 1've | ooked
at every shred of paper and..

You've seen it all?
|'ve seen it all.
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And it isn't good.

It scares the living daylights out of ne.
That's right. WelIl, that's the point...
Sorry that's it.

Well, that's what did -am am aml, am/|
wrong though -isn't that what shook M tchel
yest er day?

There was one, one...
Yeah, but Christ...
...flavor of that.
Yeah, but one test --

He was only a little piqued which was what
(unintelligible) was gonna say.

M tchell does not know of menpbs that were
sent to him because |'ve refused to tel

him | (unintelligible) on to them | don't
t hi nk he knows.

Menos that were sent to himfrom whon?
Fromthe White fromJohn Ehrlichman. Uh...
Ehrlichman wote nmenos to Mtchell ?

Yeah.

Yes sir.

What, on this case, specific case?

Yes sir, at the nost damaging tines. | mean
t he nenos, eh, eh...

They have nothing to do with the Sheraton
Hotel (unintelligible).

Oh, | understand... (President and Hal deman
tal king at once)

...antitrust policy.
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Col son:

Hal deman:

Col son:
Hal deman:

Pr esi dent :

Hal deman:
Col son:

Hal deman:

Col son:

That's right.

Well, Ehrlichman was the chairman of that or
the, uh, well Flanigan was | think.

The nost dangerous, the nobst dangerous one
we don't know how many copi es were nmade of
which is, which is our problem And we have
all of our copies (noise) in a safe, uh, but
we don't know what happened to it in the
Justice Departnent and we can't find all the
copies at Justice. And that's a May 5, 1971
menmo from Ehrlichman to the Attorney Genera
in which he tal ks about the sessions between
you and the Attorney General on this case
and on. ..

That's right.

...these quite agreed upon ends in the
resolution of the ITT litigation. Well that
meno, if that canme out in that Conmttee
woul d, woul d be pretty tough right now, uh
because that would lay it right into here.
And we think we're got control of it, but

t he point Bob makes this nmorning -and |'ve
di scussed sone these nenos -is very valid
that with or without these hearings if these
goddammed thi ngs | eak out now they' re gonna
be just as big an expl osion.

Well, if soneone’s got a copy of that neno,
it's gonna be used.

Whet her there's hearings or not.

Whet her there's hearings or not, whether
Kl ei ndi enst stays here or goes

Yeah.
...off to the the npon.

|'"d say. But | would argue that getting the
heari ngs- -

| would argue, that if somebody had copies
of those, we'd know it by now.

| "' m not sure. Uh, ..
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Col son:

Pr esi dent:
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Pr esi dent:

Col son:

Pr esi dent :

Hal deman:

Pr esi dent:

Col son:

| don't think they would have waited this
| ong, but they m ght.

Depends. | woul d. ..

They woul d have been willing to run...

Well, if sonmebody has copies you nean and
sonmebody in | T and --, not ITT, but sonebody
at Justice you nean.

Yeah.

In Mtchell's office, huh?

Wel |, somrewhere in the --well hell no, those
menos, his, his testinony just goes out the
window. |f he, if those nenpbs are floating
around. So I-I -that, that's ny, that's been
nmy bi ggest concern in the whol e goddamed. . .

But the Ehrlichman, on the other hand, the
Ehrlichman, uh, the, the Ehrlichman, uh, talks
with nme and, uh, and with Mtchell, that when
| talked to Kleindienst on the matter,
involved, as | recall, Ehrlichman and Fl ani gan
apparently had tal ked about this matter.

Fl anigan -eh, isn't that the situation?

Um hum
| think that's..
And the whol e problem of antitrust.

But Fl anigan , Fl anigan was well
(unintelligible). He began a neeting in here
with Connally, Flanigan all the rest.

FI ani gan was supposed to (unintelligible).

Fl ani gan got heat fromfirst, didn't he?

Fl ani gan passes it to Ehrlichman. Ehrlichman
finally came in and he said, he says, "You got
to do sonething about Justice. |'m having
problenms with Justice on this thing.” And |
said, "Fine, let's get the goddammed t hing
settled.” He didn't discuss the case, | nean
didn't discuss (unintelligible) or anything of
that sort. And that's, that's all there was
toit.

No, | agree.
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Col son:
Pr esi dent:
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Pr esi dent :

Col son:
Pr esi dent :

Col son:

Only the way Ehrlichman wites the
menor andum was that; it says that, he says
that the ends...

Wl l, he remarks. ..

...and he needed to be we, did ren nded of
the ends. W just -1 don't think Mtchel
knew what the Christ the end was.

or Ehrlichman did.

What ?

Basi cal | y.

Wel |, Ehrlichman had known.

Yeah, we, we all knew the details of this.
mean, I-1 say "we all,"” but several people
under st ood t he probl em

Did either of -did you know?
Yes sir.

Well how the hell did you know it? Were was
it discussed?

| had net with Ehrlichman on this in August
of 1970 when the issue first cane up

| know, but, but who and where at the Wite
House was this matter discussed. 1'd |ike
to know nyself, 'cause all | know is that
Ehrlichman canme in the office one day and he
says, "I got problens with Justice.” |

said, "Wiat is the problen?” He says, "It's
about these dammed antitrust things.

They're not follow ng, MLaren is not
followng the things that you | ay down and
(unintelligible).”

That's right. That's exactly right.

Do, do you know what, thththat was the tine,
wasn't that when this all cane about? And
Ehrlichman asked nme to call Kleindienst. |
didit.

There were two tines that it came up. One,
was, . . .
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Hal deman:

Pr esi dent :

Col son:
Pr esi dent :

| called himonly once.

One was in was in the fall of '71, one was
in the spring of '71.

Yeah.

Uh, but the reason that it kept comng up in
the (unintelligible)

Wiy did it conme up though? Wiy did
Ehrlichman bring it in to ne?

Oh hell, the reason it kept comng is
because every tine that |T&T went anywhere,

t hey woul d, they saw t he Vice-President,
Connal |y, Peterson..

Yeah.

...and those fellows would feed back to
Ar hi chman.

What |'mgetting at this this. Wat |'m

getting at is this: then what happened is
that Ehrlichman was sinply reflecting what
peopl e t hroughout the Adm nistration were
telling him so he cane in to ne.

Yeabh. But . ..

You had a phil osophical difference. You had
an antitrust chief who was obsessed with
destroying. ..

Bi gness.

...conglonmerates for their qualities, for
reasons of bigness. (noises)

Bi gness.

And our -the policy was that bigness per se
was not the reason for des--, for-

And that was exactly the conversation | had
wi th Ehrlichman and consequently,
Kl ei ndi enst.

That's all.
| said, you...
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Pr esi dent:
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Pr esi dent :
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Pr esi dent :

Hal deman:
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Pr esi dent :

Col son:

Pr esi dent:

Col son:

Pr esi dent:

Hal deman:

Pr esi dent :

Col son:

Pr esi dent :

Col son:
Hal deman:

Pr esi dent :

Hal deman:

Col son:

(Unintelligible)...

W didn't get into, we didn't get into
anything -we just said now that, we under--
we made a phil osophical determ nation..

That's right.

...about this thing. And what the hell is
happening, is Justice carrying it out? It
was really, they were not. Ehrlichman was
supposed to be disciplining Justice, as |
recal | .

That's right.

Wasn't he? Wasn't that's when you brought
himin?

That's right.
Um hum
O did he -1 don't know.

No, that's right. That's exactly right. The
only--

! don't ever renenber Flani gan di scussing
It.

No.

Wth ne.

| don't think he did.

| don't think he ever did.

No he-

It was John's (unintelligible).
John is, John ran this.

It was John's problemw th MLaren.
John was working with MLaren?

Well, he was working with Justi ce.
Kl ei ndi enst, and MLaren.

He was working with Kl eindienst, MlLaren and
M tchell.
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Col son:

Pr esi dent :
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Col son:

Hal deman:
Col son:

Pr esi dent:

Col son:

Hal deman:
Col son:

Hal deman:
Col son:
Hal deman:
Col son:

And Mtchell.

But, but your involvenment, M. President, on
the merits dealt with, dealt with

(Unintel ligible)
There's no problem
There's no problem

But on the appearance, it's a hell of a
probl em because of what they testified to.

Yeah, they, th-th-...
They testified that I was not involved?

That's right. And you weren't in the case,
but that’s a fine line that's gonna be very
difficult to, to--..

Wll, the nenp, the, the, the docunentation
doesn't distinguish the policies fromthe
case.

That's right.
That's the problem
Yeah.

The substance of the discussions here were
policy. They, they're proper and they're
appropriate, that they take place here. But
in the transmttal...

That's right.

... nobody on the surface woul d distinguish
the policy fromthe case.

And there was no need to..
And. . .

...in the transmttal

And this-
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Pr esi dent :

Col son:
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Pr esi dent :
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Pr esi dent :

Col son:

Pr esi dent :

Col son:

It only now we wi sh you had, but then there
was no point init.

No, it was a perfectly appropriate thing.
Nobody was even -in fact sone of the nmenos
weren't even classified because we didn't...

That ti nme.

W, we weren't enbarrassed to be concerned
with problem W ought have.

well, is it your point that you, that you
feel this, uh, nmenorandumis so
(unintelligible) that we ought to get it out
our sel ves?

Gh no, no. Jesus, no. | think no. No,
...

We don't know that it's out. If we knew it
was out, | would, | would, | would agree we
shoul d get it out oursel ves.

Yeah.

But, if it doesn't have to go out, it's a
hell of a lot better for it not to.

Yeah, much better. | mean, that's a, that's
a, that's a gane for what has to be run out.
| think. But...

In this case you can argue a basic
strategy. ..

Do you think Ehrlichman sent a copy of this
to I TT? That's what worries ne.

Oh, no. Jesus no.

Goi ng back to the begi nni ng-

Are you sure?

Yes sir. |'ve |ooked--

Did he send a copy to Flanigan?

Yeah. Sent one.

Fl ani gan m ght have sent a copy to ITT.
| --
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Col son:

Hal deman:
Col son:

Hal deman:
Col son:

Pr esi dent :

Now, be goddammed sure of that.
| don't think he would.

We, we've dug around.
(Unintelligible)at sanme tine.

He's done a hell of a job on
(unintelligible). See, that's what -renenber
| told you way back at the beginning..

Yeah

...and | kept saying they're trying to get
t he papers in one pl ace.

That's right. That's right.

| was, |, | wanted to be very careful to see
every piece of paper. Now. ..

He had one guy assi gned..
(Both tal k at once)

Absol utely right. Absolutely right.
...every piece of paper into one place.

And it didn't, it took us a week to get it
al |l together.

(Unintel ligible)

And as it cane in, it was, it was, uh, a
[ittl e unnerving.

| could see progressively.

| cane in here one night at, at two in the
nmor ni ng and had them open Central Files and
went down and physically took files out
because all of these things were in our
Central File. That nmeno that |'mtalking
about was, was in the basement of the EOB in
the Central Files Operation. W had 'em
open it in the mddle of one night, uh,..

VWhat the nenorandum Ehrlichman to, uh,...
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Pr esi dent :

Col son:
Hal deman:

Pr esi dent :

Hal deman:
Col son:

Hal deman:

Pr esi dent :

...the file cabinet.
...in which he said what?

| don't have the whole text of it. 'The
excerpt of it, the pertinent excerpt is
that, uh, -Ehrlichman to Mtchell.

Well, | can renenber the conversation very
well. | didn't know held witten that, that
he'd witten a nmenorandum

well. ..

Does, does John always wite nenoranda to
people for (unintelligible). He shouldn't.

No, there were four
But this, but this was...
He shoul d use the goddamed phone.

No, but this wasn't the kind of thing that
needed to be used on the phone really.
There's nothing wong with all of this
except

(Unintelligible).
...1n the context of what has been said.
(Unintel ligible) nmenoranda, nenoranda.

vell, this-

Yeah.

That's why we use the phone, Bob.
Yeah.

The difficulty with this one is Giswold
testified that he didn't bring the case
because he was being pressured not to and
-for good reasons. W, we objected to the

policy.
The policy rea-, the policy reasons of |T&T

Wiy is Giswld playin' such a good gane in
here?
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Pr esi dent :

Col son:

Pr esi dent :

Col son:

26
Well, he's got his own professional
reputation involved as does MlLaren.
Yeah.
But, uh,

But McLaren and Giswild are quite aware
t hen what appears in that and certainly...

McLaren is.

... their subordinates.

McLaren is. Giswld may not be.
Al right. Go ahead.

Uh, ...

So what do you get down to here?

Al | get dowmn here, M. President, is that,
eh, there's nothing you can do about this.
W' ve done, we've done everything we can.
We think we've got it under control. The
only files we do not have under control are
the ITT files which are in th- S-- which
have been subpoenaed and delivered to the
SEC. Those at sone point, | think we have
to antici pate are gonna cone out. They're
damagi ng. They're not as damagi ng as our
own internal files.

Have you seen ‘enf?
|'ve read themall. Yes sir.

What do they say? You don't have anything
fromEhrlichman clinbing into them do you
| hope?

No. Al you have...
Thank God.

...are files that, uh, are letters that were
written and nenoranda prepared -either
letters witten to people in the

Adm ni stration or nenoranda prepared after
nmeetings with people in the Adm nistration.
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Col son:
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Pr esi dent :

Col son:

Hal deman:

Pr esi dent :

Col son:

Pr esi dent :

Al right. Al right.

And they contradict testinony that we've
given so far and they're very sel f-serving,
| mean they're very..

Ri ght.
They puff it up. They thank Connally for
delaying the filing of the, of the, uh, a

petition to the Suprenme Court. Now, that's,
that's...

Real | y?

Yeah.

Jesus Chri st.

Thank Agnew for it. Uh,

Isn't that -it's typical though
Sur e.

See, Teddy knows that the SEC has those
files.

He's asked for them
And is after them
What does the SEC say?

Vell, Bill Casey says he's got it under
control. Ah, yesterday in the Commttee..

d ad we got Casey there.
He's tough?

No, he's good. Yesterday in the Conmttee
they tal ked about subpoenai ng the sane
records directly fromI|T&T which they could
do and probably could get. So, I, |, that
to me is one of the areas that | stil

expect a shoe to drop, but that isn't, |
mean that isn't a big issue.

Well, the point is though, that, uh, that,
uh, getting this fellow out of the line of
fireisn't going to stop things.
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Col son:
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Col son:

Wwell, it's, eh, in ny opinion, the whole --

That's the only thing that |I'mthinking
about. You know that's why at a nmonent if
you could surgically cut if off. W just
take the heat of saying, "Well, we were
wrong. "

But. ..

...that | appointed the wong nan.

| don't think you can.

You don't think so.

|"ve got, uh, | -the answer that I--

That's the answer: We can do it, we can do
it, you know what the hell..

No.

...just call up there and say that, that
-"Dick, I"'msorry. There's too much in
t here.”

No. The only reason | even...
The Executive prestige won't suffer.

The only reason | even nention this, M.
President, is that...

Except that they will replace the salary.
No but they m ght have the other way. Wen?

The only reason | nention it is, that

neither Mtchell nor Kl eindienst know what
isinthe files and | have deliberately kept
it fromthem

Sur e.

Because if they have to testify, it's best
that they don't know. | told Mtchel
certain things not to say, uh, when he
testified based on nmy know edge of these
files, but | didn't tell himwhy.
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Col son:

Pr esi dent :

Hal deman:

Pr esi dent :

Mtchell and Kl eindi enst know that there are
things in the files that they don't know
what they are.

That is correct.
That's right.

They know that. And | told, I warned John,
that I, | said, "I'mtelling you not to say
certain things because | know why you
shouldn't say’em” He said, "lI've got ya.”
He did say one thing he shouldn't have said,
but --

VWhat was that? That he hadn't tal ked to, uh,
uh, Rei necke?

No, uh, he said that in his nmeeting with
CGeneen initially, he didn't talk to anyone
el se afterwards, which he did.

Who did he talk to?

McLar en.

Wi ch he shoul d have.

Wi ch he shoul d have.

Yeah. Just passed it on.
Damm ri ght.

Not hing that is bein' done.
(Tal k at once)

...Was w ong.
Not hing. Nothing, that's the whol e thing.

He did nothing. It's just that he had to
testify to the contrary.

That ' s-

| f everybody had just gone in and told the
truth. But maybe they didn't know what the
truth was.
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| think that's part of it. (Al talk at
once)

And | renmenber, well of course if | hadn't
(unintelligible), but I remenber very
graphically the whole thing ‘cause | didn't
get into these things, but, uh, Ehrlichman
one day cane in here.

Saw t hat - -

Got apparently to the -you know he never
brings things up unless he has to.

OCh anot her thing...

It's like his men with the staff. | nean,
but he didn't nention you, he said Fl ani gan.
| thought, | think that's who he said he had
met with. Frankly, that's why |I've been
worried about the Flanigan part in this. |
don't nmean that he, that Flanigan shouldn't
have done it.

VWell, the files show, so--

But, what the hell was, what the hel 4was
Fl ani gan main contact with I T&T for the
Wi t e House?

No.
No.
No.
Then why woul d Ehrlichman cone and say that.

Because Fl ani gan was assigned to ride herd
on sone of this -and he was gettin' it from
other -it wasn't just |T&T.

| see.
Oh, no. Hell, there were a whol e..

Tal ki ng about when Ehrlichman cane in on
this occasion to talk about ITT and
antitrust generally.
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Pr esi dent :
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That's right.
And he says, "You've got to get MlLaren in

line,” which was a pet subject of mne,
because | said "Fire the son-of-a-bitch.”
That's right.

Um hum

And | called and | said, "Either he gets in
line or you fire him” That's all nention
about the general policy. | didn't give
damm about | T&T, didn't even know what the
case W -

No.
(Unintelligible).
| was with you...

And | don't know whet her Ehrlichman, uh, uh,
reflects that in his file or not. H h- h-
he may have overstepped where he says that
we di scussed the end and result or what's he
tal ki ng about ?

That phrase, the precise phrase is "the, uh
agreed upon ends in the ITT case.'

The what ?
"The agreed upon ends in the ITT case.”

Jesus Christ. \What the hell's he tal king
about ?

Vell, he's tal king about the policy issue,
but. ..

(Unintelligible) agreed upon is general.

Yeah, that's right. [It's perfectly, it’'s
it's fine except that we, we want to keep
the thing out of view

Except that we did not have any agreed upon
ends in any -he did not discuss the |IT&T
case with ne. He didn't say what it was...

No.
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Pr esi dent :
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...at all.
No.
Not one word.

| was with himone day, M. President, when
we tal ked to you about this..

Yeah.

...and it was strictly the policy question.
Yeah.

And that's all.

Vell, he didn't say what it was about any
kind of --but we're gonna want lemto peel
this off, or do that.

No.

O have (unintelligible). The question was
whet her bigness in itself should be a cause
for an antitrust action and ny answer was
no. That was all we ever discussed. So
what's he nmean by the agreed upon ends? |
wonder -it doesn't seemlike --John's
usual ly quite precise.

well. ..
Maybe he had sone agreed upon ends.
He isn't saying--.

Did the Wiite House tail, try to tel
Justice how to settle this case?

Vll, you would...
That they should not have done.

...you would gather that fromIT&T s
correspondence, but not from-well you --

| see.
| think they did to a degree.
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Pr esi dent :

Hal deman:
Col son:

Yeah, | think so too.

You nean we deci ded what the hell they
shoul d peel off and not...

(Unintel ligible)

No. No. No. 1In effect we -the only thing
t he White House..

W told themto dr-, to settle rather than
to carry the thing through and to settle on
the basis of dropping -see another factor
canme into this which was the question -
general econom c interest.

OCh, hell big one, big one.

And the harmthat would be done to the
econony if, if, if the (unintelligible)--

Ri ght .
(Unintelligible)...
Um hum

...this deal.

Oh that's right. They were afraid of, uh
what, uh, uh, a bit -of the effect on the
stock market, all that crap, wasn't that it?
Li ke Penn Central .

You gotta renenber this was, this was | ast
sumrer when, when people were really worried
about . . .

Yeah.

...doing anything that woul d rock the boat
on the econony and that's why Peterson was
so (unintelligible). But it -the, the -no,
the only thing the Wite House..

Bob says perfectly alright.
VWhat they were..
O course.
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Hal deman:

Pr esi dent:

Col son:

Hal deman:
Col son:
Hal deman:
Col son:
Hal deman:
Col son:
Hal deman:
Col son:

Pr esi dent :

Col son:

Pr esi dent:

Col son:

Hal deman:

...doing exactly what they should have been
doi ng.

Except that sonme of them have testified to
the contrary.

Well, you got a little bit of that but, you,
just got...

That's. ..
...it"s just that the dam..
Even there it isn't, isn't
No.

.uh. ..

.isn’t fatal.
It's, it's, uh--
It's just that--

| don't that, | don't think, Chuck, that's
going to be, uh, be uh, too bad, uh, and,
if, it conmes out, it's out. Then you just
have to say that, uh, uh, then Ehrlichman's
gonna say what Peter--that he, he was only
reflecting what, uh, what had occurred in a
Cabinet neeting with regard to the, with
regard to the policy, | nmean, th- the

Comm ttee on Economic Policy. Wy | think
that's what it was, the Cabinet Conmttee on
Econom c Policy. ..

M ght well have been, yeah.

...wWith regard to the -well that's what he
says.

Vell, it -in addition to which it's a very
appropriate area to be concerned with. You
know it -the, the previous Adm nistration,
Johnson had made the decision that, that you
needed | egislation to stop the congl onerate
novenent. MlLaren cane...

(Unintelligible) protection.
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Col son:

Pr esi dent :

Col son:
Hal deman:

Pr esi dent :

Hal deman:

Col son:
Hal deman:
Col son:

Pr esi dent :

Col son:

Pr esi dent:

Col son:

Pr esi dent :

Col son:

Pr esi dent :

Hal deman:

Pr esi dent :

Col son:

...down and sold Ehrlichman in April of 1969
on the idea that you could do it in Court
and Ehrlichman said fine. Then you got two
years down the road and the thing began to
beconme a huge issue and that case
represented our policy and it was absolutely
appropriate that, that we say that we wanted
t hem ..

That's right.
...to settle it.

Well, MLaren was hell bent for going to
Court to establish a --

He is a great trust-buster.

Well, no to establish a | egal base on which
he was gonna then nove on all the other
stuff.

That's right. That's right.
And we, we didn't want himto.
| - -

Well | see this, but this, but what -this
gets back to whol e Kl ei ndi enst
(unintelligible) doesn't affect the gane
plan at all, does it?

No, it doesn't affect the gane plan..
No.

...1n the slightest except -and the only
reason | even raise the point is -- that
they' re not perhaps as sensitive to what

What coul d happen if | continue in this.
Yeah.

Well they want -- what -- | don't -- | think
in fairness to...

There's no-

... Kleindienst you better say this. Eh,
Kl ei ndi enst and Mtchell..

Oh, Kl ei ndi enst - -
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Pr esi dent :

Col son:

Pr esi dent :

Hal deman:

Pr esi dent :

Col son:

Pr esi dent :

Hal deman:

Pr esi dent :

Hal deman:

Pr esi dent :

Col son:

Pr esi dent:

Col son:

Pr esi dent:

Col son:

Pr esi dent :

...nhow want to knock this damm thing off
Thur sday.

Yeah.

Ah- -

There's no question, | don't know about
Mtchell, but there's no question in

Kleindienst's mnd, but that it's stuck
directly to him that this has to be knocked
off clean with no conprom se on Thursday.

That's right.

Well as long as -that's, that's the only
reason | ever nention that to -there isn't
anyt hing el se we can do ot her than--

Oh God, there's no question to that. Isn't
that what | told hinP

And | reiterated it today and that was
absolutely clear in his mnd...

Sur e.
...and it was confirnmed as the..

Thursday is it and that nmeans knock it off
period. And don't even think you ought to

have four nore w tnesses, Chuck. |"'mafraid
that. ..

On ...

... ki nda- -

l'd like not to. l'd like to knock it off
totally. Ah....

Yeah.

...that's the reason | (unintelligible)

| think that even the -whatever they want to
do uh, uh, -do you think that if they knock
it off then Kennedy m ght cone in and say,
"Look, this is what they tried to cover up.”
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Col son:

Pr esi dent:

Col son:

Pr esi dent :

Col son:

Hal deman:
Col son:

Hal deman:

Right. No. | think, I think if I were
given ny choice, M. President...
Yeah.

...of a two nonth Kennedy subcommittee
investigation or four or five nore days
before the full Conmittee..

Oh, that's a different matter.

That's all I'"msaying is if you, if you
brought outta there with a, with a definite
termnation of a hearings and a limt to
what el se they were gonna do, that that
woul d be better than a free running
subconm ttee for any length of tine that

m ght go thereafter.

Sur e.

So that's a variation on the altogether
cut of .

And that's a variation to go to..

(Col son and Hal deman tal k at once)

Hal deman:
Col son:

Pr esi dent :

Col son:

Pr esi dent :

Col son:

Pr esi dent :

Col son:

Pr esi dent :

... anybody.

No, hell you only go to that if, if you're
stuck with a Hobson's choice and that that
choice is

I ncidental ly, Connally...
...(unintelligible)

was very, very strong, as you nay recall
er, and sent in his -very, very strong to,
uh, against this whole, uh, antitrust

policy.

Oh, hell everybody -yeah, the whole
Admi ni stration was.

Except for, except for, except for Justice.
Except for MLaren.

Mtchell, MLaren. Remenber, we had that,
it was a knock-down-drag-out neeting. |
renmenber it. John Mtchell cane in and said
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Presi dent:
(cont.)
Col son:
Hal deman:
Presi dent:
Col son:
Presi dent:
Col son:

Pr esi dent :
Col son:

Hal deman:
Col son:

Hal deman:
Presi dent:

Col son:
Pr esi dent:

Hal deman:
Pr esi dent :

Col son:

congl onerates are terrible in gen--
Mtchell was on the other side, uh..
Hmm

(Unintelligible).

To his credit, he, he defended MLaren.
Sur e did.

Uh, but then finally went al ong.

Well, I-1 just don't think there's anything
el se between now and next Thursday we can do
other than Cark MG egor and Dick with
East| and, meking a massive effort to turn
this thing off. And if that fails, then

t hi nk you have to reassess the options at
that point, but if that, if that succeeds..

Wll if that fails, we know what we'l |l do.

If that, if that succeeds, then, then
we're. ..

(Unintelligible)...
Coul dn't be better.
(unintelligible).

Let nme say, that | would rather either have
it cutoff, it's either got to be cutoff or
(unintelligible), but if you |leave it in any
kind of a never-never land, that's the worst
t hi ng.

Yeah.

| think that you either -1'd rather | ose the
hope to cut off...

That's right.

...up or down than to have it -well, we can
we cut it off, but we're going to continue
for an indefinite period of tine with sone
-and then have another vote to cut off in
three or four weeks. Th- th-th--

Um hum
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Pr esi dent :

Hal deman:
Presi dent:
Col son:
Presi dent:
Col son:
Presi dent:

Hal deman:
Pr esi dent :

Col son:
Pr esi dent :

Col son:
Pr esi dent:
Col son:

Pr esi dent:
Col son:

Presi dent:
Col son:
Hal deman:
Col son:

That's the worst of both worlds 'cause you
see, if you |ose the hope to cutoff...

Then you can act on that.

Then you can act on Kl ei ndi enst.

Um hum

And nust. |If you lose the vote to cutoff.
Ch, yeah that...

| f on the other hand, you win the vote to
cutoff, uh, that's..

Then you nove to Conm tt ee.

Then you nove to Senate floor and if they
give a reasonable tinme in which, uh..

Mm

...t0 see whether the Senate's gonna act,
then you' Il know.

| agree. You'll quite..
You' Il know.

...quite rapidly when Mansfield gets the
first request fromthe Policy Conmttee for
a hold, that's when -and, and how | ong he
puts the hold on. You'll know wthin a
matter of a few weeks. Course you have the
ot her delay of, of the Conmttee reports,
but that

The odds are.

Yeah. That doesn't matter. Matter of fact,
th- th- those reports |I wanna see.

Sure. To see what they say?

Well, no because w the majority report...
(Unintelligible).
...should close it off. It nmay be a

vi ndi cati on which would be fine. Then the
i ssues got. ..
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Pr esi dent :

Col son:

Pr esi dent:
Col son:

Pr esi dent:
Col son:

Pr esi dent:
Col son:

Pr esi dent :
Col son:
Hal deman:

40
30 p.m

It's good to have a Committee report.

Yeah, that's what nean, |, |, wanna--say |
wanna see it. | wanna take one.

| had hoped when they cut it off that there
would a Commttee report. Let's get the
majority of the Senate Judiciary Conmttee

to sign a report, if they will, saying that
they think this whol e goddammed thing is
flimsy and that he's a honorable man. |If

you can do that.

Well, that's, that's what we're aimng for.
Yes sir. The interesting thing, M.
President, | th-and | think the nost
significant is that my checks with people
who count, Kleindienst's, uh, uh,

MacG egor's gotten sonme feelings from sone
of the congressnen that it's beginning to
have an i npact.

Yeah.

But | tal ked, for exanple, to Bradshaw, Dave
Bradshaw of the --

Yeah. Your Chicago correspondent.

And he said this, and he said, "There's no
effect.” He said, "Forget it.” He said,
“It's uninportant.” Lou Harris, uh, said
"Don't under any circunstances back down or
wi t hdraw Kl ei ndi enst - -

Not now.

It's not hurting you and he nade, Made a
very interesting point which | haven't gone
down to check. He said that after Carswell
and Haynesworth, we did not decline in the
polls at all and | haven't gone down to | ook
and see if that was true. He said, "Those
ki nd of defeats don't hurt you, people sort
of take...

That's politics.
... Washington politics in stride.'
Well, we tal ked about. ..



Mar ch 30,

41

from1:30 to 2:30 p. m

Col son:
Hal deman:

Pr esi dent :

Col son:

Pr esi dent:

Col son:

Hal deman:

Pr esi dent :

Col son:

Pr esi dent:

Col son:

Pr esi dent:

Col son:

Pr esi dent :

Hal deman:

Bryce Harl ow said. .

Jenki ns, Jenkins and, and Bobby Baker and
(unintelligible)...

Jenki ns and Bobby Baker (unintelligible).
That's right.

And Ei senhower wasn't hurt a damm bit |, uh,
in, in the Sherman Adans thing. D dn't affect
hi mone wt.

No. Uh, Bryce Harlow said, "Don't worry about
it.” He said, "lI've just conme back from Chio
and this, this ain't very big in the
provinces.” He said, "It's a big story around
here, but you haven't been hurt yet in the
provinces.” So, thus far --

On the other hand --

On the other hand, the one thing that you
can't have, you can't have a situation where
(background noi ses) Kennedy and those
Denocratic (unintelligible) speakers can get
up and say what | said in Mam in ‘68.

Yeah.

"We need an Attorney General.” Do you get the
point? This is where the, this is where and
this can't go beyond this room but this is
where the Mtchell theory and the Eastl and
theory completely falls apart. Well, we'll
just |l eave Kleindienst in as Acting until the
el ection. That will not work. Don't you
agree?

That's, that's the big negative to that one of
cour se.

Well, the negative, (tape skips) the negative
is what the hell are they gonna do? They're
gonna just knock the (unintelligible)

Um hum
Unl ess we can say, "Wll, it's all politics.”
Nope.
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Col son: That's not a good -uh, having an Acting
Attorney Ceneral is not...

Pr esi dent : (Unintelligible).

Col son: ...1s avery undesirable option. It, it may

not be the worst option, but it's --

Pr esi dent : So then it's -gotta get ready for M.
(unintelligible)

Col son: Ah, vyes.



